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Backdrop: After meeting PM Modi, the Brazilian President 
said Brazil aims to triple trade with India in the near future. 
Relevance: GS2 - Bilateral Relations 

INDIA-BRAZIL RELATIONS 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday said the growing cooperation in defence 
between India and Brazil is a “symbol of deep mutual trust” and the two countries 
have a similar thinking on the fight against terrorism — “zero tolerance and zero 
double standards”. 

About the news  

India–Brazil Bilateral Engagement 

Diplomatic Ties 
• Diplomatic relations established in 1948. 

• Relationship rooted in democratic values, development priorities, and global 
cooperation. 

  

• Strategic and Defence Cooperation 
• Growing defence ties reflect “deep mutual trust.” 

• Emphasis on further connecting defence industries. 

• Signed agreement on combating terrorism and transnational crime. 



Common Stand Against Terrorism 
• Both countries share a “zero tolerance, zero double standards” approach. 

• Strong opposition to terrorism and to those who support it. 

 

Trade and Economic Relations 
Trade Goals 
• India: 5th largest trading partner of Brazil. 

• Brazil aims to triple bilateral trade with India from $12 billion “in the short term”. 

• Target set to reach $20 billion in trade over the next five years. 

 

Trade Facilitation 
• Expansion of the India–Mercosur Preferential Trade Agreement discussed. 

• Aim to reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers. 

 



Technology and Digital Cooperation 
• Increasing collaboration in Artificial Intelligence and supercomputers. 

• Work underway on UPI adoption in Brazil. 

• India to share expertise in digital public infrastructure and space. 

 

Agriculture and Health 
• Longstanding ties in agriculture and animal husbandry. 

• New cooperation in agricultural research and food processing. 

• Emphasis on expanding Ayurveda and traditional medicine in Brazil. 

• Strengthening cooperation in the health sector. 
 

Global South and Multilateral Coordination 
• India and Brazil to coordinate closely on Global South priorities. 

• Shared belief in resolving global tensions through dialogue and diplomacy. 

• Modi emphasized cooperation relevant to the entire humanity, not just 
developing countries. 



Culture & People-to-People Ties 
• Cultural Exchange Programme (2020–24) in place. 

• Strong community of Yoga and Ayurveda practitioners in Brazil. 

• Indian cinema and culture enjoy wide popularity. 

  
Multilateral and Bilateral Diplomacy 
• On sidelines of BRICS summit, PM Modi held meetings with: 

o Cuba, Malaysia, Uruguay, Bolivia 

• Focused areas: Digital tech, critical minerals, healthcare, space, and trade 
diversification. 

• Active collaboration in BRICS, BASIC, G20, G4, IBSA, WTO, UN, ISA, WIPO. 

• Support each other’s UNSC permanent membership bids via G4. 



• India to take over BRICS presidency in 2026. 

• Modi proposes redefinition of BRICS as: 
 “Building Resilience and Innovation for Cooperation and Sustainability”. 

• Focus to continue on Global South, people-centric and humanity-first 
development. 

India’s Future BRICS Presidency 

• Bordering countries of Brazil are -  Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana. 

Mapping Corner  





Q1. With reference to India–Brazil relations, consider the following statements: 
 1. India and Brazil established diplomatic relations in 1953. 
 2. Brazil is India’s largest trading partner in Latin America. 
 3. India and Brazil are both members of G4, which supports reforms in the UN 

Security Council. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 3 only 
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: BRICS nations have strongly opposed and denounced 
Europe’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisms (CBAMs). 
Relevance: GS2- Regional groupings involving India and affecting India’s 
interests. 
GS3- Environmental conservation, climate change  

CBAM (BRICS CONDEMNS EUROPE'S CBAM) 



BRICS nations have “condemned and rejected” Europe’s Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanisms (CBAMs), and other similar restrictive trade measures 
taken under the pretext of climate concerns, saying these undermined their 
development and transition to cleaner economy. 

About the news  

Opposition to CBAM and Similar Measures 

• Strong Condemnation: BRICS nations “condemned and rejected” the EU’s 
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and similar unilateral trade 
measures under climate pretext. 

• Nature of CBAM: CBAM imposes import duties on goods with high carbon 
footprints, disadvantageous for products from developing nations like India and 
China. 

