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STRENGTHENING 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
ECOSYSTEMS IN INDIA
Context

•	 The Global Alliance for Mass Entrepreneurship 
(GAME) and NITI Aayog have announced a 
strategic partnership aimed at fostering vibrant 
entrepreneurship ecosystems across multiple 
states in India.

About Mass Entrepreneurship

•	 It refers to the widespread creation of small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) that generate 
jobs, economic growth, and social impact. 

•	 It emphasizes inclusive business creation, 
enabling millions of individuals to become job 
creators rather than job seekers, unlike traditional 
entrepreneurship, which often focuses on high-
growth startups.

Key Principles of Mass Entrepreneurship

•	 Encouraging Local Business Growth: Supports 
small-scale entrepreneurs in diverse sectors, 
including manufacturing, retail, and services.

	� Focuses on regional economic development 
by fostering community-driven enterprises.

•	 Job Creation and Economic Inclusion: Aims 
to generate employment at scale, particularly in 
rural and underserved areas.

	� Empowers women, youth, and marginalized 
communities to participate in the economy.

•	 Policy and Ecosystem Support: Requires 
government policies, financial access, and 
mentorship programs to thrive.

	� Encourages collaboration between 
businesses, educational institutions, and 
policymakers.

Objectives of the Partnership Between GAME & NITI 
Aayog

•	 Empowering Local Entrepreneurs: The initiative 
aims to bring together government agencies, 
corporates, educational institutions, financial 
bodies, and community organizations to support 
entrepreneurs.

	� GAME and NITI Aayog aim to transform 
entrepreneurship into a movement that 
drives economic growth and job creation, 
by creating localized solutions tailored to 
regional challenges.

•	 Implementing Proven Methodologies: The 
pilot sites (Nagpur, Visakhapatnam, and Uttar 
Pradesh) aim to adopt GAME’s established 
frameworks, focusing on:

	� Access to finance for startups and small 
businesses.

	� Capacity-building programs to enhance 
entrepreneurial skills.

	� Policy advocacy to create a favorable 
business environment.

	� Community-driven initiatives to foster 
collaboration among entrepreneurs.

•	 Creating Self-Sustaining Ecosystems: The 
ultimate goal is to develop entrepreneurial 
hubs that generate widespread employment 
opportunities and contribute to India’s economic 
resilience.

•	 GAME has assisted 300,000+ entrepreneurs 
through various interventions enabling access 
to credit, access to market and place-based 
interventions, since its inception.

Other Key Government Initiatives Supporting 
Entrepreneurship

•	 Startup India Initiative (2016): It aims to simplify 
regulations, provide funding support, and 
promote innovation.

	� Over 17.28 lakh jobs have been created by 
startups under this initiative.

•	 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM): It focuses on 
building innovation infrastructure, supporting 
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATL) and Atal Incubation 
Centers (AIC).

	� AIM 2.0, approved in 2024, aims to expand 
India’s innovation ecosystem with a budget of 
₹2,750 crore.

•	 Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS): 
Provides early-stage funding to startups, 
supporting proof of concept, prototype 
development, and market entry.

	� As of December 2024, 2,622 startups have 
benefited from ₹467.75 crore in funding.

•	 Fund of Funds for Startups (FFS) Scheme 
(2016): It aims to boost access to domestic 
capital for startups with a corpus of ₹10,000 crore.

Challenges in Strengthening Entrepreneurship 
Ecosystems

•	 Access to Finance: Despite government 
support, many startups struggle with funding 
gaps, particularly in Tier II and III cities.
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•	 Regulatory Complexity: Entrepreneurs face 
challenges in compliance, taxation, and licensing, 
which can slow down business growth.

•	 Limited Market Access: Startups need stronger 
industry linkages and global market exposure to 
scale effectively.

Recommendations for Strengthening the Ecosystem

•	 Expanding Financial Support: Increasing 
venture capital funding and credit access for 
startups in emerging sectors.

