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EXPLANATIONs

1. (c)
In News: The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) has notified

the Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026, superseding the Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016.

Statement 1 is correct: The Solid Waste Management (SWM) Rules, 2026 explicitly integrate
principles of Circular Economy and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) into India’s solid waste
governance framework, emphasising waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and resource recovery.
Statement 2 is correct: The Rules also mandate mapping and assessment of all legacy waste
dumpsites and provide for time-bound biomining and bioremediation with regular (e.g.,
quarterly) progress reporting via an online portal, thereby strengthening scientific remediation of
accumulated waste.

2. (c)
In News: The population of sarus cranes in Uttar Pradesh has gone up by 634 or 3.1% in a year, as
per a government census.

Statements 1,2 and 3 are correct : Sarus crane is the tallest flying bird in the world standing 152-
156 cm tall with a wingspan of 240cm. The Sarus habitat is outside protected areas, in natural
wetlands with low water depth, marshy and fallow areas and agricultural fields.

= The Sarus crane has three disjunct populations in the Indian sub-continent, south-east Asia
and northern Australia
¢ In the Indian subcontinent, it is found in northern and central India, Terai Nepal and
Pakistan.

e They play a vital role in ecological balance by controlling the population of harmful insects and
have significant cultural importance, while also being sociable. Sarus is omnivorous, feeding on
fish and insects, as well as roots and plants.

e Protection status : Listed in Schedule IV of the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 and as Vulnerable
on IUCN Red List.

3. (c)

Both the statements are correct: Mass nesting or arribada of vulnerable Olive Ridley sea turtles
is a rare phenomenon, which is recorded only along India and Costa Rica and some handful of
beaches in the world.

e Odisha is home to the world’s largest mass nesting ground for Olive Ridley turtles with two
mass nesting grounds Gahirmatha in Kendrapara district and Rushikulya mouth in Ganjam
district.

4. (b)

Context: Rare twin mountain gorillas were recently born in eastern Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC).

About Mountain gorillas (Gorilla beringei beringei)

e They are a subspecies of the eastern gorilla, one of the two gorilla species found globally
(eastern and western gorillas).

e In the wild, gorillas can live for over 40 years, and humans share nearly 98% DNA with them.

e Habitat and Distribution: They live at elevations of about 8,000-13,000 feet and have thicker
fur than other great apes to adapt to cold mountain climates.

= They are typically found in Rwanda, Uganda, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo in
Africa.
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e Diet mainly includes leaves, shoots, and stems, along with insects, roots, bark, and decaying
wood as a source of minerals.

e Conservation Status and Population: Endangered (IUCN Red List); estimated population is
around 1,063 individuals in the wild.
5. (a)
Context

e Guinness World Records has confirmed a 7.22-metre female reticulated python named lbu
Baron or “The Baroness”, from Sulawesi, Indonesia, as the longest measured snake in the
world.

About Reticulated Python
¢ Scientific Name: Malayopython reticulatus

¢ The species is native to South and Southeast Asia, including Indonesia, Philippines, Malaysia,
Thailand, and parts of India.

e Physical Characteristics:
= |tis the longest snake species in the world.
= |tisamong the three heaviest snake species, after the green anaconda and Burmese python.
= |t has distinctive net-like (reticulated) patterns on its scales.

¢ Human Predation: Reticulated pythons are among the few snake species known to prey on
humans.

= They kill by constriction, suffocating their prey before swallowing it whole.

6. (a)

Context: A recent genetic study has confirmed that the crocodiles historically found in the
Seychelles were saltwater crocodiles (Crocodylus porosus) and not a distinct species, significantly
expanding the known historical range of the species.

Saltwater Crocodile (Crocodylus Porosus)

¢ Thesaltwatercrocodileisthe largest living reptile and is highly adapted to marine environments.
Specialised salt glands enable it to excrete excess salt, allowing survival in seawater for long
periods.

e Habitat and Distribution: Despite the name, it inhabits rivers, estuaries, mangrove swamps,
and freshwater lakes, in addition to coastal and marine environments. It is found across India,
Southeast Asia, and Northern Australia.

e Size and Lifespan: Adult males can grow up to 5-6 metres (around 17-20 feet) and weigh over
500 kg. Lifespan may exceed 70 years, with some individuals living close to 100 years.

e Diet: Carnivorous and opportunistic feeders, preying on fish, reptiles, birds, and mammals.

e Threats: lllegal hunting, habitat loss, and negative perception due to occasional human attacks
have affected populations in some regions.
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e Conservation Status:
= |UCN Red List: Least Concern
= Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule |

7. (c)

Sexual dimorphism refers to morphological differences in size, color, shape, or structure between
males and females of the same species, commonly observed in dragonflies where males often
display brighter colors or pronged abdomens for mating, while females have subtler patterns.

¢ |nnewly discovered dragonfly species, “sexual dimorphism” typically highlights traits like male-
red vs. female-yellow bodies or wing variations aiding courtship and predator avoidance, as
seen in meadowhawks.

8. (a)

Statement 1 is correct: Geloina erosa (synonym Polymesoda erosa) is a bivalve clam thriving in
muddy, brackish mangrove and estuarine ecosystems.

