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CISF names training centre in Arakkonam after Chola
prince who was killed in Thakkolam

. . i - ' . e - - . o s I
History - Social Sciences - Central Industnal Secunty Force
- -



KEY POINTS

The CISF Recruits Training Centre
in Arakkonam was renamed
Rajaditya Cholan (RTC),
Thakkolam, to honor Chola prince
Rajaditya, who died heroically in
the 949 CE Battle of Thakkolam.
Despite the Chola defeat, his
bravery left a lasting legacy,
inspiring the Chola Empire's revival
and expansion under Sundara
Chola and Rajaraja I.




GS Paper 1-Women
Empowerment



KEY POINTS

Women in science face challenges
like gender stereotypes, cultural
expectations, and discrimination,
slowing career progression and
causing high attrition, particularly in
India where women make up just 17%
of faculty. Solutions include flexible
work policies, mentorship, and public
recognition. While India has
initiatives to support women in STEM,
broader reforms are needed for true
inclusivity.
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KEY POINTS

The Ministry of MSME, through
KVIC, implements the Prime
Minister’'s Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP) to help
entrepreneurs establish micro
units in the non-farm sector,
creating employment
opportunities for traditional
artisans and unemployed youth in
rural and urban areas.
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News

Why Vanuatu boasts one of the most popular ‘golden passport’ schemes

ARJUN SENGUPTA
MEW DELHI, MARCH £

FORMER IPL chéef Lalit Modi has applied to

viduals to acquire citizenship in a country
by making significant financial contribu-
tions to its economy. Countries around the
workd offer foreigners atizenship to attract
mvestrent and stimulate economic growth

surrender his passport to the Indian High Malta, Turkey, Montenegra, Antigua and

Commission in London, and acquired the  Barbuda, Dominica, and Egypt also have CBI

citizenship of Vanuatu, a timy programs.

island nation in the South

Padific, the Ministry of External Vanuatu’s program

Affairs confirmed on Friday. GLOBAL According to the website of
Vanuatu has a popular cit- investrment migration firm

izenship by investment (CEl) or “golden
passport” program, which allows wealtiny
individuals to purchase its passport.

Buying citizenship
CBloreconomic ditzenshipallows indi-

Global Residence Index, "Vanuatu's citizen-
ship by imvestrment program is the fastest and
mast simple ctizenship program available._
Very few documents are reqguired, and all
documentation can be provided digitally®,
meaning the applicant does not even have

o

to set foot n the country tobecome a citizen.

The cost of Vanuatu citizenship ranges
from$135,500 005155 500(Rs L18 arto 135
r), with options to also purchase citizen-
ship for a family of four. Processing times
vary from 30 to &0 days after the filling of the

application. The BBC reported in 2019 that
passport sales account for roughly 30 of

the country’s revenue.

Specific advantages

Aside from the ease and speed of the
process, Vanuatu's program provides some
specific benefits.

W As of 2025, aVanuatu passport allows
visa-free entry to 113 countries. The Henley
Passport Index ranks the Vanuatu passport
as the 51 st strongest in the workd (out of 199
oountries ), ahead of Saudi Arabia (57, China
(597, and Indonesia [64). India ranks 80th.

Vanuatu's passport was even stronger
until March 2022 when the European
Council temporarily suspended its visa-free
access to the European Union due to secu-
rity concems around the solden passport
scheme. The suspension was made perma-
nent in Februany 2023,

WVanuatu s, for all intents and purpases,

atax haven. It is a zero-tax jurisdiction that
is free of personal income tax, capital gains
tax, mheritance tax, and wealth ta While
Vanuatu does charge indirect taxes such as
VAT, as well as tax on property transactions,
rates are typically kower than other coun-
tries in the South Pacific_ It also has lax re-
porting requirements, which make it a
“strategic jurisdiction” for tax purposes,
For what remains a very poor country,
with a per capita GDP{curment US%) of only
3.515.2 (World Bank, 2023, there is a major
financial incentive to be a tax haven.
Offshore financial services is one of the
higegest revenue-generators for the country.

Scandals in recent years
Inrecent years, Vanuatu has faced mul-

tiple corruption scandals and allegations
that its citizenship scheme and tax Laws are
betng used by global criminal syndicates.

Analysing more than 2,000 golden pass-
parts issued in 2020, The Guardion reported
that among those granted citizenshipwere
"a Syrian businessman with US sanctions
against his businesses, a suspected North
Korean politician, an [talian businessman
accused of extorting the Vatican, a former
memiber of a notorious Australian motor-
cycle gang, and South African brothers ac-
cused of a $3.6bn cryptoourmency heist”.