•	 Simplifying Regulations: Streamlining 
compliance processes and reducing bureaucratic 
hurdles for entrepreneurs.

•	 Enhancing Market Linkages: Strengthening 
public-private partnerships to help startups 
access domestic and international markets.

Source: PIB

PORT ECONOMY TO DRIVE INDIA’S 
GROWTH
Context

•	 PM Modi said that Coastal States and port cities 
will become key growth centres for a developed 
India, during the commissioning of the Vizhinjam 
International Seaport in Kerala.

What is the Port Economy?

•	 The port economy refers to the economic 
activities and value generated through the 
functioning and development of ports, which 
serve as vital nodes in global trade and logistics 
networks.

•	 Ports facilitate the movement of goods and 
people, enable export-import operations, and 
support shipbuilding and repair.

History of India’s Port Economy

•	 In ancient India, ports like Lothal (Gujarat), 
Muziris (Kerala), and Arikamedu (Tamil Nadu) 
served as vibrant centers of Indo-Roman, Indo-
Greek, and Southeast Asian trade.

•	 During the medieval period, ports like Surat, 
Calicut, and Masulipatnam emerged as key 
hubs for trade with Arabs, Persians, Chinese, and 
Europeans.

•	 However, with the advent of colonialism the focus 
turned toward resource extraction, rather than 
national development.

Status of port development in India

•	 India has a vast coastline with 13 major ports 
and over 200 non-major ports. Together, they 
handle around 95% of India’s foreign trade by 
volume and 70% by value.

•	 As of 2024–25, India ranks among the top 20 
countries in global shipbuilding.

•	 Two Indian ports, Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority 
(JNPA) and Mundra Port, are among the top 30 
globally.

•	 As per the World Bank’s Logistics Performance 
Index (LPI), 2023 India moved up to 22nd Rank 
in the Global Ranking in International Shipments 
category and the overall 38th Rank in Logistics 
Performance Index score.

•	 The Vizhinjam Seaport is India’s first dedicated 
transshipment port, aimed at reducing 
dependence on foreign ports as 75% of India’s 
transshipment occurs abroad currently.

•	 A shipbuilding and repair cluster is being 
developed in Kochi under the Sagarmala 
initiative.

Benefits of a Robust Port Economy

•	 Geostrategic Value: Ports enhance India’s 
maritime influence and support initiatives like 
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the 
Region) and Project Mausam.

•	 Regional Development: Port-led industrial zones 
catalyze infrastructure growth and attract private 
investment in hinterland regions.

•	 Environmental Efficiency: Well-managed 
ports reduce carbon emissions by improving 
turnaround times and facilitating modal shift to 
railways/inland waterways.

	� Turnaround time is the time a ship spends at 
port from arrival to departure.

	� Inland Water Transport (IWT) emits 50% 
less CO₂ per tonne-km than road transport.

•	 Employment Generation: Ports directly and 
indirectly support millions of jobs in logistics, 
warehousing, and ancillary sectors.
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Challenges

•	 High Logistics Costs: India’s logistics cost is 
about 13-14% of GDP, compared to 8-9% in 
developed economies.

•	 Dependency on Foreign Ports: Major 
transshipment activities rely on Colombo, 
Singapore, and Port Klang due to lack of domestic 
deepwater capacity.

•	 Port Congestion, procedural inefficiencies and 
lack of digitization lead to delays, reducing global 
competitiveness.

•	 Environmental Concerns: Port construction 
and dredging damage coastal ecosystems and 
marine biodiversity.

Government Initiatives

•	 Sagarmala Programme: It aims to reduce 
logistics costs by port modernization, port-
led industrialization, and improved hinterland 
connectivity.

•	 The Maritime India Vision 2030 aims to enhance 
India’s maritime capabilities with a targeted 
investment of ₹3 lakh crore, aiming to boost 
cargo handling capacity to over 2,500 million 
metric tonnes.