Statement 2 is not correct: The species is not endemic to India; it is widely distributed across the
Indo-Pacific region, including east/west coasts of India, Malay Archipelago, and beyond not “only”
Indian mangroves.

Statement 3 is correct: In northern Kerala, Geloina erosa is locally called “Kandal Kakka,” valued
as a delicacy despite declining populations.

9. (b)
Declining species turnover with stable species richness suggests that while the total number of
species remains constant, the composition is becoming less dynamic over time. This indicates
lower ecological responsiveness and reduced adaptive flexibility to environmental changes.

10. (d)
Context

e The geopolitical rivalry over Greenland’s strategic importance has overshadowed the threat
of black carbon emissions in the Arctic, highlighting the de-prioritisation of environmental
regulation amid strategic rivalry.

What is Black Carbon?

e Black carbon is a major component of fine particulate matter (PM2.5) and a potent short-lived
climate pollutant.

e |tis produced by the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels (especially diesel and marine heavy
fuel oil), biofuels, and biomass.

e |thasawarmingimpact nearly 1,600 times stronger than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period.

= Unlike CO,, it does not remain long in the atmosphere (typically 4-12 days), but its
immediate impact is intense, especially in polar regions.

11. (d)

In News: The Supreme Court cleared the metalling of the 11.5-km Laldhang-Chillarkhal road
project through Rajaji National Park.

Rajaji National Park
e |t was established in 1983 by merging the Rajaji, Motichur, and Chilla sanctuaries.

e |twas named in honor of freedom fighter and India’s first Governor-General, C. Rajagopalachari
(Rajaji).

e Itislocated in the Himalayan foothills near Haridwar, Rishikesh, and Dehradun (Uttarakhand).

e |t features diverse vegetation and rich biodiversity, with the Ganga and Song rivers flowing
through it.

e |tis home to elephants, tigers, leopards, deer, ghorals, and numerous bird species, making it a
paradise for nature lovers.
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12. (c)
In News: The ICAR—Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) ICAR-Central Marine

Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) has successfully achieved induced breeding of the mangrove
clam (Geloina erosa) under captive conditions.

Statements 1, 2 and 3 are correct: Mangrove clams is commonly known as mud clams and it is
ecologically important .

e |t typically inhabits organic-rich muddy substrates in intertidal mangrove zones.

e |tisadwindling bivalve species distributed across mangrove and estuarine ecosystems in South
and Southeast Asia.

e |tcontinuesto be avalued local delicacy in several parts of India, particularly in northern Kerala,
where the species is popularly known as “Kandal Kakka”.

13. (b)
Statement 1 is not correct: Following the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC) decision to

eliminate the need to transport household waste, Anupam Colonies now segregate and process
waste within their own premises.

Segregation at Source: Under the Anupam model, waste is segregated at source into wet, dry and
sanitary waste.

e Further Segregation: Dry waste is further sorted into many categories, including paper, metal,
glass, e-waste, and non-recyclables.

Statement 2 is correct: Compost Generation: Wet waste is composted on site, along with
horticultural waste, using wire-mesh composting bins placed in parks and green belts, eliminating
the need to transport the waste to NDMC plants.

e E-waste is sent to Central Pollution Control Board-authorised recyclers, the compost generated
is distributed free of cost to residents, with surplus used by NDMC's horticulture department.

14. (b)
In News: Recently, a Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) cleared the way for the Great

Nicobar Island mega-infrastructure project, noting that ‘considering the strategic importance’ of
it and ‘other relevant considerations’.

Statement 1 is not correct: National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a specialized judicial body to handle
environmental disputes related to environmental protection, conservation of forests, natural
resources, and enforcement of legal rights relating to the environment in India.

e |t was established under the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010, replacing the National
Environment Appellate Authority;

Statement 2 is correct: One of the core objectives of the NGT is the expeditious disposal of
environmental cases (Section 18-20, NGT Act, 2010). It mandates disposal of cases preferably
within six months.

Statement 3 is correct: As per Section 22 of the NGT Act, 2010, appeals against NGT orders lie
directly to the Supreme Court of India within 90 days.

15. (d)
Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect : BirdLife International and the International Union for

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) classified the cheer pheasant as Vulnerable, a reflection of its small
and naturally fragmented populations.

e The species now survives in scattered Himalayan grasslands across northern Pakistan, Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and central Nepal, preferring steep, rocky, scrubby slopes at
1,200-3,350 m elevation.
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16. (d)
In News: The Chhattisgarh Forest Department is setting up six “hornbill restaurants” in the Udanti

Sitanadi Tiger Reserve to provide a permanent habitat for the rare Malabar Pied Hornbill and
promote forest regeneration.

Statements 1 and 2 are incorrect : Malabar Pied Hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatus) inhabits
moist evergreen and tall deciduous forests, plantations, and low-altitude riparian areas

e |t feeds mainly on figs and makes seasonal movements following fruiting events, sometimes
visiting isolated trees in cultivated areas.

e QOccurs in the Western Ghats, eastern and central India, as well as in Sri Lanka.

e |n the most recent assessment by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN),
the Malabar Pied Hornbill was listed in the ‘Red List of Threatened Species’ in 2024, under the
‘Near Threatened’ criteria.

