NEXT IARS

The TRUMP DOCTRINE:

Gain or Loss for India?
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Context:

1 Donald Trump was sworn in as thd7th president of the United
States on January 202025 ushering in a new term with sweeping
promises to reshape the nation.
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1. What is the America First Policy?
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1 US President Donald Trumphas"America First " ashis priorities
and this includes makingmerica safe agan, making thecountry
affordable, achieving energy dominance, draining the swampnd
bringing backAmerican values

1 America First refers to apopulist political theory in the United
States that emphasizes thdundamental notion of "putting
America first", which generally involvesdisregarding global
affairs and focusing solely on domestic policy in the United States

1 This generally denotegolicies of ron-interventionism, American
nationalism, and protectionist trade policy.

1 The term wascoined by President Woodrow Wilsonin his 1916
campaignthat pledged t&keep America neutral in World War |.

{1 Decades later,Donald Trump used theslogan in his 2016
presidential campaign and presidency (2012021), emphasizing
the U.S.'s withdrawal from international treaties and
organizations in the administration's foreign policy.
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1 In 2017, the administration proposedederal budget for 2018 with
both "Make America Great Again" and "America First" in its
title, with thelatter referencing its increases to military, homeland
security, and veteran spendingcuts to spending that goesvards
foreign countries, and 16year objective of achieving a balanced
budget

2. Enlistthe key policies of Trump 2.0?

1 Donald Trump has returned to th@/hite House, having promised
action on issuescluding immigration, the economy and the war
in Ukraine.

1 He looks likely to enjoyplenty of support for his political agenda
in Congress after his Republican Party regained control of the
Senate.

Key policies | Analysis

Decpl)ort q 1 While campaigning, Trump promised the
undocumented) © piggest mass deportationsof undocumented
migrants

migrants in US history.

1 He also pledged to complete the building of
wall at the border with Mexico that was starte
during his first presidency.

1 The number of crossings at the US souther
border hit record levels at the end of last yea
during the BiderHarris administration, befol
falling in 2024.

1 Experts have told the BB thatdeportations on
the scale promised by Trump would face hug
legal and logistical challenges and could slow
economic growth.
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Migrant Encounters Rise
at Southern U.S. Border

Number of migrant encounters at the U.S.-Mexico border,
by fiscal year
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Moves on
economy, tax
and tariffs

Trump has promised tdend inflation" - which
rose to high levels under President Jo@iden
before falling again

But a president's power to directly influence pri
is limited.

He has alsopromised sweeping tax cuts
extending his overhaul from 2017

He has proposed makirtips tax-free, abolishing
tax on social security payments and slving
corporation tax.

He has proposedew tariffs of at least 10% on
most foreign goodsto cut the trade deficit.

Imports from China could bear an additional
60% tariff , he has said. Some economists I
warned that such moves could push up price
for ordinary people.

4|Page



NEXT IAS

> 25%TAX

ON PRODUCTS FROM
CANADA AND MEXICO
~ AN ADDITIONAL

~ 10% TARIFF

ON GOODS FROM CHINA

' A

{/

Cut climate
regulations

1 During his first presidencyJrump rolled back
hundreds of environmental protections and
made America thérst nation to withdraw from
the Paris climate agreement.

1 The Climate Deregulation Tracker, run by the
Sahin Center for Climate Change Law, has
documented more thad30 steps the Trumg
administration has taken to scale bacl
measures to fight climate change.

1 This time, he has agairowed to cut regulations,
particularly as a wayto help the American car
industry.

1 He has constantly attacked electric vehicles
promising to overturn Biden's targets
encouraging the switch to cleaner cars.

1 He haspledged to increase production of US
fossil fuels- vowing to "drill, drill, drill*  on day
one in favour of renewable elgg sources such :
wind power.

1 He wants to open areas such as the Arct
wilderness to oil drilling, which he argues wou
lower energy costs
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£€ The United States
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No abortion
ban

Against the wishes of some of his support
Trump said during the presidential debate with
Kamala Harris that he would not sign into law
a national abortion ban.

In 2022, thenationwide constitutional right to
abortion was overturned by the Suprems
Court, which had a majority of conservati
judges following Trump's first presidency.

Reproductive rights became a key campaignin
topic for Harris, and several states approves
measures to protect or expand abortion rights
on polling day.

Trump himself has regularly saigtates shoulg
be free to decide their own laws on abortionbut
struggled to finch consistent message of his ow

Pardon some
Jan 6 rioters

Trump has said he will'free" some of those
convicted of offence during the riot in
Washington DC on 6 January 2021when his
supportersstormed the Capitol building in an
effort to thwart the 2020 election victory of Jog
Biden.
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M Several deaths were blamed on the violeng
which Trump was accused of inciting.

He has worked to downplay the riot's
significance and recast the hundreds ¢
supporters who were convicted as politic
prisoners.

He coninues to say many of them &
"wrongfully  imprisoned”, though has
acknowledged that "a couple of them, probably
they got out of control”.