•	 National Logistics Portal (Marine) is being 
developed as a one stop digital platform where 
all maritime stakeholders are being integrated for 
easier and speedier services.

•	 Establishment of the ₹25,000 crore Maritime 
Development Fund (MDF): The fund aims to 
support long-term investments in the sector, 
with the government contributing 49% and the 
remaining 51% mobilised from ports and private 
sector investments.

•	 PM Gati Shakti Plan integrates infrastructure 
planning across sectors to improve multi-modal 
logistics efficiency.

Way Ahead

•	 Develop Green Ports: Invest in shore power, 
LNG bunkering, and sustainable dredging to 
minimize environmental impact.

•	 Private Sector Participation: Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP) can expedite infrastructure 
upgrades and improve service quality.

•	 Leverage Strategic Geography: India should 
maximize its location near major global trade 
routes to become a global transshipment and 
logistics hub.

Source: TH

REPORT ON “ENHANCING 
COMPETITIVENESS OF MSMES IN 
INDIA”
In News

•	 NITI Aayog released a report on improving 
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) 
competitiveness in India.

About the Report 
•	 It was prepared by NITI Aayog in collaboration 

with the Institute for Competitiveness (IFC).

•	 The aim is to unlock the potential of India’s 
MSMEs through systemic reforms in financing, 
skilling, innovation, and market access.

•	 It highlights challenges in financing, skilling, 
innovation, and market access across key 
sectors like textiles, chemicals, automotive, and 
food processing.

India’s MSME sector

•	 It is a key driver of India’s industrial economy, 
with 5.93 crore registered enterprises employing 
over 25 crore people

•	 In 2023-24, MSME-related products contributed 
45.73% to India’s total exports.

	� In recent years, the MSME sector has 
displayed remarkable resilience, with its share 
in the country’s Gross Value Added (GVA) 
increasing from 27.3% in 2020-21 to 29.6% in 
2021-22 and 30.1% in 2022-23, highlighting 
its growing role in national economic output.

•	 The Union Budget 2025-26 includes measures to 
strengthen the MSME sector, such as enhanced 
credit access, support for first-time entrepreneurs, 
and promotion of labour-intensive industries. 

•	 The classification criteria for MSMEs have been 
revised, increasing investment and turnover 
limits by 2.5 times and 2 times, respectively. This 
is expected to boost efficiency, technological 
adoption, and employment generation.
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Challenges Highlighted in recent report 

•	 Although, between 2020 and 2024, MSME 
access to formal credit improved (micro and 
small enterprises from 14% to 20%, medium 
enterprises from 4% to 9%), however, 81% of 
MSME credit demand remains unmet, with an 
estimated ₹80 lakh crore gap.

•	 Credit Guarantee Fund (CGTMSE) has expanded 
but still faces limitations.

•	 Many MSME workers lack formal vocational 
or technical training, hindering productivity and 
scalability.

•	 A significant portion of MSMEs also underinvests 
in research and development, quality 
improvement, and innovation.

•	 MSMEs face challenges in adopting modern 
technologies due to unreliable electricity, weak 
internet connectivity, and high implementation 
costs.

•	 State government schemes supporting 
technological advancements are often 
inaccessible due to low awareness.

•	 Despite several MSME support policies, their 
effectiveness is limited by low awareness and 
poor implementation.

Suggestions and Way Forward 

•	 India’s MSMEs can become a key driver of 
sustainable economic growth by focusing 
on targeted interventions, building stronger 
institutional collaborations and enhancing global 
competitiveness. 

•	 The report calls for enhanced support for MSMEs 
through digital marketing training, partnerships 
with logistics providers and creating platforms for 
direct market linkages, especially in regions with 
high growth potential, such as India’s northeastern 
and eastern belts. 

•	 It calls for a robust, adaptive and cluster-based 
policy framework at the state level that fosters 
innovation, enhances competitiveness and 
enables MSMEs to drive inclusive economic 
transformation.