• Violation of Global Norms: BRICS states that CBAM violates: 
o International trade agreements 
o UNFCCC provisions, particularly Article 3(5), which opposes discriminatory 

or restrictive climate actions. 
• Labelled as Protectionist: Such measures are termed unilateral, punitive, 

discriminatory, and protectionist, distorting global trade and supply chains. 



• Call for Full Implementation: BRICS demand full enforcement of the 
UNFCCC’s principles, especially around fair trade and non-discrimination in 
climate action. 

 
• Criticism of Sanctions & Trade Barriers: Expressed concern over: 

o Unilateral sanctions 

o Trade restrictions on forest products 

o Financial measures that divert resources from climate priorities 

 
• Impact on Development: Such actions hurt BRICS nations’ ability to fund their 

just transitions and climate development goals. 

Climate Finance & UNFCCC Commitments 



• Unfulfilled Commitments: 

o Developed countries pledged $100 billion annually. 

o Promised its increase to $300 billion by 2035 is seen as inadequate. 

o Developing nations claim $1.3 trillion/year is actually needed. 

 
• Urgent Increase in Adaptation Finance: 

o Urged developed countries to double adaptation funding by 2025 
(compared to 2019 levels). 

• Emphasis on grant-based, concessional finance that doesn’t increase  
debt burdens. 

Demands for Increased Climate Finance 



• Adaptation Needs: 

o Developing countries are most vulnerable and least equipped to deal with 
climate change. 

o Need a greater share of climate finance, especially for public infrastructure 
and local solutions. 

 
• Finance Principles Highlighted: 

o Accessibility to local communities 

o Predictability and adequacy 

o Alignment with national priorities and adaptation plans 

Focus on Adaptation and Equity 



• A new Leaders’ Framework Declaration on Climate Finance was released. 

• Emerged from discussions within a new ministerial group formed under Russia’s 
2024 chairmanship. 

• Reinforces the collective position of BRICS as a bloc of major developing 
economies pushing back against perceived climate-related trade injustice. 

Key Takeaways from the BRICS Climate Finance Declaration 

What is CBAM? 

• An EU tariff on carbon-intensive imports to prevent carbon leakage (shifting 
production to countries with lax climate norms). 

o Carbon leakage refers to the shift of greenhouse gas emissions from a 
region with strict climate policies to one with weaker or no environmental 
regulations, due to relocation of production. 

• Purpose 

o Ensure imported goods bear the same carbon cost as EU-produced 
ones. 

o Promote cleaner production practices globally. 

o Prevent undermining of EU climate goals. 



• Carbon Certificates 
• EU importers must buy certificates equal to the carbon price if goods were 

made in the EU. 

• Countries with equivalent carbon pricing regimes are exempt from CBAM 
obligations. 

 

Initial Sectoral Coverage 
• Iron & Steel 

• Cement 

• Fertilizers 

• Aluminium 

• Electricity 

• Hydrogen 



Q2. With reference to the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 
introduced by the European Union, consider the following statements: 

 1. It imposes a tariff on imports of carbon-intensive goods to prevent carbon 
leakage. 

 2. Countries with domestic carbon pricing regimes equivalent to that of the EU 
are exempt from CBAM obligations. 

 3. It currently applies to sectors such as iron and steel, cement, and fertilizers. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 and 2 only 
 (b) 2 and 3 only 
 (c) 1 and 3 only 
 (d) 1, 2 and 3 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: Rising Demand for UNFCCC reform 
Relevance: GS 3/Environment 

REFORMING UNFCCC 



In recent years, climate negotiations have failed to achieve sufficient progress in 
tackling climate change and its impact. Several ideas have been proposed to 
reform these talks, but it’s unlikely that they will be implemented 

About the news  

• Outcomes falling short of what's needed to tackle global warming. 

• Developed countries have not been held accountable for missing climate 
targets, while developing and vulnerable nations feel ignored, raising 
concerns over climate justice. 

• U.S. withdrawal from the talks under President Trump has further undermined 
the process. 

• Inadequate climate finance: Paris Agreement committed to $100 billion/year, 
but actual needs exceed $1.3 trillion/year. 
o Developed countries have agreed to only $300 billion/year starting 2035. 