3. What do Americans expect From the Trump 2.0?

1 Gallup conducted a survey on whamericans think the Trump
administration will accomplish over thaext four years

1 It found thatnearly seven in ten respondents (68 percent) said that

the incoming administration will control immigration.
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What Americans Expect
From the New Trump Era

Share of respondents who said the 2nd Trump
administration will be able to do the following (in %)

Control illegal immigration P.p. change since Trump’s 2016 administration

68 @ +9
Keep the nation out of war

I S5 © +17

Reduce the crime rate

N 51 @® +8
Improve education

I 43 @ -10
Improve race relations &
I 41 = ® +6
Improve the healthcare system A
I 40 @ 2
Improve the quality of the environment

I =5 H H H - 0
Heal political divisions in this country

[k ® -6

1,000+ respondents (18+ y/o) in the U.S. surveyed Nov. 10-11, 2016 and Dec. 2-18, 2024

16 Percent of Republicans Worry
About Trump’s Extremist Ties

Share of respondents very/somewhat concerned about
Donald Trump’s/Kamala Harris’ ties to radicals (in %)"

M Very concerned Somewhat concerned
Republican

Donald Trump m 16

Democrat

Kamala Harris I4 6

17 86

Independent

Donald Trump 38 23 61
Kamala Harris 21 51

* by party I.D.
1,023 respondents (18+ y/o0) in the U.S. surveyed Oct. 1-12, 2024
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4. What does the U.S. import from Mexico, Canada

and China?

1 Tariffs on the U.S! neighbors would meanTrump would end the
United StatesMexico-Canada Agreement on free tradethat his
administration negotiated and that he himsaifned in 2018 as a
successoto theNorth American Free Trade Agreement, NAFTA

for short.

What Does the U.S. Import From
Mexico, Canada and China?

Imports of most value in the trade between the U.S. and
Mexico/Canada/China in 2022 (in billion U.S. dollars)

(*) m Total imports: 421

Computers

Cars

Motor vehicle
parts

Crude petroleum
Cars

Petroleum gas

— -
(+) Total imports: 438

e Total imports: 551

Broadcasting
equipment

Computers

Office machine
parts

17

Machinery
B Transportation
Minerals

117

59
52
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5. How does Tump 2.0 impact Global Politics?
1 Donald Trump has been sworn in as thR&th President of the

United States

f Hssecond ter mds aaretalready pnadctimglobap ol 1 ¢
diplomacy and economic dynamics.

Dimensions Analysis
Israel-Hamas 1 Before resuming office, Trump facilitated a
war breakthrough in the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict.

1 Steve Witkoff, a New York real estat
developer and investor,was reportedly
instrumental in delivering the message f
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
that Trump wanted the deal in placeby the
time he takes office.

TEAM BIDEN THANKS TRUMP AFTER
ISRAEL-HAMAS HOSTAGE DEAL

1 He pressuretsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to accept aceasefire in Gaza,a
dealpreviously del ayed
presidency.
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1 Trump alsoleveraged influence over Hama
and othergroups, marking &ey achievement
in the region.

Ukraine-Russia
conflict

1 InUkraine, Tr umpo6s r et ur dor
peace talks.

1 His administratioraims to negotiate an end t(
the war with aproposed 100day target.

1 However, Ukr ai ne 0 s Pr skg,
under pressure due to ongoing territorial
losses,may face demands famoncessions tha
favor Russia.

T Theout c o me of T r uwemailg
uncertain asRussia maintains control of
significant Ukrainian territories.

RUSSIA-UKRAINE WAR
Who controls what in Ukraine?

Day 1,056 - January 15,2025 | 11:00 GMT
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Canada

T Trumpds pr o priffsan Can@d@ary
goods intensified political challenges in
Ottawa.

1 Former Finance Minister Chrystia
Freel andos r ehghlighted
di sagreements over h

Qh Donald J. Trump &
@realDonald Trump

Oh Canada!

1 Subsequently, Canadian Prime Minister
Justin  Trudeau stepped down amidst
dwindling party support, signaling major
political shifts in Canada.

China

TChi naods economi ¢ thaugh
meeting government targetgflects challengeg
from internal and external pressures

1 The lingering property crisis, high debt and
youth unemployment are ©mpounded by
Trumpbs tariff threa
of Chinese goods.
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f Theseuncertainties | oo

U.S. Trade Deficit With China

Narrows to Lowest Since 2010
U.S. trade in goods with China since 1985

= |mports == Exports Balance
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growth prospects even as experts pred
marginally stable figures.

Iran

IRAN FEARS
TRUMP 2.0

Dur i ng  Ttenurenasopsesidenthe US
unilaterally withdrew from a 2015 agreement
that saw Iran scale back its nuclea
programme in exchange for a lifting d
international sanctions against its economy

13|Page



NEXT IAS

1 However Iran hopes that the approaches ant
policies of the (new) US governmenwill be
realistic and based omternational law and
respect for the interestsand desires of th
nations of the region.

6. Enlist some orders signed by Trump after becoming
president?

1 In a dramatic inauguration, Donald Trump took immediate
action on Day 1,withdrawing frominternational accords like the
WHO and Paris Climate Agreement, while granting pardons to
January 6 rioters.

Orders Analysis
UsS Il_deaving 1 US President Donald Trump announced o
\Iflvga:Ith January,20 that theUnited Stateswould exit the

World Health Organization (WHO), criticizing
the global health agency for mishandling
COVID-19 pandemic and other international
health crises.

