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What is the Form 6 controversy?

Form 6 is the statutory application prescribed under the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960,
for a person seeking inclusion of their name in an electoral roll.

The controversy centres on an additional declaration that was introduced in
the online version of the form during the SIR exercise.

The modified online version required applicants to declare whether their
own name, or that of a parent or grandparent, appeared in the electoral
roll prepared during the previous SIR. The declaration was required to i
be furnished before an applicant could complete the online

registration process. 7

The change assumed significance because of the large number of
first-time voters and existing electors seeking inclusion in rolls
being revised through SIR.

A person who recently turned 18, for instance, would ordinarily not have %
appeared in an electoral roll prepared during an earlier SIR conducted
decades ago. It therefore potentially needed such an applicant to establish
a link through the name of a parent or grandparent, where applicable.
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9
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