Credibility Crisis in UNFCCC Climate Negotiations 



• Ahead of COP30 in Brazil (November), there is renewed effort to restore trust 
in the UNFCCC process. 

• The Bonn climate meeting (June 2025) discussed limited reforms: 

o Streamlining agenda items. 

o Limiting delegation sizes and speech durations. 

o Improving inclusivity and negotiation efficiency. 

 Current Reform Efforts 



• Streamlining agenda items to avoid overlap. 

• Limiting the length of country statements. 

• Reducing the size of negotiating teams. 

• Majority-based decision-making, when consensus is unreachable to 
overcome the current veto-based system. 

• Barring countries with poor climate records (like fossil-fuel dependent 
nations) from hosting COPs. 

• Limiting the participation of fossil fuel companies and polluting industries, 
alleging they influence outcomes in their favour. 

• Developed countries need to fulfil and scale up their climate finance 
obligations, especially for adaptation. 

Suggestions for Reforming Climate Negotiations 



• Brazil is working to: 

o Address process inefficiencies and participation barriers. 

o Mainstream climate action across UN bodies and financial institutions. 

o Propose 30 priority action areas to accelerate global climate efforts. 

Brazil’s Leadership Role (COP30 Host) 

UNFCCC 

• UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change) is the 
UN entity supporting the global response to climate change. 

• Originated at the 1992 Earth Summit (Rio de Janeiro) and entered into force 
on March 21, 1994. 

• It has 197 member parties and is the parent treaty of the 2015 Paris 
Agreement. 



Objective 

• As per Article 2, it aims to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations at levels 
that prevent dangerous human-induced climate interference. 

• It emphasizes sustainability by allowing ecosystem adaptation, food security, 
and economic development. 

 

Secretariat 

• Originally in Geneva, now located in Bonn, Germany (since 1996). 

• Services all major UNFCCC bodies, including COP, Subsidiary Bodies, and 
others. 

 

Institutional Arrangements 

• Conference of the Parties (COP) 

o The supreme decision-making body. 

o Meets annually to review progress and adopt decisions. 



• COP President and Bureau 

o COP President  is responsible for facilitating the proceedings of the COP 
and fostering consensus among Parties.The presidency rotates among 
the five UN regional groups, 

o Bureau provides guidance to the COP and its subsidiary bodies, ensuring 
continuity by functioning both during and between sessions. 

 

• Subsidiary Bodies (SBs) 

o Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice: Offers 
guidance on technical issues. 

o Subsidiary Body for Implementation – monitors and reviews 
implementation progress. 

 

• Other Bodies 

o Created by the COP for specific functions (e.g., ad hoc groups, long-term 
dialogues). 

o Report findings and outcomes back to COP. 



Q3. With reference to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC), consider the following statements: 

 1. It originated at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. 
 2. Decision-making within the UNFCCC is  based on majority vote 
 3. The UNFCCC secretariat is currently based in Bonn, Germany. 
 Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
 (a) 1 only 
 (b) 1 and 3 only 
 (c) 2 and 3 only 
 (d) All of the above 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: Eurozone Expansion  
Relevance: GS 3- Economy  

BULGARIA ADOPTS EURO 



• Bulgaria will adopt the euro on January 1, 2026. 

• It becomes the 21st member of the eurozone. 

• Final approval was given by EU finance ministers on July 8, 2025. 

• The official conversion rate set: 1 euro = 1.95583 Bulgarian lev. 

• Bulgaria joined the European Union in 2007. 

About the news  

Eligibility Criteria 

o Inflation control (within 1.5% of three best-performing EU states). 

o Sound fiscal discipline. 

• Earlier efforts were delayed due to high inflation. 

• Economic stability and deeper integration with the West. 
• Protection from external influence, particularly Russia. 

• Strengthened ties with EU institutions and markets. 

Expected Benefits 



Eurozone VS European Union  

The Eurozone comprises EU member states that have adopted the euro (€) as their 
official currency, whereas the European Union is a larger political and economic 
bloc of 27 countries, some of which continue to use their national currencies. 

Eurozone Expansion History 

• Euro introduced: January 1, 2002 (12 founding members). 