Source :PIB

TERROR FINANCING
In News

•	 India has intensified its efforts to combat terror 
financing and actively engage with international 
financial institutions to curb the misuse of such 
funds in supporting terrorist activities.

More about the News

•	 India is urging institutions like the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) to review their financial 
aid to Pakistan to ensure that development funds 
are not diverted towards financing terrorism.

•	 India is advocating for Pakistan’s re-entry into 
the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) grey 
list, emphasizing the need for stringent monitoring 
of its financial systems to prevent terror financing.

Terror Financing

•	 Definition: Terror financing involves the provision 
of funds or financial support to individual 
terrorists or terrorist organizations. These funds 
can originate from both legitimate and illegitimate 
sources and are used to sustain terrorist 
operations, including recruitment, training, and 
execution of attacks.

•	 Major Sources of Terror Financing:

	� Hawala Transactions: An informal method 
of transferring money without physical 
movement, often exploited to fund terrorist 
activities.

	� Fake Currency: Circulation of counterfeit 
currency undermines the economy and 
provides untraceable funds for terrorist 
operations.

	� Drug Trafficking: Illicit drug trade serves 
as a significant revenue stream for terrorist 
groups.

	� Extortion and Kidnappings: Terrorist 
organizations engage in extortion and 
abductions to extract funds from individuals 
and businesses.

	� Charitable Organizations and NGOs: Some 
entities are misused as fronts to collect and 
channel funds towards terrorist activities.

Challenges in Combating Terror Financing

•	 Complex Financial Networks: Terrorist groups 
utilize sophisticated and decentralized financial 
systems, making detection and disruption 
challenging.
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•	 Lack of International Cooperation: Inadequate 
collaboration among nations hampers the global 
fight against terror financing.

•	 Legal and Regulatory Gaps: Variations in legal 
frameworks and enforcement capabilities across 
countries create loopholes exploited by terrorists.

•	 Misuse of Technology: The rise of 
cryptocurrencies and digital payment systems 
offers anonymity, facilitating untraceable 
transactions.

India’s Measures to Counter Terror Financing

•	 Legislative Framework:

	� Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA): Empowers authorities to designate 
individuals and organizations as terrorists 
and seize their assets.

	� Prevention of Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA): Provides for the confiscation of 
property derived from or involved in money 
laundering.

•	 Institutional Mechanisms:

	� Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU-IND): 
Analyzes suspicious financial transactions 
and disseminates information to enforcement 
agencies.

	� National Investigation Agency (NIA): 
Investigates and prosecutes offenses related 
to terrorism and its financing.

•	 International Collaboration:

	� Active participation in global forums 
like FATF and the “No Money for Terror” 
(NMFT) conference to enhance international 
cooperation.

•	 Technological Advancements:

	� Implementation of the National Intelligence 
Grid (NATGRID) to facilitate real-time 
information sharing among security agencies.

Source: TH

BRAIN-COMPUTER INTERFACE (BCI) 
TO ENABLE MOVEMENT IN PEOPLE 
WITH PARALYSIS
Context

•	 Researchers from the University of California, 
have developed a new brain-computer interface 
that enables movement for people who are 
paralysed.

What is a Brain-Computer Interface (BCI)?

•	 A Brain-Computer Interface is a direct 
communication pathway between the brain’s 
electrical activity and an external device. 

•	 Typically, BCIs are used to assist, augment, 
or repair human cognitive or sensory-motor 
functions. 

•	 In this case, the BCI records signals from the 
brain’s motor cortex—the area responsible for 
movement—and decodes them using artificial 
intelligence to operate robotic limbs.

Types of BCIs

•	 Invasive BCI: The devices are surgically 
implanted into the brain to directly interact with 
the nervous system, enabling communication and 
control between the brain and external devices.

	� It offers the most accurate signals; used in 
cases of paralysis or locked-in syndrome.