17. (b)
Context

e According to a recent study, warmer oceans and declining food availability are affecting the
reproductive and migratory patterns of loggerhead turtles.

Loggerhead Turtles (Caretta caretta)

e The loggerhead turtle is named for its large head, which supports powerful jaw muscles that
enable them to feed on hard-shelled prey, such as whelks and conch.

e They are found across the Caribbean region, Atlantic Ocean, the eastern Mediterranean Sea,
the Indian Ocean and the North and South Pacific Oceans.

e The Loggerhead sea turtle is a large omnivorous marine reptile recognized as one of the seven
extant species of sea turtles.

e They can live up to 80 years or more.

e Threats include bycatch in fishing gear, direct harvest of turtles and eggs, loss and degradation
of nesting habitat, and changing environmental conditions.

e They are classified as Vulnerable by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

18. (b)

Context: The busy Tirupati pilgrimage route has made Red Sanders smuggling easier in southern
Andhra Pradesh.

Red Sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus)

e Endemic Species: Found only in three districts of southern Andhra Pradesh — Chittoor, Nellore,
and YSR Kadapa.

e Largest Reserve: Located in the Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve, part of the Eastern Ghats,
covering about 4,755 sq km.

e Growth: A slow-growing species that takes 25—40 years to reach maturity.
e Conservation Status:

= Listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

= |ncluded under CITES, which strictly regulates international trade.

= Protected under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

19. (a)
In News: The Uttarakhand Forest Department recently confirmed the presence of smooth-coated

otters in Nandhaur Wildlife Sanctuary, signaling a healthy freshwater ecosystem as these animals
serve as key bio-indicators.
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About Smooth-Coated Otters

¢ Smooth-coated otters (Lutrogale perspicillata) thrive only in pristine rivers and wetlands with
abundant fish and minimal pollution.

¢ In India, the populations are mostly located in protected areas like Corbett, Kaziranga, and
southern reserves.

e They are classified as vulnerable by IUCN and under Schedule | of India’s Wildlife Protection
Act, 1972.

e The species faces threats from habitat loss, pollution, and human-wildlife conflict.

20. (a)
Context: A recent CITES report titled ‘Conservation Status, Trade and Enforcement Efforts for
Pangolins’ revealed that over 500,000 pangolins were seized globally between 2016 and 2024.”
About Pangolin
e Pangolins are mammals covered in keratin scales, the only such mammals on Earth.
e They feed on ants, termites, and larvae using their long sticky tongues.

e When threatened, they use volvation (rolling into a ball) to protect themselves with their
armor-like scales.

e They are considered “ecosystem engineers” due to their role in soil aeration and pest control.

Do you know?

e There are eight recognised species of pangolins globally — four species are found in Africa
(Black-bellied, White-bellied, Giant Ground, and Temminck’s Ground pangolins) and four
species are found in Asia (Indian, Philippine, Sunda, and Chinese pangolins).

21. (b)
In News: A recent study published in Science indicates that the world is not on track to meet

the target of reducing pesticide risk by 50% by 2030 at United Nations Biodiversity Conference
(COP15), 2022.
Statement 1 is not correct: Total Applied Toxicity (TAT) does not measure only the total volume of

pesticides used. It combines the amount applied with the toxicity level of each pesticide. Hence,
it reflects ecological risk rather than just quantity.

Statement 2 is correct: TAT accounts for pesticide toxicity to non-target species such as pollinators
(e.g., bees), aquatic organisms (fish, invertebrates), soil organisms, and terrestrial arthropods.

Statement 3 is correct: The Kunming—Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (COP15, 2022)
includes a commitment to reduce overall pesticide risk by 50% by 2030, making it directly relevant
to TAT trends.

22. (a)

Statement 1 is correct: Kaziranga National Park is indeed located along the floodplains of the
Brahmaputra River in Assam, India.
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Statement 2 is correct: It was declared a National Park in 1974, after earlier designations as a
reserve forest (1908), game sanctuary (1916), and wildlife sanctuary (1950).

statement 3 is not correct: It was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985 and designated
as a Tiger Reserve in 2006.

23. (b)
Context: Study finds land-use change and elevation reshaping spider communities in the north-
western Indian Himalayas.
What is functional diversity?

¢ Functional diversity is mostly about the roles species play in a given ecosystem and physical
(morphological) or behavioural (life history) characters that allow them to play these roles.

= Each species performs different ecological functions cumulatively contributing to functional
diversity.
e Higher functional diversity makes ecosystems more stable, as if one species becomes locally
extinct, another with a similar role can compensate.

e Continued agricultural expansion and other anthropogenic activities may simplify complex
natural landscapes, pushing Himalayan biodiversity towards new functional regimes with
lower resilience.

24. (c)
Recently,it has been observed that Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) technologies are essential
for achieving India’s net-zero emissions targets, particularly for hard-to-abate sectors like cement.

