NEXT IAS

DAILY CURRENT

AFFAIRS (DCA)

Time: 45 Min Date: 18-04-2025

Table of Content
World Heritage Day 2025
Making Primary Health Care Visible, Accessible, and Affordable
Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) Technology
India’s Trade Deficit with China Widened
India’s Global Pharmaceutical Footprint
Intermediate-Mass Black Hole (IMBH) 1

News In Short
Guru Tegh Bahadur

Bhagavad Gita and Natyashastra Added to UNESCO’s Memory of the World
Register

K2-18b Discovery, Biosignatures on Exoplanet

India and International Big Cat Alliance Sign Agreement
Mission Amrit Sarovar

Silkyara Tunnel

Taurus missile

Dawoodi Bohra community

www.nextias.com




NEXT IAS

Daily Current Affairs (DCA)

WORLD HERITAGE DAY 2025

Context

World Heritage Day, also known as the
International Monuments and Sites Day, is
observed on 18 April every year.

¢ This vyear's theme is “Heritage under
Threat from Disasters and Conflicts:
Preparedness and Learning from 60 years
of ICOMOS Actions.”

Background

In 1982, The International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) proposed
that April 18 should be observed as the World
Heritage Day.

Later, the date was approved by the United
Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) at the 22nd General
Conference in 1983.

World Heritage Sites

World Heritage is the designation for places on
Earth that are of outstanding universal value to
humanity and as such, have been inscribed on
the World Heritage List to be protected for future
generations to appreciate and enjoy.

¢+ These can be cultural, natural, or a mix of
both.

¢+ They are protected under an international
agreement led by UNESCO.

The World Heritage Convention, 1972 was

adopted by UNESCQO’s member countries.

+ The Convention sets out the duties of States
Parties in identifying potential sites and their
role in protecting and preserving them.

¢ India became part of this Convention in 1977.
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Monuments of National Importance (MNI) of India

e The MNIs are officially conserved by the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), which
functions in accordance with The Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act of 2010 (AMASR Act 2010).

e There are 3697 ancient monuments and
archaeological sites and remains declared as
of national importance in the country.

Government’s Initiatives to Promote India’s Cultural
Heritage

Retrieval of Antiquities: Archaeological Survey

of India is committed to the protection of cultural

property.

¢ The government has retrieved 655 antiquities
from foreign countries from the year 1976 to
2024.

Adopt a Heritage’ Scheme: The programme was
launched in 2017 and revamped as “Adopt A
Heritage 2.0” in 2023.

+ |t allows private and public groups to help
develop facilities at protected monuments
using their Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) funds.

46th Session of the World Heritage Committee:

Archaeological Survey of India, hosted the 46th

Session of the World Heritage Committee in 2024.

Must See Portal: The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has created a portal to showcase
“Must-See Monuments and Archaeological Sites
of India.”
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Digitization of Cultural Heritage in India: The
National Mission on Monuments and Antiquities
(NMMA), set up in 2007, works to digitize and
document India’s heritage and antiquities.

Concluding remarks

World Heritage Day reminds us that protecting
our heritage is a shared responsibility.

From ancient monuments to timeless literature,
India continues to preserve its cultural and natural
legacy through strong national efforts and global
collaboration.

These efforts ensure that our rich heritage inspires,
educates, and unites generations to come.

Source: PIB

MAKING PRIMARY HEALTH
CARE VISIBLE, ACCESSIBLE, AND
AFFORDABLE

Context

In India, the government has been working
to transform primary health care through
innovative policies and programs, addressing
challenges such as accessibility, affordability,
and visibility.

About the Primary Healthcare in India

According to WHO, Primary Health Care (PHC)
is a whole-of-society approach to effectively
organize and strengthen national health systems
to bring services for health and wellbeing closer
to communities.

It aims to provide accessible, affordable, and
comprehensive services to all citizens.

It focuses on promotive, preventive, curative,
rehabilitative, and palliative care, ensuring
equitable access to essential health services.

Alma-Ata Declaration of 1978 identified PHC
as essential health care based on scientifically
sound and socially acceptable methods.

Primary prevention focuses
on taking proactive measures

to prevent diseases from ever
occurring

SECONDARY TERTIARY
Secondary prevention
emphasizes the significance
of identifying diseases in their

nascent stages before
symptoms manifest.