	� Example: Neuralink’s Blindsight
•	 Partially Invasive BCI: The devices are 

implanted within the skull but rest outside the 
brain, typically on the dura mater, a membrane 
surrounding the brain.

	� They are used to record electrical signals 
from the brain’s surface using techniques like 
electrocorticography (ECoG).

•	 Non-Invasive BCI: These are systems that allow 
users to interact with external devices (like 
computers or robots) using their thoughts, 
without the need for surgery. 

	� They typically use external sensors like EEG 
electrodes to detect brain signals, making 
them safer and more accessible than invasive 
BCIs.

Applications of BCIs

•	 Medical and Rehabilitation: 

	� Assistive Devices: Control of wheelchairs, 
robotic arms, or computer cursors by people 
with paralysis.

	� Neurorehabilitation: Post-stroke motor 
recovery by training brain pathways through 
BCIs.

	� Prosthetic Control: Artificial limbs operated 
via brain signals.

•	 Education and Training:

	� Attention Monitoring: In classrooms to track 
student engagement.
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	� Skill Development: Feedback on focus or 
brain activity while learning complex tasks.

•	 Industry and Automation:

	� BCI in Human-Robot Interaction: Enhancing 
collaborative robots in factories.

	� Hands-Free Control in Hazardous Work: 
For miners or chemical plant workers where 
hands are occupied.

Concerns Associated with BCIs

•	 Privacy: There is a significant risk of misuse 
of neural data collected through BCIs, as 
these systems can potentially access sensitive 
thoughts, intentions, or emotions of individuals.

•	 Digital Divide: High costs and technological 
complexity of BCI systems could widen the digital 
divide, leaving marginalized groups without 
access to these life-changing innovations.

•	 Mental Autonomy: There are concerns that 
prolonged use of BCIs might alter brain function 
or reduce an individual’s sense of agency, raising 
questions about mental autonomy and identity.

Way Ahead

•	 To ensure that BCIs benefit the masses, especially 
people with disabilities, it is essential to develop 
low-cost, scalable solutions. 

•	 Public-private partnerships and startups can 
help translate lab innovations into real-world 
applications.

•	 Further establishing educational programs and 
professional certifications will help build a skilled 
workforce in this emerging field.

Source: TH

NEWS IN SHORT

GUNDARAM INSCRIPTIONS IN 
TELANGANA’S PEDDAPALLI
Context

•	 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) 
has documented 11 new inscriptions in the 
Gundaram Reserve Forest near Peddapalli, 
Telangana.

Key findings

•	 These inscriptions date from the 1st century 
BCE to the 6th century CE and provide crucial 
insights into the Satavahana period and the early 
cultural-political landscape of the Deccan region.

•	 Scripts and Language: The inscriptions are in 
early Brahmi script and Prakrit language.

•	 Inscription 1: A person from the Haritiputra 
lineage (linked to Chutu dynasty) excavated a 
cave for Buddhist monks, mentioning friendship 
with Kumāra Hakusiri, a Satavahana prince.

•	 Inscription 2: It begins with a trident and 
damaru, religious symbols typically associated 
with Shaivism.

	� It mentions that land east of the hill belonged 
to Siri Devarana, a mahatalavara (high-
ranking official).

Satavahana period
•	 Time Period: 1st century BCE – 3rd century CE

•	 Capital: Pratishthana (modern Paithan in 
Maharashtra).

•	 They ruled over the Deccan region, which 
includes parts of modern-day Maharashtra, 
Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.

•	 The dynasty was founded by Simuka, who 
established the early foundations of the 
Satvahana rule.

	� However, the Satvahanas reached their 
zenith under the reign of Gautamiputra 
Satakarni.

Source: TH

WESTERN DISTURBANCE
In News

•	 The weather conditions were triggered by a 
fresh Western Disturbance over northern and 
northwestern parts of the country causing heavy 
rainfall. 

About Western Disturbance

•	 Western Disturbances are cyclonic storms that 
form over land. These are referred to as middle 
latitude or extra tropical cyclones, because of 
development in the mid and high latitude.

