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Backdrop: Nationwide testing of the 

Indigenous Cell Broadcasting 

system for the dissemination of 

warnings during disasters.

Relevance: GS 3/Disaster 
Management

Disaster Warning System



About the news

As part of the Pan-India rollout, testing of the Cell Broadcasting system (being

implemented as part of the SACHET initiative) is being conducted to ascertain the

efficacy and proper functioning of the system before it is rolled out.

● This testing will last for 2-4 weeks, covering the entire country.

● During this period, test messages in English and Hindi may be received by the

public on their mobile handsets.

● Once successfully tested and operationalized, the Cell Broadcasting system

will be used to disseminate alerts in multiple Indian languages across all

mobile handsets.



SACHET (System for Advance Communication of Hazard Events & Threats)



SACHET is a portal and mobile app to provide

timely and geo-targeted alerts to citizens about

potential disasters and emergencies.

● Developed by:

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA),

in collaboration with the Centre for Development

of Telematics (C-DOT).

● It is based on the Common Alerting Protocol

(CAP) recommended by the International

Telecommunication Union (ITU).

● Operational across all 36 States and UTs.

● Multi-channel Dissemination

SACHET (System for Advance Communication of Hazard Events & Threats)

● Integration with the India Meteorological Department (IMD)

and Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services

(INCOIS).

● Multilingual Capability: Alerts issued in 19+ Indian languages

for disasters and weather events



Cell Broadcast System

● Cell Broadcast is a one-way Broadcast: Cell Broadcast messages are sent

out from cell towers to all compatible devices within the cell's coverage area.

● Cell Broadcast vs SMS: While SMS is designed for point-to-point

communication, sending messages to individual recipients,

● Cell Broadcasting is designed for broadcasting messages to all mobile

devices within a specific geographic area.

Common Alerting Protocol (CAP)

It is the standard for disseminating emergency alerts and is promoted by the

International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

● It allows for consistent and effective communication of warnings across different

media platforms (radio, television, internet, mobile phones, etc.).

● The ITU recommends CAP as a key component of Multi-hazard Early Warning

Systems (MHEWS).



National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)

● Established under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

● Apex statutory body for disaster management in India.

● Chaired by the Prime Minister.

● State Disaster Management Authorities (SDMAs) are headed by respective

Chief Ministers.
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C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics)

● Established: 1984

● Type: Autonomous Telecom R&D centre under the Department of

Telecommunications (DoT), Government of India.

● Purpose: Development and promotion of indigenous telecommunication

technologies.

● Recognition: Registered as a Public Funded Research Institution under

DSIR, Ministry of Science & Technology.

Governance Structure:

● Chairman: Union Minister of Communications & IT

● Vice Chairman: Union Minister of State for Communications & IT

● Members: 10 members from various ministries and telecom sectors



Q1. With reference to the SACHET initiative, consider the following statements:

1. It is developed by the NDMA in collaboration with C-DOT.

2. It uses both SMS and Cell Broadcast technologies to disseminate time-critical

alerts.

3. It is currently operational across all 36 States and UTs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) All of the above

PRACTICE QUESTION



Backdrop: PM Sh. Narendra Modi will be 

on a 5 nation visit starting from 2 July 

2025.

Relevance: GS 2 - Bilateral and global 

groupings and agreements involving India 

and affecting India’s interests.

India's outreach to the Global South 



About the news:

Overview of the Visit

1 July 2–3, 2025 – Ghana

2 July 3–4, 2025 – Trinidad & 

Tobago

3 July 4–5, 2025 – Argentina

4 July 5–8, 2025 – Brazil

5 July 9, 2025 – Namibia



About the news:

Overview of the Visit

Duration: July 2–9, 2025

Focus Areas:

o Trade, defence, energy, rare earth minerals

o Technology, agriculture, health, AI

o Counter-terrorism, multilateralism, Global South outreach

Occasions:

o Attending 17th BRICS Summit in Brazil

o Marking 180 years of Indian migration to Trinidad & Tobago

Diplomatic Theme: Balancing relations with both West and non-West groupings



Ghana Visit (July 2–3)