Statements 1and 2 are correct : Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) refers to a set of technologies
that capture carbon dioxide emissions from industrial sources or directly from the air and convert
them into useful products.

e |t removes carbon from the atmosphere and puts it into the economy as inputs for fuels,
chemicals, building materials, or polymers.

e Unlike carbon capture and storage, where captured CO; is permanently stored underground
rather than reused, CCU uses up the captured carbon.

25. (b)
Statement 1 is not correct: Peatlands are waterlogged ecosystems where decomposition is slowed,
leading to accumulation of organic matter and high carbon storage.

Statement 2 is correct: Peatlands cover about 2.84% of the Earth’s land surface but store more
carbon than any other terrestrial ecosystem.

26. (c)
Palamau Tiger Reserve of Jharkhand features Northern Tropical Dry Deciduous forests as its primary
vegetation, dominated by Sal (Shorea robusta) with associates like Butea, Carissa, and bamboo
brakes. Smaller moist deciduous patches exist, but dry Sal forests characterize the undulating
terrain (300-1140m), supporting tigers, elephants, and bison amid rivers like Burha and Koel.

27. (b)
In News: A viral story from a Japanese zoo about an abandoned baby Japanese macaque (“Punch”)
highlighted the complex social hierarchy and emotional dependence in macaque societies.
About Macaques
e Macaques are a genus of Old World monkeys belonging to the family Cercopithecidae.

e They are among the most widespread and diverse primate groups, with more than 20 species
distributed mainly across Asia and parts of North Africa. They are highly adaptable and can
survive in diverse ecological conditions.
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e The Japanese macaque, also known as the “Snow Monkey,” is native to Japan and is famous
for living in cold climates and bathing in hot springs.

e The Rhesus macaque is widely distributed in North India and Southeast Asia and is extensively
used in medical and biomedical research.

e The Lion-tailed macaque is an endangered species endemic to the Western Ghats of India,
recognized by its distinctive silver-white mane.

e The Crested black macaque is native to the Indonesian island of Sulawesi and is known for its
dark crest and critically endangered status.

28. (c)
Context

e A total of 1,05,540 birds belonging to 107 species were recorded during the 7th Kaziranga
Waterbird Estimation conducted across Kaziranga-Laokhowa- Burhachaporifloodplain complex.

Kaziranga National Park
e Location: Golaghat, Karbi Anglong and Nagaon districts of the state of Assam.

e |t was declared a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1950 and notified as Kaziranga National Park in 1974
under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, of 1972.

= |t has been declared a Tiger Reserve since 2007.
= |t was also recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985.

e Topography: It is characterized by wet alluvial tall grasslands, shallow pools fringed with reeds,
and deciduous semi-evergreen woodlands.

e Hydrological Influence: The dynamic Brahmaputra River system plays a central role in shaping
the park’s terrain through flooding, erosion, sedimentation, and formation of oxbow lakes.

e The Park is the abode of more than 70% of One Horned Rhinoceros in the world.

29. (a)
Context

e A total of 1,05,540 birds belonging to 107 species were recorded during the 7th Kaziranga
Waterbird Estimation conducted across Kaziranga-Laokhowa- Burhachaporifloodplain complex.

About

e Major species documented include Grazing waterfowl, Dabbling ducks, Diving ducks, Migratory
geese, Pallas’s Fish Eagle, Greater Adjutant Stork etc.

* The smew, a migratory diving duck from the Eurasian taiga, was documented as a rare
visitor.

About The smew (Mergellus albellus)
e |tis a species of duck and is the only living member of the genus Mergellus.

e Appearance: Male smews have a black-masked white body, while females have a mottled
brown body.

e Habitat & Range: Breeds in the boreal forests of northern Europe and Asia, particularly near
freshwater lakes and rivers. During winter, they migrate south to the Baltic Sea, Western/
Central Europe, and Asia.

30. (b)
In News: India needs to prioritise financing for resilience in its agricultural food production system

to ensure long-term food security and protect the livelihoods of millions of small and marginal
farmers.
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Statement 1 is not correct

¢ |nIndia, around 98-99% of adaptation finance in agriculture comes from public sources; private
participation is minimal (~1%).

Statement 2 is correct

e Agri-food systems receive roughly 20% of adaptation funds despite requiring a much higher
share.

Statement 3 is correct

e Blended finance reduces risk by leveraging public funds to attract private investment into

sustainable sectors.
EEER
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MISCELLANEOUS

Which of the following statements is correct regarding the Thaipusam?

(a) Itis a harvest festival celebrated in North India

(b) Itis afestival honouring the triumph of good over evil mainly in South India.
(c) Itis buddhist festival marking the Enlightenment of Buddha

(d) Itis a sikh festival commemorating Guru Nanak’s teachings

With reference to the Cashew, which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. Cashew was introduced to India by Portuguese explorers.

2. The cashew tree is native to the coastal regions of northeastern region of South Africa.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1only

(b) 2only

(c) Both1land2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

With reference to India’s Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations,
consider the following pairs:

Operations Purpose

1. Operation Maitri Major evacuation effort during the Ukraine conflict

2. Operation Ganga Humanitarian support to earthquake-hit Myanmar

3. Operation Brahma Rapid response to the Nepal earthquake

How many of the pairs are correctly matched?