Tertiary prevention aims to
enhance the quality of life for
individuals living with chronic
conditions while minimizing
the impact of the disease.

Key Concerns in Primary Healthcare

Urban vs. Rural Divide: Urban slums, while
geographically closer to tertiary care centers, still
face issues of affordability and overcrowding.

+ Rural areas house over 65% of the population
but suffer from shortage of PHCs and trained
medical personnel, along with poor transport
connectivity.

Human Resource Shortages (2023-24):

¢ Shortfall of 77% surgeons, 69% obstetricians,
70% physicians at Community Health Centres.

+ 10-25% staff nurse vacancies in many states.

Burden of NCDs and Mental Health: PHCs are
now expected to manage lifestyle diseases and
mental health concerns.

¢ However, limited staff training and
infrastructure often hinder effective response.

Key Government Initiatives

National Health Mission: India has a vast
network of Sub-Centres (SCs), Primary Health
Centres (PHCs), and Community Health
Centres (CHCs).

¢ These facilities serve as the first point of
contact for individuals seeking healthcare
services.

¢+ According to the National Health Mission,
there are 1.6 lakh sub-centres, 26,636 PHCs,
and 6,155 CHCs across the country.
Ayushman Bharat Program (2018): It aims to
transform primary healthcare through Health and
Wellness Centres (HWCs).

¢ HWCs provide services related to non-
communicable diseases, maternal and child
health, mental health, and geriatric care.
Comprehensive Primary Health Care (CPHC):
The National Health Policy 2017 emphasizes
universal health coverage through CPHC.

¢ |t integrates traditional medicine systems
like Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha,
and Homeopathy (AYUSH) with modern
healthcare.

Focus on Underserved Areas: Initiatives like

the Aspirational District Program (ADP) and

Aspirational Block Program (ABP) aim to

improve healthcare in underdeveloped regions.

Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM): It focuses
on equipping India’s health system with the
necessary infrastructure, with an outlay of 64,180
crore.

Women Led Initiatives:

+ Role of Self Help Groups (SHGs): Over 1.9
crore women are empowered through SHGs
that promote awareness on PHC services.

Global Initiatives

Universal Health Coverage (UHC): It aims to
ensure that all individuals have access to quality
health services without financial hardship.
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¢ Scaling up primary healthcare interventions
in low- and middle-income countries could
save 60 million lives and increase average life
expectancy by 3.7 years by 2030.

e Global Health Programs: Programs like the
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria focus on integrating primary healthcare
with disease-specific interventions.

¢ The Gavi Alliance supports immunization
efforts, strengthening primary healthcare
systems in developing countries.

Way Forward

e Strengthening Infrastructure: Expanding the
network of HWCs and ensuring their functionality
in underserved areas is crucial.

¢ Investments in telemedicine can bridge the
gap between urban and rural healthcare
access.

e Enhancing Awareness: Community outreach
programs and health education campaigns can
improve visibility and utilization of health services.

e Ensuring Affordability: Continued efforts to
reduce out-of-pocket expenses and provide

financial protection through schemes like PM-JAY
are essential.

Source: TH

VEHICLE-TO-GRID (V2G)
TECHNOLOGY

In News

e The Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB) and IIT
Bombay have initiated a pilot project to explore
the implementation of V2G technology across the
State.

¢+ Though, V2G in India is still at a nascent
stage.

Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G) Technology

e Vehicle-to-Grid  (V2G) technology is a
transformative solution aimed at enhancing
the sustainability and resilience of electric grid
infrastructure.

e |t allows Electric Vehicles (EVs) to send power
back to the electricity grid when not in use, acting
as decentralized energy storage. It enables both

+ G2V (Grid to Vehicle) — charging EVs from the
grid.

¢ V2G (Vehicle to Grid) — discharging power
from EVs to the grid.

e |tsupportsrenewable energy integration, demand
response, and grid stability.

¢ Smart charging and Time of Use (ToU) tariffs
are key tools to manage this.

6 GREENMATCH

Benefits
e |t can manage peak demand and avoid grid
overload.

e |t can store excess solar energy during the day
and use it at night.

e |t improves grid stability by modulating variable
renewable energy.

e Utilities can use smart charging, well-designed
tariffs, and financial incentives to encourage V2G
adoption and truly decarbonise transportation.

