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India and China are close to
restarting the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra, suspended since 2019 due to
COVID-19 and border tensions.
Talks focus on infrastructure and
logistics. 
The pilgrimage, via Lipulekh
(Uttarakhand) and Nathu La
(Sikkim), is spiritually significant for
Hindus, Buddhists, and Jains, and
its resumption signals improved
bilateral ties.
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S. Jaishankar called India’s
northeastern region a “gateway
to Southeast Asia” at the North
East Investors Summit 2025,
countering Bangladesh’s
“landlocked” comment. He
highlighted its strategic role in
policies like ‘Act East’ and
BIMSTEC, and its potential for
investment, tourism, and key
infrastructure projects.
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A 21-year study discovered a
new frog species,
Leptobrachium aryatium, named
after Arya Vidyapeeth College in
Guwahati, Assam. Found in the
Garbhanga Reserve Forest, the
frog is noted for its unique
appearance and call. The
discovery highlights the
biodiversity of the forest, which
is threatened by urbanization.
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GS 3-Economy



Uttarakhand CM Pushkar Singh
Dhami commemorated the
Silkyara tunnel breakthrough,
recalling the 2023 rescue of 41
workers trapped for 17 days. The
4.531 km tunnel, part of the Char
Dham yatra project, will reduce
travel time between Gangotri
and Yamunotri by 45 minutes
and provide all-weather
connectivity. 
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GS3-Defence



The 6th India-Uzbekistan Joint
Military Exercise DUSTLIK-VI
began on April 16, 2025, in Pune,
focusing on joint
counterterrorism and sub-
conventional operations. It aims
to boost interoperability and
defence ties between the two
nations.
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