PRESIDENT TRUMP
ORDERS US EXIT FROM WHO
i SR A _:‘:'\_,f ‘x‘/ T ' |

Organization
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As reported byReuters, Trump sad the WHO
had failed to act independently from the
"Inapprop riate political influence of WHO
member states" and required'unfairly onerous
payments" from the U.S. that ardisproportionate
to the sums provided by other,larger countrieg
such as China.

The consequencesof this event aresignificant,
especially sine the US has been a majc
financial contributor to thaVHO since 1948.

The US contributed around 18% of WHO's
overall funding.

Its mostrecent two-year budget, for 20242025,
was $6.8 billion.

January 6
rioters

President Trump signed pardonsfor some ofthe
1,500 participants in theJanuary 6, 2021attack
on the Capitol by his supporters trying to
overturn the 2020 election.

He againreferred to those who were convicted ¢
pleaded guilty over theriots@sh o st ag e s

On January 6, 2021,supporters of thePresident
Donald Trump stormed the US Capitol to
prevent Congressf r om <certi fyi
victory in the 2020 presidential election.

Paris
Climate
Accord

On the same day Trumpwas sworn in as th&7th
president of the United Stateshe withdrew thg
country from theParis climate accord,repeating 4
move fromhis first term.
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1 Leaving the agreement would takea year after

1 It came days after thgear 2024 was declared th

submitting a formal notice to theUnited Nations,
which forms the basis ointernational climate
negotiations.

The withdrawal of thewor | d6s bi ¢
emitter fromglobal efforts to fight climate change
will come intoforce officially after a year of giving
a notice.

(F1] N.

warmest year on recordand thefirst when the
average global temperature broke the 1.5 °C
threshold over thepre-industrial level.

Expertssaidi r umpos withdraw
Agreement a multilateral arrangemerib keep
global warming from reaching dangerous leve
sets a poor precedent for developing countrig
such as India.
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Cuba

1 US President Donald Trump swiftly overturned

Joe Biden's decisionto remove Cuba from the
blacklist of state sponsors of terrorism a move
announced just days earlier as part of a deal to
prisoners.

In a statement released shoryl after the
inauguration, theWhite House confirmed that
Trump had rescinded a series of executiy
orders, including the one regarding Cuba.

Cuban President Miguel DiazCanel lashed oult
at newly inaugurated U.S. President Donalg
Trump on Monday for putting the Caribbean
nation back on the U.S.' state sponsors ¢
terrorism list, calingitnhan act of

di sregard for the trut

No More
Birthright
Citizenship

In defiance of the US Constitution's 14th
amendment President Donald Trump signed ar
executive order on Monday tharacks down on
birthright citizenship in the US.

BORN IN IIS

BUT CITIZENSHIP-

NOT GURANTEED‘ U
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1 "The federal government will not recognize
automatic birthright citizenship for children of
illegal aliens born in the United States,"Trump
stated in a statement to the media

1 Additionally, the plan to screen and ve
undocumented immigrantsis also under process

Delay in Tik
Tok Ban

1 Within the first few hours of his second termon
Monday, Jan. 20, President Donald Trumg
followed through on hispromise to delay the
enforcement of theTikTok ban.

1 Trump signed an executive order directingthe
Department of Justicaot to enforce the ban for at
least 75 days.

TRUMP SAVES
TIKTOK

1 When signing the orderTrump said the U.S.
should broker a deal to own half of TikTok.

M He estimated it could be woth $1 trillion.

US to
Recognize
Only Two
Genders

1 On his first day back in the White House,
President Trump issued an order stating tay
male and female will be recognized in the U
going forward.
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1 Additionally, Trump overturned scores of Biden
administration directives that promotedacial
justice and fought against prejudice agains
homosexual and transgender individuals.

'"THERE ARE ONLY TWO GENDERS,

MALE AND FEMALE'

‘: HO s

1 The order states that thgovernment must use
"sex" rather than "gender" and that al
governmentissued identification documents
such as passports and visas, must be basédno
individual's immutable biological classification
as either male or female."

7.What does Trump 2.0 mean for Indid.S. relations?

T Tr umpds fwas markedtb@eepaning USndia relations,
driven inpart by hisrapport with Prime Minister Narendra Modi .
High-profile events like th019 'Howdy Modi' rally in Houston
and the2020 'Namaste Trump' event in Ahmedabadshowcased a
mutual commitment to stronger ties.

{1 Given the close ties between the US andidn economiesany
policy changes in the US could significantly affect diplomatic ties,
India's trade flow, global alliances, and capital flows.
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Aspects

Analysis

Strategic
Partnership

T During Tfirstt merma,s the India-US
relationship evolved into a multifaceted
partnership.

1 In 2016, as a candidatérump famously declared
his admiration for India, sayingfi | am a
Hi ndus, big fan of 1 nd

1 Prime Minister Narendra Modi is among thigrst
world leaders to congratulate Trump after his
victory.

TTrumpods s e s @xpectedt taning both
continuity and change in global geopolitics.

1 Key figures such aMarco Rubio and Mike Waltz
likely to hold significant positions in his
administration, there could be a shift towa
strengthening partnerships with strategic allies
like India.

