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iodide
WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING
A weather-modification technology that
can create rain in drought-affected areas
and also help fight air pollution

HOW IT WORKS

Scientists use aircraft or rockets to inject
silver iodide or another substance into
the atmosphere to mimic ice nuclei

HELPING HAND

OPENING UP THE CLOUDS %1 : Sier

iy Ve O, :

¢ L -‘\;
g

Clouds often lack naturally
occurring ice nuclei, so
injecting them with silver
iodide particles (which are
very similar in structure to ice)
increases the number of nuclei

The amount of rain or snow a cloud can produce depends on
a balance between the number of ice nuclei inside it and the
amount of water available to grow around those nuclei

HOW IT It makes the clouds more efficient at generating ice crystals that either fall as
HAPPENS Snowflakes or melt to produce raindrops, depending on temperatures in and beneath
the cloud. Cloud seeding is also used to disperse fog banks near some airports
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