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Context

India’s evolving Africa diplomacy took a strategic turn with the Prime Minister’s visit to Namibia, reflecting a
focus on empathy and mutual respect beyond policy.

About India-Namibia Relations

Historical Foundations: India raised the issue of Namibian independence at the UN as early as 1946. Key
milestones include:

+ Hosting South West Africa People’s Organization (SWAPO)'s first overseas diplomatic mission in New
Delhi in 1986.

¢ Lt Gen. Diwan Prem Chand of the Indian Army leading UN peacekeeping forces during Namibia’s
transition to independence (1989-90).

¢ Upgrading India’s observer mission to a full High Commission on Namibia’s Independence Day in 1990.

Strategic Cooperation: India’s recent diplomatic push, marked by PM visit to Namibia in July 2025, has

revitalized bilateral ties. Key outcomes include:

+ Signing of MoUs on health, entrepreneurship, biofuels, and disaster resilience.

¢+ Namibia’s adoption of India’s UPI—a first in Africa.

+ Establishment of the India-Namibia Centre of Excellence in IT and the ‘India Wing’ at the University
of Namibia’s Ongwediva campus.

+ Namibia joined the Global Biofuels Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

Strategic Advantage to India: Namibia’s location in southwestern Africa, with access to the Atlantic
Ocean and proximity to key regional players like South Africa, Angola, and Zambia, makes it a vital node
for India’s outreach to the continent.

+ |ts stable political environment and democratic institutions offer a reliable platform for long-term
cooperation.

Economic and Commercial Ties: Bilateral trade reached approximately US$813 million in 2023-24,
with India exporting pharmaceuticals, machinery, and chemicals, while importing non-ferrous metals and
minerals.

+ Namibia is a key partner in India’s quest for critical minerals, particularly uranium, essential for clean
energy transitions.

Capacity Building and Development Assistance: Namibia is a beneficiary of India’s ITEC programme,

with training provided to:

+ Defence personnel and helicopter pilots;

+ Health officials working on AIDS control;

¢ Civilian professionals and diplomats;

Multilateral Alignment: Namibia supports India’s bid for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council and

collaborates on platforms like the Commonwealth, Non-Aligned Movement, and G20.

+ Both nations advocate for reforming global governance to reflect the aspirations of the Global South.

Cultural and People-to-People Ties: Yoga is widely practiced in Namibia, and cultural events like Sanskriti,

Ayurveda Day, and Republic Day celebrations foster deeper connections.

+ The India-Namibia Friendship Association plays a key role in promoting cultural exchange.

India’s Africa Engagement & Vision

Strategic Partnerships and Development Cooperation:
+ $12 billion concessional credit funding over 200 infrastructure projects across 43 African countries;
+ Pan-African e-Network, e-VidyaBharti, and e-ArogyaBharti initiatives for education and telemedicine;

Economic Engagement and Trade Vision: India is Africa’s third-largest trading partner, with bilateral
trade nearing $103 billion. Key exports include:

¢ Machinery, pharmaceuticals, textiles, and automobiles;
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¢ Imports from Africa include crude oil, minerals, cotton, and precious stones
+ India aims to double trade to $200 billion by 2030, with a focus on critical minerals, food security,
and digital commerce.
¢ Digital Diplomacy and Tech Transfer: India’s success with Digital India, Aadhaar, and ONDC presents
replicable models for African nations seeking digital transformation.

Key Concerns and Challenges
e Episodic Engagement and Diplomatic Gaps: India’s Africa outreach has often been marked by long
diplomatic lapses.
+ The recent visit by India’s Prime Minister — the first in nearly three decades — contrasted with the
consistent presence of other global powers, raising concerns about sustained commitment.

e Modest Trade and Economic Ties: Key sectors like mining, energy, and digital infrastructure are
underutilized, and negotiations for a Preferential Trade Agreement with SACU (Southern African Customs
Union) are still ongoing.

e Missed Opportunities in Critical Minerals: Namibia is a leading producer of uranium and other strategic
minerals, but no major agreements were signed during the visit to secure supply chains.

+ India’s clean energy ambitions require resilient access to such resources, making this a critical gap.

e Implementation Challenges: While MoUs were signed in health and entrepreneurship, effective
implementation remains uncertain.

+ India’s development projects in Africa have sometimes faced delays or lacked follow-through, risking
credibility and impact.

e Global Competition and Strategic Pressure: India’s engagement needs to navigate growing competition
from China, which has a deep footprint in Africa through infrastructure, loans, and mineral deals.

+ India’s model — based on respect and co-development — needs to be scaled effectively to compete
with more resource-intensive approaches.

e Capacity Constraints and Institutional Gaps: Namibia's tech readiness is promising, but institutional
capacity to absorb and scale Indian innovations like UPI may require sustained support.

* Long-term success depends on building local expertise and regulatory frameworks.

Conclusion & Way Forward
e India—Namibia relations is exemplified by India’s vision of South-South Cooperation:
¢ Focuses on mutual benefit, not donor-recipient dynamics;
+ Prioritizes knowledge sharing, human resource development, and institutional capacity;
+ Aligns with Africa’s Agenda 2063 and India’s role as ‘Voice of the Global South’.
e |ndia—Namibia relations are a microcosm of India’s evolving Africa strategy — grounded in history, driven
by technology, and guided by shared values. It requires:
+ Consistent high-level engagement;
¢ Strategic agreements in critical sectors;
¢ Robust implementation of development projects;
+ Navigating global competition with a clear value proposition;

e As India expands its footprint across the African continent, Namibia stands as a strategic ally and a symbol
of what respectful, resilient, and reciprocal partnerships can achieve.

Source: TH

Mains Practice Question

Q. Discuss how India’s engagement with Namibia reflects a broader shift in its Africa policy. Analyze the historical
foundations, technological cooperation, and strategic implications of this partnership.
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