 Significance:

o First-ever bilateral visit by PM Modi

o First visit by an Indian PM in three decades

 Key Areas of Cooperation:

o Economic, energy, defence, development

o Vaccine development hub in West Africa

o Critical minerals, agriculture, digital infrastructure

o Cultural exchange programs

 Geopolitical Significance: Strengthening ties with ECOWAS(Economic 

Community of West African States) and African Union



India–Ghana Relations

Diplomatic & Historical Ties

 Diplomatic relations established in 1957, the year Ghana 

gained independence.

 Strong ties rooted in shared colonial history, Non-Aligned 

Movement, and South-South cooperation.

Trade & Economic Relations

 India is largest destination for Ghanaian exports

 Gold = 70%+ of India's imports from Ghana

 India is the largest destination for Ghanaian exports.

 Indian investment in:

o Mining, energy, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, and 

SMEs

 Bilateral trade steadily expanding; scope for collaboration 

in renewable energy, infrastructure, and digital public 

infrastructure.



Multilateral Engagement

 Cooperation in forums like:

o India-Africa Forum Summit, African Union, UN, and 

Commonwealth

 Ghana supports India’s bid for UNSC reform and greater 

role in global governance.



Trinidad & Tobago Visit (July 3–4)

 Significance:

o First Indian PM-level visit since 1999

o PM Modi’s first visit to the country

o 180 years of Indian immigration being marked

o 40–45% of Indian diaspora in the Caribbean lives in 

Trinidad & Tobago

 Key Focus:

o Diversifying cooperation in pharmaceuticals, 

renewable energy, digital infra



India–Trinidad & Tobago Relations

Diplomatic & Historical Ties

 Diplomatic relations since 1962 (T&T independence).

 Strong historical link due to a large Indian diaspora (40–

45% of T&T population).

Trade & Economic Relations

 Bilateral trade reached $341.61 million in FY 2024–25.

 Key focus areas:

o Pharmaceuticals, digital infrastructure, renewable

energy, and education

o Potential in energy cooperation and IT services

Multilateral Cooperation

 Regular coordination at Commonwealth, UN etc

 Shared commitment to South-South cooperation and

climate action.



Argentina Visit (July 4–5)

 Significance:

o First bilateral Indian PM visit in 57 years

o First full-fledged meeting between PM Modi &

President Javier Milei

 Key Areas of Cooperation:

o Defence, agriculture, rare earth minerals, oil & gas

o Traditional and renewable energy

o Trade, investment, and people-to-people ties

o Lithium cooperation for India’s green energy push

o Trade

 India was Argentina’s 5th-largest trading partner

in 2024

 Major imports from Argentina: Soybean,

sunflower oil



India–Argentina Relations

Diplomatic Ties

 Diplomatic relations established in 1949.

 Upgraded to a Strategic Partnership in 2019.

Trade & Economy

 Major imports: Soybean oil, sunflower oil, lithium, and other minerals.

 Key areas of cooperation:

o Agriculture, mining, oil & gas, renewable energy

o Manufacturing, healthcare, pharmaceuticals

Strategic Sectors

 Lithium cooperation: Key for India’s electric mobility & green energy goals.

 Joint efforts to boost rare earth mineral trade and processing.

 Expanding defence cooperation: Discussions on joint production, tech-

sharing.

Multilateral & Global Cooperation

 Regular engagement through G20, BRICS, and South-South forums.