(a) Onlyone
(b) Onlytwo
(c) Allthree
(d) None

With reference to nationally notified disasters, consider the following statements:

1. All natural disasters occurring in India are automatically classified as nationally notified
disasters.

2. Inclusion in the notified list enables access to central financial assistance.
3. Cold waves and frost are included in the current list.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 2and3only

(b) 1and2only

(c) 1and3only

(d) 1,2and3
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5. With reference to the Donetsk Region, consider the following statements:
1. Itislocated in eastern Ukraine and shares a border with Russia.
2. Donbas is one of the major industrial regions of Ukraine.
3. The Sea of Azov lies to the south of the region.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and2only
(b) 2and3only
(c) 1and3only
(d) 1,2and3

6. Bharat GenAl, sometimes seen in the news, is best described as:
(a) A defence-oriented artificial intelligence system
(b) A private-sector led generative Al platform
(c) A government-led initiative to develop India-specific generative Al models
(d) A digital payments infrastructure based on Al

7. With reference to the Global Teacher Prize, consider the following statements:

1. The Global Teacher Prize was launched in 2014 and is often referred to as the “Nobel Prize
of Teaching”.

2. ltis presented by GEMS Education and organised by the Varkey Foundation in collaboration
with UNESCO.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1only

(b) 2only

(c) Both1land2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8. Candida albicans was recently seen in the news. It is best described as:
(a) A Gram-positive bacterium causing tuberculosis
(b) A protozoan parasite transmitted by mosquitoes
(c) A virus causing hemorrhagic fever
(d) A fungal pathogen responsible for infections

9. The theme “Local to Global — Atmanirbhar Bharat”, recently seen in the news, is associated with:
(a) India International Trade Fair
(b) Surajkund International Crafts Mela
(c) G20 Culture Working Group Meeting
(d) National Handloom Expo

10. Right of Way (RoW), recently seen in news, is primarily associated with;
(a) Enable private sale of electricity across states
(b) Reduce electricity tariffs for consumers
(c) Facilitate safe construction, operation, and maintenance of transmission infrastructure
(d) Provide ownership rights of land to transmission companies

11. The Network Readiness Index 2025 evaluates economies based on which of the following pillars?
1. Technology
2. People
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

3. Governance

4. Impact

5.  Sustainability

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1,2,3and4only

(b) 1,2and3only

(c) 2,3and4only

(d) 1,2,3,4and5

The book Satyartha Prakasha is associated with:
(a) Raja Rammohan Roy

(b) Swami Vivekananda

(c) Swami Dayanand Saraswati

(d) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

India’s first musical road, known as “Sangeet Marg”, recently seen in the news, is located in
which of the following States?

(a) Gujarat

(b) Tamil Nadu

(c) Uttar Pradesh

(d) Maharashtra

The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) 2025 was recently published by which of the following?
(a) Economist Intelligence Unit

(b) Transparency International

(c) Amnesty International

(d) Reporters Without Borders

With reference to World Radio Day, consider the following statements:

1. Itis observed every year on 13th February to commemorate the establishment of United
Nations Radio in 1946.

2. ltwas proclaimed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in
2011 and later adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only

(b) 2only

(c) Bothland2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Satyarth Prakash, Sanskar Vidhi, and Yajurved Bhashyam are works of which of the following
personalities?

(a) Swami Vivekananda

(b) Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati

(c) Raja Ram Mohan Roy

(d) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar
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17. Tangkhul Hui (Haofa) and Kombai, recently seen in the news, are:
(a) Indigenous Tribes
(b) Native Indian Dog Breeds
(c) Traditional Martial Art Forms
(d) Festivals of North India

18. Which of the following has been designated as the official “State Microbe” of Kerala?
(a) Lactobacillus acidophilus
(b) Rhizobium leguminosarum
(c) Bacillus subtilis

(d) Escherichia coli

19. With reference to refurbished medical devices in India, consider the following statements:

1. India has a dedicated regulatory pathway under the Medical Devices Rules, 2017 specifically
governing refurbished medical devices.

All medical devices were notified as ‘drugs’ under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 2020.

3. Imports of refurbished high-end medical equipment are currently governed primarily under
the Hazardous and Other Wastes Rules, 2016.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and2only

(b) 2and3only

(c) 1and3only

(d) 1,2and3

20. Consider the following statements regarding the Cheer Pheasant:
1. Itis primarily found in mid-montane grasslands of the western Himalayas.
2. ltis distributed across Pakistan, India, and Nepal.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1only
(b) 2only
(c) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

21. The Idate Commission was constituted to examine issues related to:
(a) Scheduled Tribes in Left Wing Extremism affected areas
(b) Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes
(c) Religious Minorities
(d) Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
22. Inthe context of telecom regulation debates, network slicing is often seen in news as;
(a) It allows telecom operators to block specific websites.
(b) It replaces spectrum licensing requirements.

(c) It enables differentiated quality of service based on technical requirements rather than
content discrimination.