1 I\/IarcoRubio, a staunchindia supporter and a
China hawk, has been advocating foloser defense
and technology ties between the US and India.
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Trade

Bilateral 1 Oneofthéhal | mar k pol i crstterm

was the introduction of trade tariffs aimed at
curbing imports and boosting U.S. production

A second term could see ascalation in thesg
protectionist policies with more aggressive tarif]
targeting countries lik€hina, Japan, South Korea,
and even India.

For exportoriented sectors in Indigarticularly
textiles, IT services, and manufacturingthis could
be adouble-edged sword

On one hand, it mastrain trade relations with the
U.S. and reduce the competitiveness of Indial
exports.

On the other hand|ndian firms might be able to
capture a larger share of the global marketas theg
U.S. shifts its supply chains away from China.

The U.S.-India Trade Relationship

Top traded commodity types between India and
the United States in 2023 (in billion U.S. dollars)

Exports from India to the U.S.

Pearls, (semi)precious stones/
metals, imitation jewelry, coins

Electrical machinery/
equipment (incl. parts)

Pharmaceutical products

Mineral fuels/oils/waxes,
bituminous substances

Exports from the U.S. to India

Mineral fuels/oils/waxes,
bituminous substances

=
(=]
(=

—_—
—
.

Pearls, (semi)precious stones/metals,
imitation jewelry, coins

Nuclear reactors/boilers/
machinery/mechanical appliances

Total export value
SHOETBS
£33 401

~N

Air-/spacecraft (incl. parts) p
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Personal
Bond:
From
‘Howdy,
Modi' to
'Namaste
Trump

1 PM Narendra Modi was among thdirst world
leaders to congatulate Donald Trump onfah i s
el ect i onnthe US presidential election.

ﬂ Narendra Modi &2

@narendramodi

Heartiest congratulations my friend @realDonaldTrump on your historic
election victory. As you build on the successes of your previous term, |
look forward to renewing our collaboration to further strengthen the
India-US Comprehensive Global and Strategic Partnership. Together,
let’s work for the betterment of our people and to promote global peace,
stability and prosperity.

e

India and USA share a common commitment to democracy and pluralism.
Our nations are cooperating extensively on a wide range of issues. Robust
friendship between our nations augurs well not only for our citizens but also
for the entire world.

!_' Narendra Modi @ @narendramodi - 3m v

Q 107 Tl 38 QO 1.6K 25
% Narendra Modi & @narendramodi - 4m v
k Extremely delighted that @POTUS @realDonaldTrump and @FLOTUS wiill

visit India on 24th and 25th February. India will accord a memorable
welcome to our esteemed guests.

This visit is a very special one and it will go a long way in further cementing
India-USA friendship.

Q 140 T 520 QO 1K gy
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-. MNarendra Modi @ v
g'"‘ @narendramodi
Dear , your presence at
in Houston was a watershed moment in
India-USA ties.

Since assuming office, you have been a steadfast friend
of India and the Indian community.

Your presence indicates your respect towards India and
the Indian diaspora.

Donald J. Trump & @realDonaldTrump - 6m v
The USA Loves India!

£ PMO India® @PMOIndia - 2h
Thank you Houston for such amazing affection! #HowdyModi

O 1K T 31K ) 87K AN

Donald J. Trump & v
@realDonaldTrump

Extraordinary times require even closer cooperation
between friends. Thank you India and the Indian people
for the decision on HCQ. Will not be forgotten! Thank
you Prime Minister @NarendraModi for your strong
leadership in helping not just India, but humanity, in
this fight!
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Immigratio
n Policy

1 Donald Trump's first day as thel7th Presidentof
the United States was marked by a significant n
to reshape theountry's immigratio n landscape.

1 He signed arexecutive orderthat targets multiple
immigration laws, including the long-standing
principle of birthright citizenship.

TRUMP IMMIGRATION ORDERS

« End birthright citizenship
» Increase immigration agents
« Declare national emergency at southern border

« End “catch-and-release”
« Resume border wall construction
«  ¢Reinstate "Remain in Mexico"
« “Terrorist" designation for migrant gangs & cartels

AR

1 The Trump admlnlstratlon hasdeemed blrthrlght
citizenship as "ridiculous” and claims thatending
it will curb illegal immigration.

1 India is taking steps tadentify and repatriate its
citizens living illegally in the US signalling its
willingness to cooperate with the Trump
administration in an effort to avoid a trade conflict

1 According to Bloomberg, souces say that the tw
countries have identified abouf8,000 Indian
migrants in theUS who will be sent back to India.

1 According to aNovember,2023 PTI report, the US
has 7,50,000 illegal immigrants from India the
third largest such group after illegal imigrants
from Mexico and El Salvador.
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1T A Times of India report in December 2024

NUMBER OF INDIANS TRYING
TO ENTER THE US ILLEGALLY HAS RISEN

2
1067
1527
2578
3668
3135
9234
8027
19883
30662
63927

~
o

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

indicated that50 per cent of the 90,000 Indian
arrested by US immigration in the last two fiscal
might be Gujaratis.

Defence ties q

During Tr ump 0 s first t e had
deepened thettefense and strategic relations.