 Shared views on:

o Multilateral reforms, climate action, and counter-terrorism

o Strengthening global south voice in global governance



Brazil Visit (July 5–8)

 Events:

o Attend 17th BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro (July 5–7)

o Followed by State Visit to Brasilia (July 8)

 BRICS Discussion Themes:

o Global governance reform, peace and security

o Strengthening multilateralism

o Climate action, AI, economic and financial cooperation

o Declaration to reflect India’s stance on Pahalgam terror attack

o Brazil’s interest in:

 Secure battlefield communication systems

 Offshore patrol vessels, Akash air defence system

 Scorpene submarine maintenance

 Garuda artillery guns, coastal surveillance systems



Namibia Visit (July 9)

 Significance:

o Modi’s first visit to Namibia; third by any Indian PM

o Tribute to Dr Sam Nujoma, Namibian independence icon

o Address to Namibian Parliament

 Bilateral Trade:

o Grown from $3 million (2000) to ~$600 million (2024)

 Investment Sectors:

o Mining, diamond processing, manufacturing, services

 Key Cooperation:

o Unified payment interoperability agreement expected

o Emphasis on value-added manufacturing in Africa



India–Namibia Relations

Diplomatic Ties

 Established in 1990 after Namibia’s independence.

 India supported Namibia’s freedom struggle.

Trade & Economy

 India imports: Diamonds, uranium, minerals

 India exports: Pharmaceuticals, machinery, services

 Indian investments in mining, manufacturing, diamond processing.

Wildlife Cooperation

 2022: India translocated 8 cheetahs from Namibia to Kuno National Park –

world’s first intercontinental carnivore transfer.

New Areas of Cooperation

 Digital Public Infrastructure: Unified payment system interoperability planned.

 Health, education, agriculture, and capacity building (ITEC scholarships,

training).

 Focus on value addition and local manufacturing in Namibia.



Strategic & Multilateral Cooperation

 Collaboration in UN, NAM, India-Africa Forum Summit.

 Shared views on counter-terrorism, South-South

cooperation, and global governance reform.



Geopolitical & Diplomatic Context of the 5 Nation Visit

 India’s simultaneous Global South engagement and

Western alignment:

o PM Modi in Africa & Latin America

o EAM Jaishankar in US for Quad Foreign Ministers’

meet (July 1)

 Strong push for anti-terror narrative at UN and BRICS:

o Condemnation of Pahalgam attack in BRICS declaration

o UN exhibition on Human Cost of Terrorism by

Jaishankar

 Reiterating India’s stance:

o Zero tolerance for terrorism, expose state sponsors

(ref. Pakistan)



Q2. With reference to India’s outreach to the Global South through PM Modi’s 2025

five-nation visit, consider the following statements:

1. India is the largest importer of gold from Ghana, accounting for over 70% of its imports

from the country.

2. A unified payment interoperability agreement was discussed between India and

Namibia.

3. The BRICS Summit held in Argentina focused on global governance reforms and

climate action.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) All three

PRACTICE QUESTION



Backdrop: Cases of cultural 

misappropriation by foreign brands

Relevance: GS 3/Indian Economy

Can GI tag prevent cultural misappropriation? 



About the news:

Recently, at its Spring/Summer 2026 menswear show in Milan, Italian luxury brand

Prada unveiled footwear inspired by India’s Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged

Kolhapuri chappals, sparking accusations of ‘cultural misappropriation’.

Cases in the Past:

 Basmati Rice (1997): U.S. company Ricetec was granted a patent on Basmati

rice varieties. India challenged it successfully, restricting the use of the name

“Basmati”.

 Turmeric (1995): A U.S. patent was granted for turmeric’s wound-healing

properties. Revoked after India’s Council of Scientific and Industrial

Research (CSIR) proved it was traditional knowledge.

 Neem (2000): A European patent on neem-based antifungal use was revoked,

as it was already known in Indian practices.



What is a geographical indication?

It is a form of ‘intellectual property’ that identifies goods as originating from a

specific country, region, or locality, where their distinctive qualities,

characteristics, or reputation are essentially linked to that ‘place of origin’.

Unlike trademarks, which are owned by enterprises, GIs are public property

belonging to the producers of the concerned goods and cannot be assigned,

transmitted, or licensed.

