GS Paper 3-Environment



KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court has ordered the
Central Empowered Committee to
survey the Agasthyamalai

landscape in the Western Ghats to
identify encroachments and assess
forest degradation. The survey will
focus on areas like the Periyar tiger
reserve and Srivilliputhur sanctuary.
The court stressed forest
conservation's role in mitigating
climate change.




GS Paper 2-Social Justice



KEY POINTS

e International Transgender Day of
Visibility highlights the ongoing
challenges transgender
individuals face, including
discrimination, economic
exclusion, and barriers in
education and healthcare.
Despite legal progress, such as
the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019,
weak implementation hampers
access to welfare.




GS 2-IR

UPIL energy links, trade

in local currency: PM’s
BIMSTEC initiatives

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, APRIL 4

LINDERLIMIMNG THAT BIMSTEC =

a madel for inclusive develop-
meent and collective secunity and
not merely a regional organisa-
tion, Prime Minister Marendra
Modi Friday announced maore

than 20 initiatives — from the
mechanism of Home Ministers

on securnty to UPl connecting
payment mechanisms, an

energy centre to a chamber of
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KEY POINTS

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attended the 6th BIMSTEC Summit
hosted by Thailand, focusing on

regional prosperity and resilience.
He announced initiatives like
BIMSTEC Centres of Excellence in
India, the BODHI youth
development program, and a
BIMSTEC Chamber of Commerce.
Cultural and youth initiatives,
including the BIMSTEC Athletics
Meet and Young Leaders’ Summit,
were also highlighted.
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Cabinet nod to Vibrant Villages Programme
Ph-2

"The programme would help in the comprehensive development of the villages located in the blocks
abutting international land borders (ILBs), other than the northern border already covered under VVP-

[,” an official statement said.



KEY POINTS

e The Union Cabinet approved the
second phase of the Vibrant
Villages Programme (VVP-II)

with a Rs 6,839 crore budget,
aimed at developing villages
along international borders. The
program, covering 19 states, will
improve living conditions, create
livelihood opportunities,
enhance border security, and

integrate border populations by
2028-29.
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Govt: Star-rating

system for state
environment
bodies ‘givenup’

System was introduced in 2022 to
incentivise states for ‘quickly and
efficiently’ giving green clearance

MNIKHILGHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, AFRIL 4

THE UNIOMN Environment
Ministry has “gven up” astar-rat-
ing system it had introduced in
January 2022 to evaluate expert
ernvironmental bodies mstates on
thedr efficiency and promptness
in granting prior environmental
clearances to industry and mfra-
structure projects, according bo an
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Thantai, represented by lawyer
Ritwack Dutta and Stanby Hebeon
Singh, had challenged the memo-
randum on the grounds that it
was arbatrary and would result in
adilution of scrutiny of projects
under the 2006 Emaronment
Irmipact Assessmient (ELA) notifica-
ton. The Centre had introduced
the star-rating system on january
17, 2022, to incentivise the states
on the basisof efficency and time-
lines in the grant of environmen-
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KEY POINTS

e The Union Environment Ministry has
scrapped the star-rating system
introduced in January 2022 for
evaluating state-level environmental
bodies, following a challenge by a
Tamil Nadu fishermen's association.
The National Green Tribunal declared
the system "inoperative.” The system,
designed to incentivize timely
environmental clearances, will be
revisited with new criteria in the
future.
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KEY POINTS

e India's remittance sources are
shifting, with Advanced
Economies (AEs) like the US, UK,
Canada, and Australia now
contributing over half of total
remittances, surpassing the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries. This change is driven
by higher wages and a growing
number of skilled Indian
professionals abroad. The US
remains the largest contributor,
and stricter immigration policies
may further boost remittances.
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DRDO & Indian Army conduct four successful flight-tests of Army version of
Medium-Range Surface-to-Air Missile

Posted On: 04 APR 2025 5:43PM by PIB Delhi



KEY POINTS

e The DRDO and Indian Army
successfully conducted four flight-
tests of the Army version of the
Medium-Range Surface-to-Air Missile
(MRSAM) on April 3-4, 2025, off
Odisha's coast.

The tests, which intercepted high-
speed aerial targets at various ranges
and altitudes, demonstrated the
weapon system's operational
capability. Developed with Israel
Aerospace Industries, the MRSAM
system includes radar, command
posts, and mobile launchers.
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e India ranked 10th in global private
Al investments in 2023, with 1.4
billion USD, according to the 2025

UNCTAD report. It also improved its
position in the Readiness for

Frontier Technologies Index, rising
from 48th in 2022 to 36th in 2024.