The two countries signed th€ommunications
Compatibility and Security Agreement
(COMCASA) during a 2+2 foreign and defense
mi ni stersd6 meeting 1in

This agreement facilitated th#ansfer of secure
communication equipment thus enhancingeal-
time intelligence-sharing andmilitary cooperation.
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\DIA-U.5. DEFENLE T1ES

BY SAMEER PATIL

The recently signed Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement [BECA] between India and the
U.S. symbolises the strengthened defence and security partnership between the two countries
and the growing interoperability capabilities between the two militaries. Since the signing of the
Framework for the U.S.-India Defense Relationship in 2005 (renewed in 2015), bilateral defence
engagement has been thriving, characterised hy high-level dialogues, joint exercises, defence
trade and technology cooperation. American support has also ensured India’s entry in global
technology export control regimes - Australia Group, the Wassenaar Arrangement and the
Missile Technology Control Regime. Membership of these regimes has enabled India’s access to
high technology in the civilian space and defence sectors. U.S. military equipment has added
considerable value to India’s power projection capabhility.

(Multinational Exercise] participating in 2008 once in 5 years

Navy Malabar 1992 Annual
Special Forces Vajra Prahar 2012 Intermittent
Tri-service Tiger Triumph 2019 N.A.

Current hilateral defence trade: $20 billion [since 2005]

EXISTING DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY COOPERATION:

PROJECT STATUS

MAJOR AGREEMENTS AND MECHANISMS: MAJOR DEFENCE EQUIPMENT SOLD TO INDIA:
2008 Counter Terrorism Cooperation Initiative
2012 Defence Technology and Trade Initiative C-130J transport aircraft 2008
2015 Framework for the India-U.S. Defense Relationship C-17 transport aircraft 2009
R f:;?;:g:;;g';g;;;;" P ociic and P-8i maritime patrol aircraft 2003
2016 Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement Chinook CH-47 heavy-lift transport helicopters 2015
2016 Framework for the US-India Cyber Relationship AH-BUE Apache attack helicopters 2015
2018 Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement,
X : Harpoon anti-ship missiles 2016

2019 Industrial Security Annex
2020 Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement MH-80 Seahawk Maritime helicopters 2020
MAJOR JOINT EXERCISES:

SERVICE EXERCISE COMMENCED IN FREQUENCY DIALOGUES:

A Yudh Abhyas 2004 Annual

S o LR —_— —_— — —_— —_ « 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue
Air Force Red Flag IAF began Annual-IAF participates

Near term projects Air-launched Small Unmanned Systems [UAS), Light Weight Small
Arms Technology and Intelligence-Surveillance-Targeting & Reconnaissance

« Defence Policy Group

» Homeland Security Dialogue
« Strategic Intelligence Dialogue
« Cyber Security Dialogue

« Maritime Security Dialogue

Mixed Reality for Aircraft Maintenance

Medium-term projects Maritime Domain Awareness Solution and Virtual Augmented

& Mortar (CURAM] system for the Indian Army

Long-term projects: Terrain Shaping Obstacle and Counter-UAS, Rocket, Artillery

MAJOR COMMERCIAL PARTNERSHIPS:

U.S. COMPANY INDIAN PARTNER EQUIPMENT
ufacturing and assembly of M777 howitzel
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1 India also achieve&trategic Trade Authorization

1 Trump 2.0 is further expect# to deepen defencq

(STA-1) status which simplifiedhigh-tech exports
from the US to India.

ties between both countries.

The Quad |

|- =

T Ina Jomt statement, the four nations restated 1
"shared commitment to strengthening a Free ang
Open Indo-Pacific where the rule of law,
democratic values, sovereignty, and territoria
integrity are upheld and defended."

Trumpo6s f helpadtin theerevival of th
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) in
November 2017 with leaders fromindia, the US,
Japan, and Australia, signaling a shift towar
greater strategic cooperation in the IndePacific
region.

On his first full day in office on January 22, th&
Secretary of State Marco Rubio held the first
Quad ministerial meeting with Australia, India
and Japanandjointly warned against changingthe
status quo inthe Indo-Pacific via coercive actions.
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Energy q

Petroleum and Natural Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on January,21 stressed there is
possibility of more energy exportsfrom theUnited
States heading to India.

This comes even as the neWonald Trump
administration announced plansto maximise oil
and gas production.

Trump declared a national energy emergency
which will give him broad powers to reducs
environmental restrictions on energy
infrastructure and projects.

It will ease permits on new transmission an
pipeline infrastructure.

Tr ump 0 9s baing rseen as aet positive for
India's energy security, and crude oil import
scenario by petroleum ministry officials.

change

Climate q

President Donald Trump ordered the US to
withdraw from the landmark Paris Agreement,
launching andterretreat in the global fight against
climatechangeby t he wor |l dos |\

Tr ump 6 s remorvedUS financial support for
the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, the decadesld agreement th:
underpins the Paris pact.

TheUS is the secondargest emitter of greenhouse
gases behind top polluter China and has bee
viewed as offering crucial leadershign the fight to
curb planetary warming.

It could adverselyi mpact |l ndi ag
towards net carbon neutrality.
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1 The H1-B foreign guest workers' visais an issug
that is highly contested within Trump's own
supportbase.