GI-tagged goods in India –

In India, there are currently 658 registered GI-tagged goods, including

 Chanderi sarees (Madhya Pradesh),

 Madhubani painting (Bihar),

 Pashmina shawls (J&K),

 Kancheepuram silk (Tamil Nadu), and

 Darjeeling tea (West Bengal).

Recent Additions

 Majuli Masks (Assam, Handicraft)

 Kodaikanal Garlic (Tamil Nadu, Agricultural)

 Moirang Phee Fabric (Manipur, Textile)

 Bhoramdeo Metal Art (Chhattisgarh, Handicraft)

 Sitamarhi Paintings (Bihar, Handicraft)





Types of Products Covered:

 Applicable to a wide range of goods, including:

o Agricultural products, foodstuffs, wines, spirits

o Handicrafts and certain industrial products

 The product must have distinct qualities or characteristics linked to its

geographical origin.

 Geographical Indication (GI) tags in India are not available for services.

Eligibility Criteria:

 Trader groups, associations, or organizations can apply.

 Applicants must prove the product’s uniqueness, supported by historical

evidence and a detailed production process.



GI tag Protection in India

The Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act,

1999 is India’s primary legislation for GI registration and protection.

 Key Provisions:

o Establishes the Geographical Indications Registry to handle GI

applications.

o Protects for 10 years, with unlimited renewals.

o Includes civil and criminal penalties for GI infringement.

o Allows for the registration of authorised users and producer

associations.



International Conventions on GI Tags

 Paris Convention (1883): Provides a multilateral framework for protecting

industrial property, including geographical indications (GIs).

 Lisbon System (1958): Focuses on the international registration of

appellations of origin, a specific category of GIs.

o Offers a centralized filing process and ensures protection across all

member countries.

 Madrid System: Primarily for international trademark registration, but also

allows GI protection via collective or certification marks.

 TRIPS Agreement (1995), under the WTO: It provides international legal

recognition and protection for Geographical Indications (GIs). It provides legal

measures to prevent misuse or misleading use of GIs.

 India, as a TRIPS signatory, enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods

(Registration and Protection) Act, 1999, which came into force in 2003.



How can infringement be tackled?

 GI rights are territorial, meaning protection is limited to the country where 

the GI is registered. There is no automatic global GI protection.

 For international protection, a GI must first be:

o Recognised in the country of origin, and then

o Registered separately in other jurisdictions as required

 Infringement action can be taken by registered proprietors or authorised users 

if:

o The GI is used without permission,

o It misleads consumers about product origin,

o Leads to unfair competition or passing off.



Q3. With reference to Geographical Indications (GIs), consider the following

statements:

1. GI tags apply to Agricultural products, Handicrafts, and certain services in

India.

2. GI protection is territorial and must be registered in each jurisdiction for

enforcement.

3. In India, GI tag protection is provided for 10 years.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

PRACTICE QUESTION



Backdrop: Prime Minister pays 

tribute to tribal heroes on Hul Diwas

Relevance: GS 1/Modern Indian 
History

Hul Diwas



About the news:

Hul Diwas

Hul Diwas is observed every year on June 30 to commemorate the Santhal

Rebellion of 1855–56, also known as the Santhal Hul.

 Mass tribal uprising against British colonial rule, exploitative landlords,

and moneylenders in what is now Jharkhand.

 Mobilised over 50,000 Santhals from nearly 400 villages.

 Began in Bhognadih village, revered as the birthplace of Sidhu and Kanhu

Murmu.

 It Lasted for about nine months.

 Met with brutal British repression, including the execution of rebel leaders.

 Key leaders:

o Sidhu Murmu and Kanhu Murmu

o Chand, Bhairav, and sisters Phoolo and Jhano, etc..

Historians consider it one of India’s earliest organized tribal uprisings.



Impact

o The rebellion resulted in key legislative measures:

 The Sonthal Parganas Act, 1855

 The Santhal Parganas Tenancy Act, 1876

These laws resulted in the creation of the Santhal Pargana district and helped in

safeguarding tribal land rights.