•	 They occur mostly in the Mediterranean region 
due to a temperature gradient caused by the 
mixing of warm air from the tropics and cold air 
from the northern polar regions.

	� They collect moisture from the 
Mediterranean Sea, Black Sea and Caspian 
Sea and traverse over Iran and Afghanistan 
before hitting the western Himalayas.

•	 While the storm systems occur throughout 
the year, they travel to India mostly between 
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December and April because of the trajectory of 
the subtropical westerly jet stream.

Impacts of Western Disturbances in India

•	 Western Disturbances support rabi crops by 
bringing rainfall and sustaining river flow, but 
irregular patterns can negatively impact the rabi 
crops yields. 

•	 These have a significant impact on India’s 
climate and environment, affecting not only the 
weather patterns but also the country’s food and 
water security.

Source: IE

MT. MAKALU
In News

•	 The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) 
successfully climbed Mt. Makalu (8,485 m) during 
its first-ever twin summit expedition to Mt. Makalu 
and Mt. Annapurna, both in Nepal. 

Mt.Makalu 

•	 It is 20 km east of Everest in the Khumbu region 
and is the fifth highest mountain in the world. 

•	 It lies in the Makalu Barun National Park and 
is known for its perfect pyramid shape with four 
sharp ridges. 

•	 North of the mountain lies Tibet and it has two 
notable subsidiary peaks.

	� Kangchungtse, or Makalu II, 7,678 m lies 
north-northwest of the main summit. 

	� The other is Chomo Lonzo which lies just 
north of the main peak. 

Past expeditions

•	 Mt.Makalu was first attempted by an American 
team in 1954 but was successfully summited on 
May 15, 1955, by French climbers Lionel Terray 
and Jean Couzy. 

•	 It has never been summited in true winter 
conditions. 

	� The first Nepali to summit it was Ang Chepal 
Sherpa in 1978.

Source :TH

INSIDER TRADING
In News

•	 SEBI has accused Pranav Adani of insider trading 
by allegedly sharing price-sensitive information 
about Adani Green’s 2021 SB Energy acquisition 
with his brother-in-law. 

Insider trading

•	 Insider trading is the illegal practice of trading a 
company’s securities using unpublished price-
sensitive information (UPSI) by individuals with 
access to such data, like employees, directors, 
or associates.

•	 It involves buying or selling securities based 
on confidential, material nonpublic information, 
violating a duty of trust.

•	 It also includes sharing such information 
(“tipping”) and trading by those who receive or 
misuse it.

•	 SEBI regulates and prohibits insider trading to 
ensure market fairness and protect investors.

Source :TH

DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONAL 
INVESTORS (DIIS) UPSTAGE FPIS
Context

•	 Domestic institutional investors (DIIs) overtook 
foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) in ownership 
of NSE-listed companies in the March quarter of 
2025.

About

•	 DIIs held a 17.62 per cent stake, up from 16.89 
percent in the December 2024 quarter. 

	� FPI ownership stood at 17.22 percent. 
•	 It is the first time DIIs have outpaced FPIs since 

Prime Database began tracking data in 2009.

•	 Impact: DIIs act as shock absorbers during 
phases of FPI withdrawal, reducing market 
volatility.

Domestic Institutional Investors (DIIs)
•	 These include institutions such as mutual 

funds, insurance companies, pension funds, 
and banks that invest in domestic financial 
markets.

•	 DIIs also channel retail investments via 
Systematic Investment Plans (SIPs).
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Foreign portfolio investment (FPI)
•	 FPI consists of securities and other financial 

assets held by investors in another country. 

•	 It does not provide the investor with direct 
ownership of a company’s assets and is 
relatively liquid depending on the volatility of 
the market.

•	 FPI holdings can include stocks, American 
Depositary Receipts (ADRs), Global Depositary 
Receipts (GDRs), bonds, mutual funds, and 
Exchange-traded funds (ETFs).