Challenges

e The implementation of Vehicle-to-Grid (V2G)
services faces complex and region-specific
regulatory landscapes.

e Key challenges to effective V2G integration
include technical difficulties, data security, and
fragmented regulations.

e A major technical issue is the unpredictable and
irregular availability of EVs for grid services due
to varied charging behaviors.

Global Application

e V2@ is already active in Europe, the U.S., and
the U.K., where EV owners are compensated for
returning energy during peak demand.

. In California, it supports grid stability and
emergency power during crises.

Conclusion and Way Forward

e V2G technology has the potential to provide
grid services such as peak power support and
spinning reserves while also acting as renewable
energy storage.

e Data-driven optimization of EV charging can
enhance grid reliability amid rising EV usage and
distributed energy resources.

Source :TH
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INDIA’S TRADE DEFICIT WITH CHINA
WIDENED

Context

India’s trade deficit with China widened to a
record $99.2 billion in the 2024-25 fiscal year.

About

The trade deficit is driven by a surge in imports
of electronics, batteries and solar components,
even as exports fell sharply.

China remained India’s second-largest trading
partner in 2024-25, with total bilateral trade
amounting to $127.7 billion, behind the United
States.

Total imports from China for the financial
year ending March climbed to $113.5 billion. In
contrast, India’s exports fell to $14.3 billion.

Reasons for India’s Trade Deficit with China

Intermediate goods and raw materials: India
imports a significant volume of components and
raw materials from China, especially in sectors like
electronics, pharmaceuticals (APIs), chemicals,
and textiles.

Consumer electronics and machinery: China
is a major exporter of mobile phones, electrical
machinery, and telecom equipment to India.

Narrow export basket: India’s exports to China
are primarily raw materials such as iron ore, cotton,
and copper, which are low in value addition.

Barriers to market access: Indian firms face
regulatory hurdles, quality norms, and lack of
demand for Indian goods in China’s domestic
market.

Cost and scale advantages: China's well-
established manufacturing infrastructure allows it
to produce goods more cheaply and efficiently.

Global supply chain integration: Chinese firms
are deeply embedded in global value chains,
providing a wider variety of goods at competitive
prices.

India’s ‘Make in India’ initiative is still evolving,
and local manufacturing isn’t yet competitive
enough to substitute Chinese imports, especially
in electronics and industrial machinery.

Concerns

Future Outlook: Chinese imports could rise by as
much as 20% in the current fiscal year as Chinese
exporters seek to re-route goods away from the
United States in the wake of new American tariffs.

Cheap imports from China undercut Indian
manufacturers, especially MSMEs (Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises), leading to reduced
competitiveness, job losses, and slow industrial
growth.

Heavy import of telecom equipment, surveillance
gear, and electronics from China raises
cybersecurity and data security concerns.

A large trade deficit contributes to a wider
current account deficit (CAD), putting pressure
on the rupee and foreign exchange reserves.

Border tensions and strained diplomatic
relations make the large trade dependence
appear contradictory and risky, raising public
and political pressure to reduce imports.

Dependence on Chinese tech goods
reflects India’s lag in high-tech innovation and
manufacturing, which has broader implications
for economic and strategic autonomy.

Government Initiatives

The Directorate General of Trade Remedies
(DGTR) actively monitors unfair trade practices by
foreign companies and recommends corrective
remedial actions.

The Government is also encouraging Vocal for
Local Campaign by promoting awareness among
consumers and businesses to buy Indian-made
products, thereby aiming to reduce demand for
imported goods.

Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Schemes
for 14 key sectors are under implementation to
enhance India’s manufacturing capabilities and
exports.

Assistance provided through several schemes
to promote exports, namely, Trade Infrastructure
for Export Scheme (TIES) and Market Access
Initiatives (MAI) Scheme.

Agricultural & Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA) has
a Central Sector specific scheme for Financial
Assistance to facilitate the export of agriproducts.

The Marine Products Export Development
Authority (MPEDA) provides assistance for
upgrading the infrastructure facilities for value
addition, establishing testing laboratories,
participating in international trade fairs, and
providing technical assistance for aquaculture
production meant for exports etc.

Districts as an Export Hubs initiative has been
launched by identifying products with export
potential in each district, addressing bottlenecks
for exporting these products and supporting local
exporters/manufacturers.
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Conclusion

Whilethisdependencyhasfacilitated cost-effective
manufacturing and consumer affordability, it has
also exposed India to vulnerabilities in its supply
chain and trade balance.