1 While some allies likeTesla owner Elon Musk

support the programme to bring in qualified
professionals,others argue that theflux of foreign
workers takes away jobs from American citizens.

Indian professionals who constitute over 70% of
H-1B visa holdess, are integral to the US tech
sector.

US President Donald Trump during a pres
conference at th&Vhite House on Tuesday said
that he likes bth sides of thelebate on the H1B
foreign guest workers' visa, stating that h
welcomedin compet ent peopl e
country

H1-B Visa
ll
ll
Exit from q
WHO

TheDonal d Tr ump a deugisionitg
pull out from theWorld Health Organisation can
impact some ofthe Indian programmes unless
otherscome forward to make up for the loss.

29|Page



NEXT IAS

1 Public Health expertsnote that in an interconnect
world, the US decision will not only hurt other
nations, but will adversely impacttheUS toa

T0 EXIT WHO

TIndi ads heal t WB, malagag HI¥,r
antimicrobial resistance and immunisation are
supported by the WHO.

1 Since WHO will lose its major national financial
contributor, other countries will need to step up th
contributions andincrease the level of scientifig
collaboration amongst themselves.

Indian
Share
market

1 As US President Donald Trumptakes charge as tf
47th president of the United Stags,all eyes are or
how the Indian markets will pan out in trade
today.

1 Most market experts inindia are taking a
calibrated approach at the moment and believe th
await and watch approachis the need of the hour|
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1 Ace Investor,Vijay Kedia does not see Trump

taking charge as a big driver for the market at the
moment.

1 Deven Choksey, Founder and MD of DRChokse
FinServ says that th&lifty on the downsideis well

protected at 22800and therally to as much as
24800 is possible.

8. Why is the relationship between PM Modi and
Donald Trump so strong?
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Aspects

Analysis

Shared strategic
Interests

1 Both PM Narendra Modi and Donald Trump
leaders prioritised strengthening defence ant
security ties particularly in  countering
terrorism and addressimggional threats, such
as those posed by Pakistan.

PM MODI AND PRESIDENT-ELECT
TRUMP SHARE A STRONG BOND

- Says US Ambassador Exic Garcettd

1 Their shared visionforaf r ee and-
P a c i léditoclaser cooperation.especial in
relationtoChi nads gr owi ng

1 This aligned vision deepened th
collaboration in defence and security
matters, including joint military exercises ar
|l ndi adbs role in the

Personal rapport
and public
displays of
friendship

1 Modi and Trump enjoyed apersonal bond,
demonstrated by their public interactions
largescale events likeé'Howdy, Modi!" in
2019 and "Namaste Trump!" in 2020.
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1 These events showcased theimutual
admiration and helped strengthen the
diplomatic relationsip between the two leader

Economic and
trade
engagement

1 Despite challenges, such as disagreements
tariffts, both leaders worked toward
enhancing economic relations.

T Tr umpadmer i c apolieyi pushedofo
fairer trade, whileModi sought to balance
|l ndi ads interests wi
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1 This shared focus on improving trade relatig
alongsideIndia's growing economic power,
helped maintainstrong ties between the twq
countries.

Health initiatives |§ During the Covid-19 pandemic their
partnership exteredl to health initiatives, wit

India providing hydroxychloroquine to the
US.

9 Later, Ameri ca supported
response.

9. What Trump 2.0 could mean for Indian Americans?

INDIAN DIASPORA IN THE Uus

Represent 1.5% of US
populatlon but pay

o axes
51 Iakh () = 78 /ogg\éﬁglors

degree or higher,
”|1r(1: lll:]%'lr;gatnhé) irelebggn outpacing US national

average of 36%
married with & (O work in
7 0%20% living /<J', = 76%professions
in multi-generational

SN o
}i SN "a\,‘\\‘.,{\/\’,é;ejﬁ) related to management,

households L‘,y(fwﬂ J\k'///é;/”’\ business, science and arts
g° Fortune 500 Founded 72 or (7 = *
1 LD companies led by 11% A i??
CEC Indian origin CEOs of 648 unicorns ©1 2

2.7 lalkh £©&F 60%
Indian students go of all hotels in Indian origin
there every year, the US owned teachers at US
spending $10bn by Indian higher education
on education diaspora institutions
Import of US FDI inflow of Indian movies
96grossed over

goods grew to
$51b“ fr(;$m6US3tc!?nl(}a $1mn each since 2015
in 2022-23 since 2000
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1 As Donald Trump prepares to return to th&hite House, the 4.5
million -strong Indian-American community in the US finds itself
at a pivotal crossroads.

1 With a reputation for contributing significantly to the economy,
technology, medicine, and educatidndian Americans are both
keen observers and active participants in the gitical shifts that
could shape their future.

Issues Analysis

Emerging shifts
in diaspora
politics

1 Historically, Indian-Americans have
overwhelmingly supported the Democratic
Party, drawn by its progressive stance ol
immigration, diversity, and socialjustice.

1 However, Tr ump 06 s presi de
notable shiftt with a big section of th
community leaning toward the Republican
Party.

1 Economic policies favouring tax cuts ang
deregulation, coupled with a shared emphas
on traditional values like familyral education
have attracted affluent and conservative
Indian Americans to the Republican fold.