• Subsequent joiners: 

o Slovenia (2007) 
o Cyprus, Malta (2008) 
o Slovakia (2009) 
o Estonia (2011) 
o Latvia (2014) 
o Lithuania (2015) 
o Croatia (2023) 



• Maastricht Criteria: Countries must meet specific economic and legal 
conditions outlined in the 1992 Maastricht Treaty (also called convergence 
criteria). 

• Mandatory for EU Members: All EU countries (except Denmark) are required to 
adopt the euro once they meet the criteria. 

• No Fixed Timeline: Member states can adopt their own strategies; the Treaty 
sets no deadline for joining. 

• Evaluation Process: The European Commission and European Central 
Bank (ECB) assess candidate countries and publish reports on their readiness. 

• Final Approval: The ECOFIN Council, after consulting the European 
Parliament and Heads of State, ratifies the decision for euro adoption. 

How Countries Join the Euro Area: 

Mapping Corner  

Bordering countries of Bulgaria  
Romania to the north, Serbia and North Macedonia to the west, Greece and Turkey 
to the south, and the Black Sea to the east. 





Q4. Consider the following countries : 
 1. Romania 
 2. Serbia 
 3. Albania 
 4. Turkey 
 5. Greece 
 How many of the above countries share land border with Bulgaria ? 
 (a) Only two 
 (b) Only three 
 (c) Only four 
 (d) All five 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: Rare Great Hornbill sighting in Ezhimala sparks 
hope for biodiversity. 
Relevance: GS3- Ecology  

GREAT HORNBILL 



• A male Great Hornbill (Malamuzhakki Vezhambal), Kerala’s State Bird, was 
spotted in Kakkampara, near Ezhimala (Kannur district). 

• The location is unusual, as the species is typically confined to evergreen and 
moist deciduous forests. 

About the news  



• Scientific Name: Buceros bicornis 

• Large bird with a distinctive yellow and black casque (bony helmet-like 
structure on top of the beak). 

• Common Names: Great Indian Hornbill, Great Pied Hornbill, Concave-Casqued 
Hornbill 

• Distribution: Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia 

• Habitat: Evergreen and moist deciduous forests 

• Preferred Zones: Western Ghats, Northeastern states, and the Himalayas 

• There are 62 hornbill species globally, with 32 in Asia and 30 in Africa. Many 
hornbill species are facing conservation challenges, with 26 out of 62 listed as 
Globally Threatened or Near Threatened by the IUCN. 

About Great Hornbill 



Ecological Significance 
• Ecologists regard the sighting as a positive indicator of biodiversity. 
• Ramanthali Panchayat President: The event highlights the area's ecological 

richness despite human settlements. 
• Known as “engineers of the forest” for their role in seed dispersal, vital for 

maintaining tropical forest ecosystems 
 
Conservation Status 
• Listed as Vulnerable by IUCN. 
• Protected under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act. 
 
Cultural and Symbolic Value 
• State Bird: Arunachal Pradesh and Kerala 
• Celebrated in Hornbill Festival in Nagaland 
• Holds cultural significance for tribal communities like the Nyishi of Arunachal 

Pradesh 
 
Major Threats 
• Habitat loss due to deforestation and logging 
• Hunting for meat, traditional medicine, and ornamental use 
• Lack of awareness and conservation infrastructure 



Q5. The Great Indian Hornbill is the state bird of which of the following Indian 
states? 

 (a) Nagaland and Manipur 
 (b) Arunachal Pradesh and Kerala 

 (c) Assam and Meghalaya 
 (d) Mizoram and Tripura 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: Global trend of rising military 
expenditures in recent years 
Relevance: GS 2/International Relations 

EFFECTS OF RISING MILITARY SPENDING 



At the NATO summit held in June, member countries pledged to raise their military 
spending to 5% of GDP by 2035. This includes core defense needs and broader 
security-related expenses. The earlier target was 2%. This sharp increase reflects a 
broader global trend of rising military expenditures in recent years. 

About the news  



Current Trends (2024–2025) 
• According to the SIPRI, 2024 Military Spending reached $2,718 billion, a 9.4% 

increase from the previous year - the highest annual rise since 1988. 

o Key Drivers: Ongoing  Russia-Ukraine war and Israel-Gaza conflict. 