To ensure economic resilience and strategic
autonomy, India must work toward diversifying
its import sources, investing in domestic
manufacturing through initiatives like ‘Make in
India” and PLI (Production-Linked Incentives),
and enhancing technological capabilities.

Reducing dependency does not imply isolation
but creating a more balanced and secure
economic framework.

Source: IE

INDIA’S GLOBAL PHARMACEUTICAL
FOOTPRINT

Context

The Department of Pharmaceuticals, with a vision
tomake India the world’s largest provider of quality
medicines at reasonable prices, transformed the
country’s global pharmaceutical footprint.

Pharmaceutical Sector of India

India’s pharmaceutical market for FY 2023-
24 is valued at USD 50 billion with domestic
consumption valued at USD 23.5 billion and
export valued at USD 26.5 billion.

Major segments of industry include generic
drugs, OTC medicines, bulk drugs, vaccines,
contract research & manufacturing, biosimilars
and biologics.

The Pharma sector currently contributes to around
1.72% of the country’s GDP.

India is the 3rd largest producer of API
accounting for an 8% share of the Global API
Industry.

®
INDIA: PHARMACY CD: 5
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India is globally the largest supplier of generic O‘ )
drugs, accounting for 20% of global supply h:?'._w:
%ﬂf India is also one of the biggest suppliers of
low-cost vaccines in the world

Achievements of Pharmaceutical Sector of India

India has been UNICEF’s largest vaccine supplier
for the past six to seven years, contributing 55%
to 60% of total volume procured.

India is also contributing 99%, 52% and 45% of
the WHO demand for DPT, BCG and the measles
vaccines, respectively.

The cumulative FDI equity inflow in the Drugs
and Pharmaceuticals industry is US$ 22.52
billion during the period 2000-2024.

The nation is the largest provider of generic
medicines globally, occupying a 20% share
in global supply by volume, and is the leading
vaccine manufacturer globally.

¢ India is known as the “pharmacy of the
world” due to the low cost and high quality
of its medicines.

Medical Devices sector

The medical devices sector is an essential and
integral constituent of the Indian healthcare
sector, particularly for prevention, diagnosis,
treatment and management of all medical
conditions and disabilities.

Its constituent device categories are; Electro-
medical equipment, implants, consumables and
disposables, surgical instruments and in vitro
diagnostic reagents.

In the financial year of 2024-25, from April
2024 to December 2024, FDI inflows (in both

2 One of the top 10 sectors

3 As per FDI Policy 2020, up

4 In Pharmaceuticals, up to 100

pharmaceuticals and medical devices) was
11,888 Crore.
FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT

The Indian pharmaceutical
sector has emerged as a
favourite destination for
foreign investors

attracting foreign
investments in India

to 100 percent foreign
investment is allowed
under the automatic route
in meditech activities

*1,68,974 crore (v1,41,586

crore in pharmaceutical
and 27,388 crore in
meditech)
percent FDI in greenfield
prejects and up to 74 percent
FDI in brownfield projects is
allowed under the automatic
route

Greenfield manufacturing projects involve the construction of
new facilities from the ground up

Brownfield projects entail acquiring or leasing existing focilities
to initiote production
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Government initiatives

Production Linked Incentive Scheme, launched
in 2020, is a transformative initiative aimed at
boosting domestic manufacturing, attracting
investments, reducing reliance on imports and
increasing exports. It includes;

¢ PLI Scheme for Pharmaceuticals,

¢ PLI Scheme for promotion of domestic
manufacturing of critical KSMs/DIs/APIs,

¢ PLI Scheme for promoting domestic
manufacturing of Medical Devices.

Promotion of Bulk Drug Parks: Approved

in March 2020, the scheme (FY 2020-21 to FY

2025-26) aims to establish parks with world-class

common infrastructure to reduce manufacturing

costs and enhance self-reliance in bulk drugs.

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana (PMBJP): Quality generic medicines
are made available at affordable prices to all
through dedicated outlets.

Concluding remarks

India’s pharmaceutical and medical devices
sectors stand as a testament to the country’s
growing capabilities in science, innovation, and
manufacturing.

It has stressed that the country’s pharmaceutical
sector will touch the 130 billion US dollar mark
by 2030.