(d) It eliminates the need for physical telecom infrastructure.
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23. SAM-UN, EKAM and PRAKSHEPAN, recently seen in the news, are related to:
(a) Indigenous Al-based systems developed for defence and civilian applications
(b) Satellite navigation systems developed by ISRO for maritime security
(c) Missile guidance technologies developed under DRDQ’s Integrated Guided Missile Programme
(d) Cyber surveillance tools developed for financial fraud detection

24. SAHI and BODH, recently seen in the news, are related to:
(a) Digital platforms for telemedicine insurance claims settlement
(b) Genome sequencing platforms for infectious disease surveillance
(c) National programmes for pharmaceutical price regulation
(d) Al-based initiatives aimed at governance and evaluation of Artificial Intelligence in healthcare

25. Project Vault, recently unveiled by the United States, is related to:
(a) Establishing a strategic domestic reserve of critical minerals
(b) Expanding offshore oil drilling in the Gulf of Mexico
(c) Creating a sovereign digital currency backed by mineral assets
(d) Regulating cryptocurrency mining operations

26. With reference to International Mother Language Day, consider the following statements:
1. Itis observed every year on 21st February.

2. It was proclaimed by the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization in 1999 on the initiative of Bangladesh.

3. According to the 2011 Census, India has only 22 mother tongues officially recorded.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(@) 1and2only

(b) 2and3only

(c) 1and3only

(d) 1,2and3

27. India’s first net-zero panchayat, highlighted recently, is located in which of the following states?
(a) Gujarat
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Karnataka
(d) Kerala

28. With reference to the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO) and organ
donation reforms in India, consider the following statements:

1. NOTTO functions as the national apex body for coordination and allocation of organs and
tissues in India.

2. The National Organ & Tissue Transplant Registry ensures real-time, transparent allocation
of organs across states.

3. Green Corridors are institutional mechanisms developed to facilitate rapid transportation
of organs for transplantation.

Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@) 1and2only

(b) 2and3only

(c) 1and3only

(d) 1,2,and3
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29. Which of the following films won the Best Children’s & Family Film award at the 2026 BAFTA
Awards in London?

(a) Boong

(b) Zootropolis 2

(c) The Boy and the Heron
(d) Paddington in Peru

30. The Global Mind Health 2025 Report, recently seen in the news, was released by:
(a) Sapien Labs
(b) World Health Organization (WHO)
(c) Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
(d) United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

31. Withreference to National Science Day in India, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. Itis observed to commemorate the announcement of the discovery of the Raman Effect.
2. It has been celebrated every year since India’s independence in 1947.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1only
(b) 2only
(c) Both1land2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

EXPLANATIONS

1. (b)
In News: Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted everyone with a blessed Thaipusam.

e The name “Thaipusam” is a combination of “Thai” (the Tamil month) and “Poosam,” the star at
its highest point during the festival.

e |tis celebrated on the full moon in the Tamil month of Thai.

e |t is a Hindu festival celebrated to honour Lord Murugan (also known as Lord Kartikeya), the
Hindu god of war, victory, and wisdom, while also being a symbol of courage, determination,
and spiritual growth.

e |t is widely celebrated by the Tamil community in Tamil Nadu India and across the world,
especially in Sri Lanka, Singapore and Malaysia.

e Thaipusam celebrates Lord Murugan receiving the vel spear from Goddess Parvati, which he
used to defeat the demon Surapadma, symbolizing devotion, righteousness, and the triumph
of good over evil.

2. (a)
Context

e The Union Budget 2026—27 places renewed emphasis on high-value agriculture, with targeted
support for coconut, cashew, cocoa, sandalwood, and select nut crops to enhance farmer
incomes and export competitiveness.

Cashew Production
e Type of Plant: Cashew is an evergreen tropical tree crop belonging to the family Anacardiaceae.

¢ The cashew tree (Anacardium occidentale) is native to the coastal regions of northeastern
Brazil in South America.

= Portuguese explorers introduced it to India and Africa in the 16th century.
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¢ Climatic Requirements: Cashew requires a tropical climate with a pronounced dry season. It
grows best in areas with temperatures between 20°C and 35°C and moderate to high rainfall.

¢ Soil Requirements: Cashew can grow in laterite, red sandy, and coastal soils and performs well
even on poor and degraded land.

¢ Distribution in India: Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, and Tamil
Nadu.

3. (d)
In News: India’s HADR operations showcasing commitment to regional stability, global
cooperation, and the ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ ethos, acting as a reliable first responder under
the ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy.

All the pairs are incorrectly matched : Operation Maitri was India’s rapid response to the April
2015 Nepal earthquake;

e Operation Ganga (Ukraine, 2022) In February-March 2022, India launched a major evacuation
effort during the Ukraine conflict

e Operation Brahma (Myanmar, 2025) Under Operation Brahma, India’s humanitarian support
to earthquake-hit Myanmar continued through mid-April 2025

4. (a)
Statement 1 is not correct: Not all natural disasters are automatically classified as nationally
notified disasters; only specific categories are notified under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

Statement 2 is correct: Inclusion in the notified list enables access to central financial assistance
through the SDRF and NDRF.

Statement 3 is correct: Cold waves and frost are included in the current list of nationally notified
disasters.