• 2025 Outlook: Two big additional conflicts, between India and Pakistan, and 
Israel and Iran, combined with the NATO pledge, will see further increases in 
global military spending in the coming years. 

 
Historical Context 
• Cold War Peak (1960): Highest amounts of Military spending (6.1% of global 

GDP). 
• End of Cold War (1990): Dropped to 3% of global GDP. 

• Post-Cold War Low (1998): Reached a low of 2.1% of GDP, around $1,100 
billion. 

• Recent Increase: Gradually rose from 2.3% in 2015 to 2.5% in 2024. 

Historical Trajectory of Military Expenditures 



Top Military Spenders (by absolute amount) 
• 1st: United States – $997 billion 
• 2nd: China – $314 billion 
• 3rd: Russia – $149 billion 
• 4th: Germany – $88.5 billion 
• 5th: India – $86.1 billion 

 
Overall Spending Concentration 
• The top 15 spenders account for ~80% of global military expenditure. 
• NATO (32 members) collectively accounts for ~55% of global military spending 

(spent $1,506 billion) 
 
 Military Spending as % of GDP 
• Saudi Arabia – 7.3% of GDP 
• Poland – 4.2% 
• United States – 3.4% 
• Others: Range between 2.6% and 1.3% 
• Excludes: Countries at war like Russia, Ukraine, and Israel. 

Who are the biggest military spenders? 



• Reversal of Post-Cold War Gains 
o Decline in military budgets after the Cold War allowed greater spending on 

health, education, and welfare. 

o The current remilitarisation trend threatens these gains and shifts the 
focus away from human development. 

• Military Spending vs UN Funding Crisis 
o Global military spending in 2024: $2.7 trillion. 

o In contrast, the UN’s total annual budget is only $44 billion for 
development, humanitarian aid, and peacekeeping. 

o By mid-2024, the UN had received only $6 billion, forcing it to cut its 
budget to $29 billion. 

• U.S. Foreign Aid Cuts 
o The U.S. has reduced foreign aid and closed USAID, which used to 

provide $50–60 billion annually. USAID helped prevent 91 million deaths 
in 20 years (Lancet study) 

o However,  it spent nearly $1 billion in 12 days on missile interceptors 
during the Israel-Iran war. 

Impact of Military Spending on Other Public Goods  



• Crowding-Out of Health and Development Spending 
o E.g., Pakistan spends over 3% of its GDP on military but less than 1% on 

health, resulting in poor health outcomes. 

o Spain rejected NATO’s 5% GDP defense target due to its impact on 
welfare spending. 

o Harmful for middle- and low-income countries, like Lebanon (29% of 
GDP) and Ukraine (34%), on defence. 

• Militarisation exacerbates the climate crisis 

o A study by the Conflict and Environment Observatory estimated that 
raising NATO’s defense spending to 3.5% of GDP would emit 200 million 
tonnes of CO₂ annually. 

•  Undermining SDGs: 
o SDG 1: No Poverty – Ending extreme poverty needs only $70 billion 

annually; absolute poverty, $325 billion. 

o SDG 3: Good Health –Spending just $1 per person/year on non-
communicable disease prevention could save 7 million lives by 2030 

• Opportunity Cost for Post-COVID Recovery 

o Military budgets continue rising while COVID-recovery and public health 
efforts are under-resourced. 



• Rising Defence Burden 
o After Operation Sindoor, India sanctioned an additional ₹50,000 crore for 

emergency defense purchases. 

o This is in addition to the ₹6.81 lakh crore annual defense budget. 
• Disparity with Social Sector Spending 

o Ayushman Bharat, covering 58 crore people, received only ₹7,200 crore 
in 2023–24. 

o Military spending: 2.3% of GDP. 

o Health spending: Only 1.84% of GDP, below the 2.5% target of the 
National Health Policy and far less than the 10% average in developed 
nations. 

• Geopolitical Pressure and Misinformation 
o NATO’s 5% GDP target is promoted under the idea of "spending more to 

prevent war." 

o However, Russia’s military spending is 10 times less than NATO’s, and 
its economy is 25 times smaller, revealing the disproportion in threat 
perception. 