Sources: PIB

INTERMEDIATE-MASS BLACK HOLE
(IMBH)

In News

Indian astronomers used the Devasthal Optical
Telescope (DOT) to detect and measure an
elusive intermediate-mass black hole (IMBH) in
the faint galaxy NGC 4395.

NGC 4395

It is a dwarf spiral galaxy located about 14
million light-years from Earth.

It has a low surface brightness and is notable
for being one of the closest and dimmest known
Seyfert galaxies.

+ Seyfert galaxies feature active galactic
nuclei (AGNs) powered by supermassive
black holes, which emit radiation across
the electromagnetic spectrum.

* |ts central black hole is around 10,000
times the mass of the Sun.

What Are Intermediate-Mass Black Holes (IMBHs)?

They are missing links between stellar-mass and
supermassive black holes.

They are believed to be seeds for the growth of
supermassive black holes.

IMBHs are considered to be the “seeds” that
can eventually grow into supermassive black
holes, helping explain how such giants formed in
the early universe.

Why Are IMBHs Hard to Detect?

They are difficult to observe due to their faint
emissions and location in small galaxies.

This makes traditional detection techniques
ineffective, requiring advanced instruments and
methods.

About the Discovery

It provides strong evidence supporting the size-
luminosity relationship in low-luminosity active
galaxies and offers one of the most accurate
mass estimates of an IMBH.

The black hole is accreting matter at only 6% of
its theoretical maximum rate.

The findings mark a key step in understanding
black hole growth and evolution, with more
advanced observations planned in the future.

Do you know?
The 3.6m Devasthal Optical Telescope (DOT) was commissioned in 2016.

It is India’s largest optical telescope for studying celestial objects.

Itis located in Nainital and operated by ARIES, it is a national facility equipped with modern instruments
for imaging and spectroscopy in visible and near-infrared wavelengths.

About Black Hole

A black hole is a region in space where the gravitational pull is so strong that nothing—not even light—can
escape from it. This immense gravity results from matter being compressed into an extremely small area.

The concept of black holes was theorized by Albert Einstein in 1915 through his General Theory of

Relativity.
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e The term “black hole” was later coined by John Archibald Wheeler in the 1960s.

e Black holes typically form when a massive star exhausts its fuel and undergoes a supernova explosion—
an immense burst of energy marking the end of a star’s life. The dense core left behind can collapse into
a black hole.

Types of Black Holes
e Stellar Black Holes:

+ Mass: A few to tens of solar masses.

+ Origin: Formed when massive stars collapse after a supernova.
e Supermassive Black Holes:

+ Mass: Hundreds of thousands to billions of times the mass of the Sun.

+ Origin: Thought to be formed by the merging of smaller black holes and the accretion of mass over
time.

= Found at the centers of most galaxies, including our own Milky Way.
Black holes
HOW BLACK HOLES FORM

Dying star Supernova Collapse Black hole
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Source: TH

NEWS IN SHORT

GURU TEGH BAHADUR youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib.

+ He was originally named Tyag Mal, he earned

In News the title Tegh Bahadur after displaying bravery
e The Prime Minister paid \ in battle.
tribute to Sri Guru Teg <= e He married Mata Gujri and had a son, Guru
Bahadur on the auspicious R Gobind Singh.
Parkash Purab. “ _ , . .
\ e He lived a life of meditation, selfless service, and
Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur \ L sacrifice.
* Hewasbornon 1 April 1621 7a 5 d e Hetraveled widely, preaching Sikhism, promoting
in Amritsar and he was the

social reform, and establishing new preaching

Il e
ninth Sikh Guru and the ‘!%ﬁ centers.
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Sacrifice

e In 1675, he was martyred in Delhi by the Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb for refusing to convert to
Islam and defending religious freedom, especially
for persecuted Kashmiri Pandits.

+ His sacrifice earned him the title “Hind di
Chadar” (Shield of India).

Legacy
e A great poet and philosopher, his hymns in Guru

Granth Sahib emphasize courage, compassion,
and devotion.

e His martyrdom laid the foundation for the creation
of the Khalsa and inspired generations to fight
against oppression.

Source :PIB

BHAGAVAD GITA AND
NATYASHASTRA ADDED TO
UNESCO’S MEMORY OF THE WORLD
REGISTER

In News

e The manuscripts of the Bhagavad Gita and
Bharat Muni’s Natyashastra have beeninscribed
in UNESCQO’s Memory of the World Register.