5. (d)
In News: The remaining Ukrainian-held part of Donetsk came into focus as Russian and Ukrainian
negotiators prepared to meet again in Abu Dhabi for talks on control of the Donetsk region.

Statement 1 is correct: Donetsk Oblast lies in eastern Ukraine and directly borders Russia.

Statement 2 is correct: Donbas includes Donetsk and Luhansk areas that are historically Ukraine’s
main coal-mining and heavy-industry belt.

Statement 3 is correct: The southern edge of Donetsk Oblast touches the Sea of Azov (coast near
Mariupol).
6. (c)
What is Bharat GenAl?
e Bharat GenAl is India’s first government-owned sovereign Large Language Model (LLM).
= |tis a key outcome of the IndiaAl Mission, launched in March 2024.

e |t is designed specifically for Indian languages, culture, and societal needs, unlike global Al
models largely trained on Western datasets.

e |tis a national foundational model, meaning it can support multiple downstream applications.

7. (c)
Context: Indian teacher Rouble Nagi has won the Global Teacher Prize 2026, receiving the one
million dollar award at the World Government Summit in Dubai.

About the Global Teacher Prize
e |t was Launched in 2014 and is often referred to as the “Nobel Prize of Teaching”.

e |t is Presented by GEMS Education and organised by the Varkey Foundation in collaboration
with UNESCO.
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e |t recognises exceptional educators for their outstanding contributions to teaching and social
transformation.

Do you know?

e Rouble Nagi, is a pioneering educator from India, dedicated to making learning accessible to
the most marginalised communities.

e QOverthe past two decades, she has established more than 800 learning centres across over 100
underserved communities and villages, reimagining abandoned walls as interactive educational
murals that spark curiosity and engagement.

8. (d)
Context

e Scientists at the CSIR—Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, have
identified fungal metabolism as a new therapeutic target for antifungal drugs.

Fungal Virulence: The Role of Morphogenesis

e A feature of pathogenic fungi such as Candida albicans is their ability to change shape, a
phenomenon known as dimorphism.

¢ Fungi exist in two primary forms:

= Yeast form: Oval-shaped and relatively less invasive.

= Filamentous (hyphal) form: Thread-like and highly invasive.
¢ Inside the human body, fungi typically enter in the yeast form.

= When exposed to environmental stresses such as nutrient limitation, temperature variation,
and immune pressure, they transform into the filamentous form.

= This invasive form is more resistant to immune cells and antifungal drugs.

9. (b)

Context: A tragic accident occurred at the Surajkund International Crafts Mela in Faridabad when
a giant swing collapsed.

About Surajkund Mela

e The fair has evolved into a strong global identity for Indian cultural heritage, crafts, and art
since its inception in 1987.

e The Mela is organised by the Surajkund Mela Authority and Haryana Tourism in collaboration
with the Union Ministries of Tourism, Textiles, Culture and External Affairs.

e This year, more than 50 countries are participating, with Egypt as the partner nation.

e The central theme, “Local to Global - Atmanirbhar Bharat”, aims to give traditional artisans
international recognition, while Uttar Pradesh and Meghalaya are the theme states.

e The event is a reflection of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is One Family).

10. (c)
Context

e Delays arising from Right of Way (RoW) issues have emerged as a major hurdle in India’s power
transmission expansion, particularly affecting renewable energy evacuation projects.

What is Right of Way (RoW)?

e Right of Way refers to the strip of land beneath and adjacent to a transmission line required
for construction, operation, and maintenance.

= |tis also known as the transmission corridor, which ensures minimum safety clearances.
e RoW ensures compliance with electromagnetic field exposure norms and safety standards.

e |t allows utilities to prevent obstruction from tall trees, buildings, or other structures that may
interfere with transmission lines.
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11. (a)
Context

¢ India is placed at 45th rank (with score 54.43 out of 100) as per the Network Readiness Index
2025 report released in 2026.

About

e Thereport has been prepared by the Portulans Institute, an independent, non-profit research
and educational institute based in Washington DC.

e The report maps the network-based readiness landscape of 127 economies based on their
performance in four pillars: Technology, People, Governance and Impact, covering a total of
53 indicators.

e Top Three Nations: USA, Finland, Singapore
e The report states that India secured;

= 1strankin “Annual investment in telecommunication services”, “Al scientific publications”,
“ICT services exports” and “E-commerce legislation”,

= 2nd rank in “FTTH/Building Internet subscriptions”, “Mobile broadband internet traffic
within the country” and “International Internet bandwidth”, and

* 3rd rank in “Domestic market scale” and “Income Inequality”.
¢ Indiais ranked 2nd in the group of lower-middle-income countries.

12. (c)

Satyartha Prakasha (Light of Truth), originally written in Hindi in 1875 and revised in 1882, is the

seminal work of Swami Dayanand Saraswati, founder of Arya Samaj.

e The book critiques idolatry, ritualism, and social evils while advocating a return to Vedic
principles, influencing 19th-century Hindu reform movements.