Q4. After the Santhal Uprising subsided, what were the measures taken by the 

colonial government? (CSE 2018)

1. The territories called ‘Santhal Parganas’ were created.

2. It became illegal for a Santhal to transfer land to a non-Santhal.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

PRACTICE QUESTION



Backdrop: Thali Index as an alternative to Current poverty 

estimates

Relevance: GS2/ Issues relating to Poverty and Hunger

The Thali Index 



About the news

The 2023–24 Household Consumption Survey has led to new poverty

estimates by SBI and the World Bank:

 SBI: Rural poverty at 4.86%, urban at 4.09%.

 World Bank: “Extreme poverty” at 2.8% (rural) and 1.1% (urban) for 2022–

23.

However, the criticism to the above estimates -

Limitations of the current Poverty Estimation

 Data Comparability Issue: The 2023–24 consumption data is not comparable

to the 2011–12 data due to changes in survey methodology.

 Neglect of Standard of Living: Current poverty estimates ignore the broader

standard of living, focusing only on minimal consumption thresholds.

o Poverty estimates based on consumption sufficient for minimum

calorie intake are a physiological approach.

 Subsidy Policy Implications: Independent observers question how the

reported low poverty levels affect the justification for existing subsidies.



Thali Approach- A better alternative

The Thali Approach is a food-based metric to assess the standard of living and

poverty, based on what people can realistically consume.

 A thali (typical Indian meal) includes carbohydrates, proteins, vitamins, and

varies across regions but is widely accepted as nutritionally adequate.

 Measuring how many thalis a person can afford daily offers a realistic food-

based standard of living.

 The cost of one vegetarian thali (~₹30) was estimated using Crisil’s regional

ingredient data.

Findings based on Thali Index (2023-24)

 Rural India: Up to 40% couldn't afford 2 thalis a day.

 Urban India: Up to 10% lacked the same.

 These figures suggest higher food deprivation than poverty rates from

SBI/World Bank imply.



Reason for the difference in measurement:

 Thali Index takes the expenditure on food as

opposed to total consumption expenditure as

the relevant measure of consumption.

o There are five items of essential

expenditure that a household cannot

forgo if it is to ensure its livelihood.

Food becomes the residual expense,

hence measuring standard of living via

actual food expenditure is more practical.

Now, expenditure on food ends up as the

residual.

Therefore, when appraising the standard of

living in terms of food consumption, basing it

on the actual expenditure on food would be

realistic.

Essential Expenditure Breakdown

Housing Conveyance

Telephony Health

Education



Significance of the Thali Approach

 Culturally Rooted & Nutritionally Complete: The thali is a recognized

cultural unit of food in India and reflects a balanced diet.

 Realistic Standard of Living Indicator: It provides a practical and relatable

measure of whether people can afford enough nutritious meals daily.

 Highlights Food Deprivation: The comparison with estimates by WB and SBI

indicates greater deprivation.

An alternative poverty metric to measure subsidy:

Findings based on the Thali Index suggest that food subsidies should be

rationalised, not eliminated.

 In rural India, individuals at the 70th percentile receive nearly the same per

capita subsidy as those at the 5th percentile, despite being able to afford twice

as many thalis without assistance.

 Hence, removing subsidies for the better-off and increasing support for

the poorer sections would be a more effective and equitable approach.



Conclusion

The Thali Index offers a grounded, culturally relevant lens to assess poverty and food insecurity in

India, moving beyond abstract calorie counts or aggregate consumption figures. Its findings reveal a

stark contrast between official poverty estimates and actual food deprivation, particularly in rural areas.

These insights underscore the need to rethink how poverty is measured and how welfare policies are

designed.



PRACTICE QUESTION

Q. “Measuring poverty shouldn’t be about calories. India needs a Thali Index.” In light of this 

statement, critically examine the limitations of current poverty measurement methods in India and 

evaluate the merits of adopting a consumption-based approach like the Thali Index.

(250 words)