What is UNESCO’s Memory of the World Register?

e Establishment: 1992 by UNESCO.

e Purpose: To preserve rare manuscripts, archival
holdings, and other documentary heritage of

universal value against neglect, decay, and
destruction.

e Criteria for Inclusion:
¢ Qutstanding universal value.
¢ Historical, cultural, or social significance.
+ Authenticity, integrity, and rarity.

e As of 2025, the register includes 570 collections
from 72 countriesand 4 international organizations.

About the Inscriptions
e Bhagavad Gita:

¢+ Meaning: “The Song of the Lord.”

¢ Attributed to: Sage Vyasa.

¢+ Content: A 700-verse dialogue between Lord
Krishna and Arjuna from the Mahabharata.

¢+ Themes: Dharma (duty), Karma (action),
Bhakti (devotion), Jnana (knowledge).

+ Significance: Central to Indian philosophy,
ethics, and spirituality; global influence on
thinkers like Gandhi, Einstein, and Aldous
Huxley.

¢ Natyashastra

¢ Author: Bharat Muni.

¢ Date: Circa 200 BCE - 200 CE.

¢ Content: Foundational Sanskrit treatise on
drama, dance, music, and performance.

+ Key Concepts:
= Rasatheory: Aesthetic experience (e.g.,

Shringara, Karuna, Veera, etc.).
e Detailed analysis of stage design, acting, gestures
(mudras), costumes, and musical instruments.

= Impact: Basis for classical Indian dance
forms (Bharatanatyam, Kathak, etc.) and
traditional theatre.

India’s Inclusion to Memory of the World

e |India now has 14 entries in the prestigious
register. Recent additions to the 2024 MOWCAP
(Memory of the World Committee for Asia and the
Pacific) Regional Register include:

+ Ramcharitmanas
¢ Panchatantra
¢ Sahrdayloka-Locana

Source: TH

K2-18B DISCOVERY, BIOSIGNATURES
ON EXOPLANET

Context

e Researchers that have been studying data from
the planet K2-18b, some 120 light years away
from Earth, have reported strong signals of
dimethyl sulphide (DMS) and dimethyl disulphide
(DMDS).

About

e The gases detected include dimethyl sulphide
(DMS) and dimethyl disulphide (DMDS) —
detected for the first time outside our solar
system.

+ These gases are associated with biological
processes on Earth, especially from small
ocean organisms.

¢ On Earth, these are a product of metabolic
processes and the decay of small plant-like
organisms in the oceans.

e This has led to scientists hypothesising on the
possibility of a warm ocean on K2-18b, an
environment similar to the one that gave rise to
life on Earth about 3.5 to 4 billion years ago.

Significance of Discovery

e DMS is considered a biomarker, meaning it could
indicate the presence of life.

e The detection has sparked renewed interest in
extraterrestrial life.
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e However, the researchers stress that this is not
definitive evidence of life.

About K2-18b

e Discovered in 2015, K2-18 b is a super Earth
exoplanet.

e |tis 8.6 times as massive as Earth.

e |t orbits in the “habitable zone” - a distance
where liquid water, a key ingredient for life, can
exist on a planetary surface.

e |t orbits around a red dwarf star smaller than
the Sun.

Hycean Worlds

e About 5,800 planets beyond our solar system,
called exoplanets, have been discovered since
the 1990s.

e Scientists have hypothesized the existence of
exoplanets called hycean worlds - covered by a
liquid water ocean habitable by microorganisms
and with a hydrogen-rich atmosphere.

Source: IE

INDIA AND INTERNATIONAL BIG CAT
ALLIANCE SIGN AGREEMENT

Context

e The Government of India and the International
Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) signed the Headquarters
Agreement.

About

e The Agreement provides for India to be the host
for the IBCA Headquarters and Secretariat; and
it entails necessary provisions to enable IBCA to
meet its intended objectives.

e The Government of India shall provide budgetary
support of Rs 150 crore to IBCA for creating
a corpus, building infrastructure, and meeting
recurring expenditure for five years from 2023-
24 to 2028-29.

