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Mach Number (M)

e It is the ratio of speed of object and
speed of sound.
o Subsonic: M <1
o Transonic: M = 0 (Speed of an object

is equal to the speed of sound)

o Supersonic:1<M<3
o High Supersonic: 3 <M <5
o Hypersonic: M >5

¢ The Space Shuttle re-enters the
atmosphere at high hypersonic speeds
(M ~ 25).
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