“Experts have wamed the scheme is ripe
fior explodtation, creating a back door for ac-
cess to the EU and UK. Vanuatu's taxation
Lavws make the country an attractive site for
money laundering,” UK daily said.
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DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
MEWDELHIL KM&RCH ¥

THE UNITED STATES Supreme Court amn
Thursday rejected the plea of the 2008
Murmbai terror attack accused Tahawwur
Hussain Rana against his extradition to India

Rana, 64, had filed an “Emergency
Application For Stay™ after President Donald
Trurmp approved his extradition following
his meeting with Prime Minister Marendra
Bliodi last momnth.

Rana will be extradited on the basis of the
India-L5 Extradition Treaty signed by the
Wi countries in 19497,

Rana's story, from 2009

Rlanais accused of aiding and abetting the
reconnaissance forthe attacks carried out by
Diavid Colerman Headley, with whom he
weent fo school in Pakistan, and of participat-
ing im thee terror conspiracy.

Rana was amrested in Chicagoin October
2009 fior his imaohement in the 26{ 11 attacks

and the foiled attack on Danish newspaper
[vilands Posten that same year.

The U5 Dastrict Cowrt for the Morthem
District of llinois prosecuted him for con-
spiracy to provide material suppaort o ter-
rorism in India and Denmark, and to the
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist group.

The jury acquitied Rana of the charge of
Conspiring to provide matenial support o ter-
rarism in India, but convicted him on the
oiher two counts. On |anuary 7, 2013, Rana
wias sentenced to 168 months in prison.

Om june 9, 2030, he was released oncom-
passionate grounds. A day later, a Magsirate
Judze in California, where Rana was sending
his sentence, signed a provisional armest war-
rant with a view toextraditing him to India
hased ona Decernber 2009 extradition request.

Rana opposed his extradition on the
ground of “double jeopardy”. & Magistrate
Judge rejected his arguments on &May 16,
2023, Rana then petitioned the US District
Court for the Central District of California for
awrit of habees corpus.

After this was rejected on Awgust 10,

GS Paper 2-IR
Story of 26/11 accused Rana, set to be extradited to India from US

2023, he appealed in the Court of Appeals for
the Minth Ciroust. This oo was rejected.
Rana then filed a writ of certioren inthe
U5 Supreme Court, which was rejected on
Jarmuary 21 this year. After Trump announced
his extradition last month, Rana filed the
emergency application in a last-ditch at-

tempt to stay in the LIS,

India-US extradition treaty

The treaty established a legal framework
for the extradition of indavid-
uals charged with or con-
victed of semous offences inei-
ther country. An offence is

TERRORISM

strued as political offences under the treaty.

Tahawwur Rana’s case

Following his provisional arrest in 20020,
LIS authorities had submitted in couwrt that
Rana should be cleared for exaradition to India
as his offences and legal situation rmet all cri-
teria reguired under the extradition treaty.

They said there was “probable cause to
hielieve that Rana committed the offences™
of which he had been acoused in India.

The U% government sub-
mitted that it was not pro-
ceeding on Indian charges
such as “membership of a

extraditable if it is punishable
Iy imiprisonment for more than one yearun-
der the laws of both countries.

Palitical offenices are not extraditable un-
dier the treaty. Hmsever, certain actions such
s the murder or ceherwillful crime against a
Head of State! Government or a member of
otage, rimes against nternationaly protected
persans, and hostage-taking, etc., are mot con-

terror organisation”, “con-
spiracy towage war™ and “conspiracy to
Cofmumit terrorist 30t” because they did not
fulfil the criteria of “dual criminality”.

Hovweever, “the dual-criminality require-
mment [of the extradition treaty) is met be-
cause the remaining charged offences are
pumnizhable in Both India and the United
States”, the US said.

Rana claimof *double jeapardy”™ — argu-

ing that India intended to prosecute himfor
the same offences of which he had been ac-
quitted by the Chicago court —was rejected
by the US Court of Appeals for the Minth
Circuit onthe ground that the Indiancharges
had “elements" disting from the charges un-
der which he had been prosecuted, and
eventually acguitted, by the Chicago court.
The court held that *India [had | provided
sufficient cormpetent evidence to suppart the
magistrate judge’s finding of probable cause
that Rana committed the charged crimes.”