1 Prominent figures likeNikki Haley and Vivek
Ramaswamy have further amplified th
c 0 mmu n vistbilityd within the Republican
Party.

Immigration q

. For decades, théH1-B visa programme has
Policies

been acornerstone of I
success inAmerica, particularly in fields like
technology and healthcare.
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Duri ng Tr ump,o6ttas vital pipaling
facedsignificant disruptions.

Stricter  eligibility  criteria, heightened
scrutiny, and an unpredictable approval proc
createdwidespread uncertainty among Indian
workers and their families.

Under asecond Trump administration, these
challenges could intensify

Indian workers already stuck indecades-long
Green Card backlog may face additiong
hurdles.

Families relying on H4 visa work permits,
often used by spouses, remain vulnerahbleas
Trump previously sought to revoke their wg
authorization.

Such changes couldisproportionately impact
Indian women, many of whom use the]
permits to contribute to household incoms
and professional growth.

Opportunities
and risks for
entrepreneurs

Indian-American  entrepreneurs  contribu
significantly to the economythrough businesse
ranging fromretail to tech startups.

Trumpbs first ter m for
this community.

While his admi ni strationo
deregulation policies boosted businesse
uncertainties arountlade and tariffs presented
new challenges.

A Trump 2.0 presidency may a@in emphasis
deregulation and tax incentiwes, creating
growth opportunities, particularly for small
businesses.
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However, the resurgence oAmerica First'
policies could pose challenges for Indiaf
American entrepreneurs with global supply
chainsor busiress ties to India.

For those avigating industries like technology,
manufacturing, and retail, maintaining
profitability amid potential trade disruptions
will require strategic planning.

The question forindian-American business
owners is not just how toadapt but how to
leverage Trump-era policies to build resilience
and expand opportunities

Community
dynamics in a
polarised US

TrumpO6s p saw @risair xegophobia
and hate crimes including incidentstargeting
South Asians

For Indian Americasg, its impact cannot be
ignored. Many in the community felt
marginalised by the broader cultural
environment under the Make America Great
Again' banner, even a¥rump courted their
support through highprofile events like th
'‘Howdy Modi' rally in Houston .

A second Trump term could amplify these
tensions

Advocacy groups and community organisati
will likely play an even moraignificant role in
safeguarding the rights and dignity of Indian
Americans, pushing back against discriminatg
rhetoric and paties.
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10. What are the views of people globally about Trump
2.0?

Do you think the election of Donald Trump as US president is a good
or a bad thing for peace in the world? In per cent

For peace in the world

B Good Bad Neither or don’t know

india 13
Saudi Arabia 24
China 34
Russia as o
South Africa 30
Turkey 32
Brazi 32
Ukraine 49
indonesia a
EuN S
Switzerland 26 T
UK 23
South Korea 32

0 50 100

Global Expectations Of Trump's Presidency

% thinking Donald Trump will be a good/bad president (selected countries)

B Good President [l Bad President
RusSia
India (==
United States B
China il
Turkey
Japan| @

Canada I+
Australia ¢
France I Il
Germany
United Kingdom 28
Mexico Il
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11. What does Trump 2.0 mean for science?

1 As Donald Trump prepares for hisecond term as president of the
United States,two starkly different outlooks areemerging among
scientists andengineers

1 Some technology companiesspace enthusiasts, artificial
intelligence (Al) developersand others expedavourable policies
for their fields in the coming years and are hugely excited about the
possibilities for exploration and innovation.

1 Yet, for countless othe scientists and academics including those
who work on climate, Earth sciences and biomedicinethereis
concern that important research will be cut, deprioritized or
vilified.

71 During his first stint in the White House, 2017421, Trump
promoted unproven treatments for COVID-19 and denied the
risks of climate change He alsoundermined scientists at his own
agencies and repeatedlysought to slash funding for science,
although Congress shielded federal agenciesich as thd&ational
Institutes of Health (NIH), National Science Foundation (NSF)
and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)from the most
drastic cuts.
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Fields of Science

Analysis

Al, Quantum
science and
technology

TInTr ump 6 s f, higssidnce advisema

the time, Kelvin Droegemeier pushed tq
support what he callecdhi ndustri
futur eo: Al , guantu
(QIS), advanced manufacturing, advance(
communications and biotechnology.

Policy specialists expecthesesectors to get
continuedattentioninTrump 6 s s eco

In 2018, Congress and the Trump administra
created thé&lational Quantum Initiative .

Trump hasbeec r i t i c al of B
2022 CHIPS and Science Act, which
authorized billions of dollars to boost US
semiconductor manufacturing saying tha
imposing tariffs on commercial rivals in
China couldachievethesame goal for free.

Space
exploration

Space explorationis anotheilikely winner, as
space billionaires try to convince Congress t
spend more on human space flight.

NAS A 6 gyestbpriogity now is its Artemis
programme to sendastronauts to the Moon.
For that effort,it built a new heavylift rocket,
the Space Launch System (SLS), and a cre
capsule named Orion.

The Trump administration could try tosway
Congress to cancelthe government rocket
programme and instead uséaunch vehicles
developed by private companiesincluding
SpaceXin Hawthorne, which is run by Elg
Musk.
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Trumpds choice f or,thd
billionaire private astronautlared Isaacman,
might also advoate for major changes.

