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KEY POINTS

e PM Modi and U.S. Vice President
J.D. Vance met in Delhi and
finalized the Terms of Reference for

India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement talks, with further
negotiations set in Washington.

e They discussed cooperation in
trade, defense, and strategic tech
but did not launch the expected
TRUST Partnership.
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KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court questioned
whether directing the Union
government to invoke Article 355
over violence in West Bengal would

amount to judicial overreach.
Advocate Vishnu Shankar Jain
sought urgent intervention citing
unrest over the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025. Justice
B.R. Gavai, referencing past
criticism of judicial interference,
asked whether such action would
intrude into Executive and
Legislative functions.
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KEY POINTS

e |[SRO successfully completed the
second docking of satellites
SDXO01 and SDXO02 under the
SpaDeX mission, making India
the fourth country to achieve
this. The mission, launched in
December 2024, aims to develop
key technologies for future lunar
missions, space stations, and in-
space robotics.
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KEY POINTS

e Astronomers discovered the
Bullseye Galaxy (LEDA 1313424)
with nine rings, formed by a blue
dwarf galaxy passing through it
50 million years ago. The galaxy,
2.5 times the size of the Milky
Way, may evolve into a giant low
surface-brightness (GLSB)
galaxy, important for studying
dark matter. More analysis is
heeded to confirm this potential
evolution.
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KEY POINTS

e China has imposed export
controls on rare earth elements
(REEs), crucial for industries like

semiconductors and defense,
giving it leverage over global
supply chains. India, with 6% of
global REE deposits, may not
face immediate impacts but
relies on imports for advanced
manufacturing
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KEY POINTS

e Earth Day, celebrated globally
since 1970, promotes
environmental protection.

e The 2025 theme, “Our Power, Our
Planet,” focuses on using
renewable energy to protect
natural resources and achieve
clean, sustainable power for all.
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KEY POINTS

e PM Modi will visit Saudi Arabia fro
April 22-23, highlighting the
Kingdom's strategic importance to

India in energy, diaspora support,
and regional stability. Talks wiill
focus on security, humanitarian aic
and strengthening ties.

The visit builds on past
cooperation like Operation Kaveri
and reflects the deepening India-
Saudi strategic partnership since

2019.