Impact of Increased Military Spending on India 



Rising military spending, driven by global and regional pressures, risks diverting 
resources from essential public services in India. With low investment in health and 
welfare, increased militarisation could undermine human development. True 
security must balance defence needs with the well-being of citizens. 

Conclusion 



Q. "Rising global militarisation poses a serious challenge to human development, 
especially in middle- and low-income countries like India." Discuss in the 
context of recent defense spending trends and their impact on social sector 
allocations.             (250 words) 

PRACTICE QUESTION 



Backdrop: Launch of  Research Development 
and Innovation (RDI) scheme  
Relevance: GS 3/ Science and Technology 

INDIA’S RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND  
INNOVATION SCHEME 



The Union Cabinet approved a ₹1-lakh crore Research Development and 
Innovation (RDI) scheme to boost private sector investment in basic research. 

• The scheme will operate through the Anusandhan National Research 
Foundation (ANRF), which will act as the custodian of funds. The funds will be 
in the form of low-interest loans.  

About the news  



• Boosts Private Sector Participation 

o 70% of ANRF's funding is expected to come from private sources, 
reversing the current model where the government funds 70% of R&D. 

 

• Creates a Dedicated Institutional Framework 

o Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) will act as   
single-window clearance mechanism for funding R&D  for universities and 
academic institutions.  

• Promotes Innovation-Driven Economy 

o Aligns with India’s goal to become a global innovation hub and move up in 
the Global Innovation Index. 

 

• Addresses Funding Gaps in Basic Research 

o Provides low-interest loans to support research projects, especially in 
universities and research institutions that face funding shortages. 
 

Significance of the Scheme 



• Encourages Academia-Industry Collaboration 

o Seeks to bridge the gap between research institutions and industries, 
facilitating commercialisation of innovations. 

 

• Long-term Vision for Self-Reliance (Aatmanirbhar Bharat) 
o Supports indigenous R&D development, reducing dependence on foreign 

technology imports. 

 
• Potential to Curb Brain Drain 

o By improving research infrastructure and funding, it may help retain 
talented scientists and researchers in India. 

 

• Strategic National Development 
o Enhances national capabilities in key areas such as healthcare, defence, 

digital technologies, and climate solutions. 



• Conservative Funding Criteria 

• Only projects at Technology Readiness Level-4 or above are eligible, 
excluding early-stage (TRL-1 to TRL-3) basic research, which is vital for 
breakthrough innovation. 

• Undermines support for high-risk, high-reward ideas, limiting genuine 
innovation. 

• Lack of Private Sector Appetite for Basic Research 

• Private firms in India prefer applied research with immediate returns; they 
may hesitate to invest in long-term, uncertain basic science. 

• Weak Manufacturing Ecosystem 

• India lacks a deeply skilled and high-tech manufacturing base, making it 
difficult to scale and commercialise innovations from labs to the market. 

• Brain Drain and Talent Shortage 

• India continues to lose talented researchers to better-funded institutions 
abroad, due to limited opportunities, rigid bureaucracy, and poor research 
infrastructure. 

Challenges: 



• Over-Reliance on Private Funding (70%) 
• Expecting 70% of ANRF's budget from private sources is ambitious and 

uncertain, especially without guaranteed investor confidence. 

• Military-industrial investments issues: Unlike advanced nations that benefited 
from military-industrial investments (e.g., GPS, Internet), India lacks similar long-
term high-risk funding. 

• Limited Risk Tolerance in Funding Models 

• The scheme follows a loan-based model, which may discourage small or 
emerging researchers/startups who cannot afford financial risks. 

• Institutional and Bureaucratic Hurdles 

• Despite being a single-window agency, the ANRF may still face delays, 
coordination issues, or political influence in fund allocation and review 
processes. 

• Historical Precedents of Underperformance 

• Previous government R&D initiatives have often struggled with 
implementation, accountability, and uptake by the private sector. 



While the RDI scheme is promising, it must address these structural and 
institutional challenges to ensure that India's research ecosystem becomes truly 
innovative, inclusive,  

Conclusion 



Q. Critically examine the significance and challenges of Research Development 
and Innovation (RDI) scheme in the context of India's innovation ecosystem.  

         (250 words) 

PRACTICE QUESTION 
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