Climate Change

Climate and environment are areas in whig
scientists are bracing for the worst

In a repeat of his first tern,rump is expected
to roll back or loosen regulations on toxig
chemicals, greenhouse gasasd other tges of
pollution.

Efforts to cut costsand staff are likely to hit
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
particularly hard, buenvironmental research
programmes at other agencies, such HASA
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, could also be targets for cuts

Trumpo6s nomi nee EPRAp
congressman Lee Zeldin of New Yorkis a
long-time supporter of Trump and hasraxed
record on supporting EPA budgets ang
initiatives.
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12. What does Trump 2.0 mean for the United Nations?

1 Donald Trump has returned gsresident of the United States.

1 Unlike his previous term, whethere was considerable uncertainty
about his views and policiestoward theUnited Nations, there is
now a record of past practice to predict future policy.

T Whenpeo@® r ecal | President Trumpo6s
UN, they characterize it as a contentious relationship.

1 His first budget proposal includddrge funding cuts for the UN
and international organizationsi reductions thaCongress largely
rebuffed.

Percentage of UN agency income from US compared to other donor governments in 2023

Other governmen t funding US funding
UNHCR UNAIDS

fo

UNFPA UNRWA UN-DPO
(Peacekeeping)
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Dependence on US funding across sectors: Food, nutrition, WASH, protection, health

N PN\

Other funding US funding

Food Nutrition Water, sanitation, Protection Health
US funding: US funding: hygiene US funding: US funding:
44% 48% US funding: 19% 16%

37%

1 In late 2017, théeWhite House announcedVa s h i n gnteot nod s
withdraw from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), citing ananti-Israel bias.

1 The Trump administration suspendeall funding for the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), calling the organizatiomii r r edeemab
fl awed. O

1 Trump opined thatfThe United Nationsis anunderperformer, but
it hashuge potential.

1 While many sawPr esi dent Tr umpgng $r refqgqgnpr oac
or withdrawal from contentious organizations as a dramatic
break in U.S. policy, it in fact followed precedent previously
established by both Democratic and Republican administrations.

1 Themain difference between President Trump and predecessors
IS his appetitefor confrontation.

1 While previous U.S. administrationswerewilling to challenge the
UN and other international organizations and use American
financial and diplomatic clout to press for changethey focused on
one or two organizdions or issues at a time.

43 |Page



NEXT IAS

13.2 K4 FNX 52yl fR ¢ NMYzYLIQaA
Canal?
1 US President Donald Trumponce again showed hagtermination

to take control of the Panama Canain his presidency ase vowed
the same in higvaugural speech on January 20.

1 Despite the constant clarification by the Panama government that
there is no Chinese interference in its operaflaomp claimed that
"China is operating the Panama Canal".

San Francisco " New York City
United States -

NORTH
ATLANTIC
OCEAN

NEW
ROUTE:
5,200
nautical

miles

<% //PANAMA CANAL

— EQUATOR
_ South
“.—~America
SOUTH
PACIFIC
OCEAN OLD ROUTE:
New York to
San Francisco:
13,100

nautical miles
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PANAMA CANAL

TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS

1881 - First ground broken by French

L teeeeeeeeeeee e
g Jan. 20, 1882 - French start active work """“""'
P— number of fatalities
(7 Feb. 23, 1904 - U.S. acquires the canal from France during construction: ~25,600
May 4, 1904 - U.S. begins work on the canal many due to malaria and ysliow fever average transit
Nov. 6, 1906 - Pres. Theodore Roosevelt visits Panama, B {Pmezwtl b
z;?ig':'":'i';?t' 3;:;3’::; ::;nl?ks’ L] s — container ship capacity = 5,000 TEUs
s ” 1 TEU (twenty-foot equivall it) is ~1,200 cubic feet
May 10, 1913 - Waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans g ok ..'q“m mmu m - S
finally meet \HH:HI Il (01 |
Aug. 15, 1914 - SS Ancon completes the first transit; top canal users: M :
Panama Canal is open to traffic United States and China
(i) 1900s - Improvements continue to be made, including
o the addition of lighting and the widening and
(—) deepening of the canal channel
{7)

Sept. 15, 1977 - Treaty signed that will eventually turn
over control of the canal to Panama

million gallons
of water used
during each
transit

Dec. 31, 1999 - U.S. hands over control to Panama
Sept. 2007 - Expansion work on the
canal officially begins A y'CAEx-’,;,’C

June 2016 - Canal expansion
completed

CARIBBEAN
SEA

‘anama City

Bay of
Panama

PACIFIC OCEAN
PACIFIC OCEAN

CROSS SECTION OF THE PANAMA CANAL

Pedro Miguel Locks

> CARIBBEAN PACIFIC
e D ATLANTIC ENTRANCE
§-2 g ENTRANCE Gorh
.Eg 'g'_ Gatiin Locks. 2 oa\ Miraflores Lake
kS g’g Gatun Lake ‘ Miraflores Locks
g gg 3 Colén , —-— } | ~Panama City
°23 o] LWL Vb WO (

- At SIS e e e i e = ot B

distance in miles
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