About Swami Dayanand Saraswati (1824-1883)

e Swami Dayanand Saraswati (1824-1883) was a pivotal 19th-century Hindu reformer who
founded Arya Samaj, advocating Vedic revivalism and social reforms.

e Born in Tankara, Gujarat, he established Arya Samaj in 1875 to combat idolatry, caste rigidity,
child marriage, and enforced widowhood while promoting women’s education and widow
remarriage.

e His educational vision, via institutions like DAV schools, emphasized Vedic studies alongside
grammar, philosophy, sciences, medicine, music, and arts.

e Dayanand envisioned a decentralized polity structured as a federation of self-governing villages,
rejecting centralized authority in favor of grassroots commonwealths rooted in dharma.

13. (d)
Context
e Mumbai’s Coastal Road has introduced India’s first musical road, marking an innovative use of
road engineering to combine infrastructure with technology-driven public experience.
About
e A500-metre stretch between Nariman Point and Worli, named Sangeet Marg, plays the Oscar-

winning song “Jai Ho” when vehicles travel at a speed of 60—80 km per hour. The concept uses
specially engineered rumble strips carved into the asphalt at precise intervals.

e As vehicles move over these grooves, vibrations are generated due to friction between the
tyres and the road surface. These vibrations create sound waves that combine to reproduce
the melody, which can be heard by passengers inside the vehicle.

e The concept is based on Hungarian technology and has previously been implemented in
countries such as Hungary, Japan, South Korea, and the United Arab Emirates.
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14. (b)
Context : Transparency International recently published 2025 Corruption Perception Index (CPI).
Corruption Perceptions Index

e It measures perceived levels of public sector corruption using assessments from experts and
business leaders.

e Scores range from zero, indicating very high levels of perceived corruption, to 100, which
reflects a clean public sector.

15. (c)
Both the statements are correct: The world radio day is observed on 13th February every year to
commemorate the establishment of the United Nations Radio in 1946.

e World Radio Day was proclaimed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in 2011 and was later adopted by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2012.

¢ The day has been observed yearly to promote support for broadcasters around the world and
to increase awareness of the significance of the technology.

16. (b)
Context: The Prime Minister paid tributes to Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati on his birth anniversary.
About Maharshi Dayanand Saraswati

e Hewasbornon February 12, 1824, in Tankara, Gujarat, as ‘Mool Shankar’ into a Brahmin family.
He later became a disciple of Swami Virajananda.

e He founded the Arya Samaj in 1875 to counter social inequities and promote social reform.

e Heissued the slogan “Back to the Vedas” and emphasized two core ideas: the infallible authority
of the Vedas and monotheism.

e Among his major beliefs were the rejection of idolatry and overly ritualistic traditions, support
for women’s education, denunciation of child marriage, and opposition to untouchability.

e He also advocated the idea of shuddhi, supporting reconversion into the Hindu fold.
e Publications: Satyarth Prakash, Sanskar Vidhi, and Yajurved Bhashyam.

17. (b)
Context: The Assam Rifles is inducting two native Indian dog breeds, the Tangkhul Hui (Haofa)
and the Kombai, into its specialized dog squad.

= Theinduction is being managed by the Assam Rifles Dog Training Centre (ARDTC) in Jorhat,
Assam.

About the Indian Dog Breeds

e Tangkhul Hui: It is indigenous to Ukhrul district of Manipur and known for being highly
courageous, possessing unique tracking abilities, and having the stamina to track animals for
up to 48 hours without food or water.

= |tis also known for disease resistance and adaptability to hilly terrain.
= Status: Already inducted as a pilot project in 2022 with six dogs.
e Kombai: It is native to Tamil Nadu and recognized for agility, guarding instincts, and loyalty.

18. (c)
Context

e Kerala has become the first Indian state to designate an official “State Microbe,” selecting
Bacillus subtilis, a beneficial, soil-dwelling bacterium.
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About British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA)

e ItisaBritish organization that gives awards annually for British and international film, television,
and games.

¢ |t aims to honor individuals who contribute to the advancement of the film industry and to
give awards for artistic merit.

e |t was officially renamed the British Academy of Film and Television Arts in 1976.

¢ |talsoruns educational and talent development programs, such as scholarships to the National
Film and Television School.

30. (a)

Context: The Global Mind Health 2025 Report, released by Sapien Labs, highlights a significant
mental health crisis among young adults in India and reveals a sharp generational divide in mind
health outcomes.

About the Report

e Formerly known as the Mental State of the World Report, it is published under the Global
Mind Project.

e The study assesses emotional, social, cognitive and functional capacities required to manage
life, work and relationships, using the Mind Health Quotient (MHQ) as a composite indicator.

e The study identifies four key drivers behind declining youth mental health:
= Weakening family bonds
= Decline in spirituality
= Early exposure to smartphones
= High consumption of ultra-processed foods.

31. (a)
Context

e National Science Day is celebrated every year on 28th February to commemorate the discovery
of the ‘Raman Effect’ made by the physicist Sir C.V. Raman.

About
¢ Sir C.V. Raman was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1930 for the discovery of the Raman Effect.

e The first celebration took place on February 28, 1987, marking the beginning of a tradition that
continues to inspire generations.

¢ The objective of the observation of National Science Day is to spread the message of the
importance of science and its application among the people.

e Theme for 2026: “Women in Science: Catalyzing Viksit Bharat”.
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