GS Paper 3-Economy



KEY POINTS

e Trump imposed reciprocal tariffs of
10%-49% on imports, including a 27%
tariff on India, triggering global market

declines.

e India responded cautiously,
highlighting ongoing trade talks and
aiming for $500 billion in bilateral
trade by 2030.

e The tariffs may impact India's diamond
sector but offer potential advantages
over rivals.




GS Paper 2-Governance



KEY POINTS

Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and West Bengal

received no funds under the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyaan for 2024 -

25, impacting education services.
Tamil Nadu's funds were withheld
over disagreements with the Centre.
A parliamentary committee urged
immediate fund release.

The Samagra Shiksha scheme aims
to provide quality, inclusive
education from pre-school to class
XIll, alighed with SDG 4 and NEP 2020.
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KEY POINTS

e Kannadippaya, a unique bamboo
mat from Kerala, has received
the Geographical Indication (Gl)
tag, making it the state's first
tribal handicraft with this
recognition. The mat has heat-
regulating properties and is
made by various tribal
communities.
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KEY POINTS

e The Lok Sabha passed the
Coastal Shipping Bill, 2024,
creating a legal framework for

coastal trade in India. It aims to
boost the maritime sector by
promoting an Indian-operated
coastal fleet, reducing reliance
on foreign vessels, and lowering
logistics costs.
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KEY POINTS

e The Kodungalloor Bharani
festival at the Sree Kurumba
Bhagavathy Temple in Kerala,
held annually during the
Malayalam month of Meenam,
features intense rituals like cock
sacrifice and the Aswathy
Kavutheendal. During the
festival, oracles in red enter a
trance, strike their heads with

swords, and perform dances to
honor Goddess Bhadrakali.
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KEY POINTS

e India is expanding its undersea
cable infrastructure with new
systems like Airtel’'s 2Africa

Pearls, adding significant
bandwidth capacity. Undersea
cables, critical for global internet
connectivity, face challenges in
India due to regulatory delays,
vulnerability to disruptions, and
lack of local repair resources.




GS 1-Places

AMONG TARIFFED: ISLANDS WHERE
ONLY PENGUINS, US MILITARY LIVE

MO HUMAN 1= bebeved to have set foot
on the Heard and McDonald Islands in
nearty a decade.

The volcanic islands are one of seven
external termtones belonging to Australia,
located roughly 4,100 kom to the south-
west of Perth, and 1,600 km to the north
of the Antarctic coast. Covered in glaciers,
and barren for the most part, the archi-
pelago is among the most remote places
on the planet, home to only penguins,
seals, and seabirds

Donald Trump has imposed a 106 tar-
iff on imports from the Heard and
McDonald Islands. Exactly what these

imiports might be is anyone's guess,

Not all that is baffling

The Heard and McDonald blands are
niot thie ondy baffling entry on Trumip's list
of “couniries” on which the Unated States
has imposed reciprocal tanffs. In the list
are three other Australian external terri-
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anything to the United States,” Norfolk
kland Admindstrator George Plant, the
Australian government’s representative
on the iland, told the Associoded Press.
“We don't charge tarififs on amything. |
can t think of any non-tanff barmers that
wiolld be in place either, sowe're scratch-
g our heads here.”

Trurnp has also imposed a 106 tanff
on the British Indian Ocean Territory
[ BOT), which comprises the Chagos ar-
chipelago, a group of low-lying islands in
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KEY POINTS

e Donald Trump imposed a 10%
tariff on imports from the
remote, uninhabited Heard and

McDonald Islands, known for
their wildlife and glaciers. He
also placed tariffs on other
Australian territories, including
Cocos (Keeling) Islands,
Christmas Island, and Norfolk
Island.
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KEY POINTS

e India and Thailand sighed six
agreements on IT, maritime, MSME,
and handicrafts, elevating their

relationship to a Strategic
Partnership. Prime Ministers Modi
and Shinawatra discussed tourism
culture, education, and business
ties. Modi supported ASEAN unity
and a free Indo-Pacific, while
highlighting shared cultural and
historical ties.