•	 It is different from Foreign direct investment 
(FDI), which is an ownership stake in a foreign 
company or project made by an investor, 
company, or government from another country

Source: BS

BLACK HOLE BOMB
In News

•	 Researchers have created the first laboratory 
analog of the ‘black hole bomb’, a theoretical 
concept developed by physicists in the 1970s.

About Black Hole Bomb

•	 It is a theoretical mechanism where rotational 
energy of a spinning black hole is extracted and 
amplified.

•	 Based on Penrose process (1971), particles in 
the ergosphere of a rotating black hole can gain 
energy through frame-dragging.

	� Ergosphere is the region outside the event 
horizon where frame-dragging occurs.

•	 Zel’dovich (1971) extended the idea to rotating, 
axially symmetric bodies—predicting energy 
amplification in a resonance chamber.

How was it Simulated in the Lab?

•	 A rotating aluminum cylinder was placed inside 
magnetic coils generating a rotating magnetic 
field.

•	 The cylinder acted as the analog black hole, and 
the magnetic field represented the wave/particle.

•	 When the cylinder rotated faster than the 
magnetic field, the field was amplified, mimicking 
superradiance.

•	 Mirror-like coils simulated the reflective boundary 
to create a feedback loop — the key to the “bomb” 
effect.

Source: TH

PANGOLIN
In News

•	 Global trafficking of pangolin has sharply declined 
since 2020.

About Pangolin

•	 Pangolins are mammals covered in keratin 
scales, the only such mammals on Earth.

•	 They feed on ants, termites, and larvae using their 
long sticky tongues.

•	 When threatened, they use volvation (rolling into 
a ball) to protect themselves with their armor-like 
scales.

•	 They are considered “ecosystem engineers” 
due to their role in soil aeration and pest control.

•	 Indian Pangolin (Manis crassicaudata)

	� IUCN Status: Endangered

	� Habitat: Widely distributed across India, 
except arid zones (e.g., Rajasthan), High 
Himalayas & North-Eastern states

	� Also found in Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka

•	 Chinese Pangolin (Manis pentadactyla)

	� IUCN Status: Critically Endangered

	� Habitat: Himalayan foothills – Eastern 
Nepal, Bhutan, Northern India, Northeast 
Bangladesh, Southern China.

Source: TH

OPERATION HAWK 2025
Context

•	 The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) launched 
Operation Hawk to successfully dismantle the 
cybercrime networks involving online child sexual 
exploitation with international linkages.

About

•	 Earlier, the CBI had launched Operation 
CARBON in 2021 and Operation Megh Chakra 
in 2022 to trace accused of online child sexual 
exploitation cases with international linkages.

Source: TH

MAJOR DHYAN CHAND KHEL RATNA 
AWARD
In News

•	 Olympians Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and 
Chirag Shetty received the Major Dhyan Chand 
Khel Ratna award.
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Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award

•	 It is considered India’s highest sporting honour 
and is named after the Indian hockey legend, 
Major Dhyan Chand (1905–79). 

•	 It was established in 1991-92 and is given for 
outstanding performances in sports spanning 
over a period of four years. 

•	 The winners receive a medallion, certificate and 
a cash prize.

•	 Legendary sports figures like MC Mary Kom, S. 
MirabaiChanu, PV Sindhu, Saina Nehwal, Vijender 
Singh, Sachin Tendulkar, Virat Kohli amongst 
others have received this highest sporting honour 
in the past.

Major Dhyan Chand
•	 He was the star of the Indian hockey team that 

dominated the sport in the years before World 
War II.

•	 He played a key role in India’s three 
consecutive gold hauls at the Olympic Games 
- in 1928, 1932 and 1936.

•	 His mastery of the game and ball control was so 
dazzling that it earned him the epithets ‘Hockey 
Wizard’ and ‘The Magician’.

Source : PIB