The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA)

e |t was launched by the PM in 2023, during an
event “Commemorating 50 years of Project
Tiger” at Mysuru.

e The IBCA became a legal entity after five
countries—Nicaragua, Eswatini, India, Somalia,
and Liberia—had signed the Framework
Agreement to formally become members of the
IBCA.

+ 27 countries have agreed to join the IBCA.

e The IBCA primarily aims for conservation of
seven big cats namely Tiger, Lion, Leopard,
Snow Leopard, Cheetah, Jaguar and Puma.

e Objectives:

¢ Facilitation of collaboration and synergy
amongst the concerned stakeholders,

¢ consolidation of successful conservation
practices;

¢ and expertise to achieve conservation of big
cats around the globe.

e The initiative seeks to foster international
collaboration for the sustainable future of big
cats, as well as underscores India’s leadership
and commitment to global wildlife conservation.

Source: MEA

MISSION AMRIT SAROVAR

In News

e Mission AmritSarovarisenhancingrurallivelihoods
by enabling various income-generating activities
around completed Sarovars, such as irrigation,
fisheries, duckery, water chestnut cultivation, and
animal husbandry.

Mission Amrit Sarovar

e |t was launched in 2022 under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav.

e |t is a flagship initiative aimed at constructing
and rejuvenating 75 water bodies in each district
to promote water conservation, sustainability, and
community participation.

e |t addresses critical issues like groundwater
depletion and rural water scarcity by blending
traditional practices with modern approaches.

e |t is implemented through convergence with
existing schemes like Mahatma Gandhi NREGS,
15th Finance Commission Grants, PM Krishi
Sinchai Yojana sub-schemes, and state-level
programs. It also allows for public contributions
via crowdfunding and Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR).

Progress

e Originally targeting 50,000 Sarovars by
August 15, 2023, the mission has evolved
into a nationwide movement integrating rural
development, ecological restoration, and
grassroots governance.

e As of March 2025, over 68,000 Sarovars have
been completed, significantly improving water
availability.

e Notably, over 46,000 were developed under
the Mahatma Gandhi NREGS, reflecting strong
convergence with existing schemes and public
engagement.

Source :PIB
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SILKYARA TUNNEL

Context

e Silkyara Tunnel in Uttarakhand will now be named
after Baba Baukhnag.

About

e The Silkyara Tunnel is a bi-directional, double-
lane tunnel with a total length of 4.531 kilometres.

e |[tislocated on the Yamunotri National Highway
in Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand.

e The tunnel is being constructed at an estimated
cost of 1,384 crore and is a key component of
the Char Dham All-Weather Road Project.

e Once operational, the tunnel will reduce the
distance between Gangotri and Yamunotri by
approximately 25 kilometres.

Baba Baukhnag

e Baba Baukhnag is a revered local deity
worshipped by communities in and around the
Uttarkashi district of Uttarakhand.

e He is believed to be a guardian spirit of the
mountains.

Source: IE

TAURUS MISSILE

Context

e Russia has said it will view any Ukrainian
strike using German Taurus missiles as “direct
participation” by Germany in the war.

What is Taurus Missile?

e The Taurus KEPD-350 is a long-range, cruise
missile, known to be one of the most modern
weapon systems used by the German military,
the Bundeswehr.

e Speed & Range: It is capable of travelling at a
speed of up to 1,170 kilometres per hour, and
can reach targets as far as 500 kilometres away.

+ |t can travel at an altitude of just 35 metres,
making it nearly impossible to be detected by
radar systems.

+ Ithas day and night, all-weather capabilities.

e The system is a Mobile Technology Control

Regime (MTCR) Category Il weapon, designed

to penetrate thick, hardened air defences via a

very low-level terrain following flight.

¢ Navigation systems: It uses four independent

navigation systems to stay on track. It has a

satellite-supported GPS system, which is

protected against attempts to jam it.

Source: ET

DAWOODI BOHRA COMMUNITY

Context

e A delegation from the Dawoodi Bohra community
met Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Dawoodi Bohra Community

e The Dawoodi Bohras are a Muslim community
primarily from West India, with members settled
in over 40 countries worldwide.

e |t traces its heritage to the Fatimid Imams,
direct descendants of the Prophet Muhammad,
in Egypt.

e The Dawoodi Bohras throughout the world
are guided by their leader known as the al-dai
al-mutlaq (unrestricted missionary), who first
operated from Yemen and then, for the last 450
years, from India.

Source: IE