Other extraditions from US
There have beenondy teo extraditions of
alleged termorists from the L5 to India so far
— alleged Khalistanis Charanjeet Singh
Cheema and Kulbeer Singh Kulbeera in
February 2005 and June 2006 respeciivehe
According todata provided by the Minis-
try of External Affairs to Parliament, the
treaty facilitated the extradition of only 11
Indian fugitives betwean 2002 and 2018
One of these individuals was accused of

thie sexual abuse of children, another of at-

temipt to murder. The rest were accused of
financial fraud and cheating.

The governmment told Parliament recently
that &5 requests for extradition rermain pend-
ing with the US.

The U5 has rejected several reqguests for
extradition from India, rmost irportantby that
of Rana's associate Headley.

The Lashkar operative who was born
Dizood Gilaniwas armested in October 2009,
He was tried and sentenced by a US court for
the killing of six Americans in the Mumibai
attacks after he pleaded guiltytothe charges.
Ome of the key terms of his plea bargain was
that he would not be exttradited to India

The LS had earlier rejected India’s request
to extradite Warren Anderson, whiowas CEQ
of Union Carbide at the time of the 1984
Bhopal gas leak. Anderson had beenarrested
by paolice inIndia, but hewas soon given bail
and alloweed to leave the couniry.

Almost A0 years later, inhay 2003, India
sent a far his extradition to the LIS,
which was declined on the ground of insuf-
ficient evidence.



KEY POINTS

e The US Supreme Court rejected
Tahawwur Rana's plea against
extradition to India. He is accused of
aiding the 2008 Mumbai attacks and
the foiled Danish newspaper attack.
. His extradition is based on the 1997
India-US Extradition Treaty. Rana’s
challenge of "double jeopardy” was
dismissed. The treaty allows
extradition for serious offenses,
excluding political ones.
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KEY POINTS

Lieutenant Governor V K Saxena
inaugurated the Amrut Biodiversity Park
in Delhi as part of the Yamuna Floodplain
Restoration initiative. The park, a
collaboration between DDA and CSIR-
National Botanical Research Institute,
features themes from India's freedom
struggle and includes 14,500 native
plants, 3.2 lakh riverine grasses, and four
water bodies.
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US exits UN climate

damage fund meant
for poor nations

AMITABH SINHA
MEW DELHI, MARCH J

THE US has withdrasen from the

board of the recently-created
Lorss and Damage Fund which is
meant to provide financial sup-
port to countries ravaged by cli-
mate change disasters, Reuters
news agency reported on Friday.

This s the latest decision by
the Donald Trump administra-
tion to disengage iself from the

international climate change

framework.
It has already pulled out of

the Pans Agreement, stopped
the narscinaison of 1ts saentists

stepping dowr, not to be replaced
by a US representative,” Reuters
quoted the letter assaying.

The last mesting of the Board
of the Loss and Damage Fund weas
held in Manila, Philippines, in
December Last year, and the next
meeting is scheduled in April this
vear. The Loss and Damage Fund
was created at the COFZT dimate
meeting in Egypt in 2022 after
several years of protracted negob-
ticularhy small island states that
face the greatest threats from di-
mate impacts, had been demand-
me finamcial assistance in case of
cmmate-related disasters, argums
that thev were havins to suffer



KEY POINTS

e The US has withdrawn from the Loss
and Damage Fund board, which
supports countries impacted by
climate change.

e This decision reflects the Trump
administration's continued
disengagement from global climate
efforts. The US had contributed $17.5
million to the fund, but its future
involvement is uncertain. Activists
criticize the move, highlighting the
US's historical responsibility for
climate impacts.
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India, Ireland to set up panel to boost trade

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MARCH /

[NDLA AND [reland have agreed
to set up a |oint Economic
Commission to increase bilateral
trade, investment and technol-
oy ties, External Affairs Mintster
5 Jaishankar announced after a
mieeting with his Insh counter-
part in Duilin on Frday.
Jaishankar and Simon Harmis
also agreed on an action plan to
enhance the India-lrish partner-
shap as a highlight of the firstwisit

by anlndian external affairs min-
ister to lreland and the first hagh-
leved palitical visit from India smce
the wvisit of Pnime Minister
Marendra Modi in 2015.

External Affairs Minister

5 Jaishankar with Ireland's
Deputy Prime Mimister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Stmon Harrs in Dubdin. P17

“We discussed our bilateral
cooperation, including a new
Action Plan to reinvigorate ties.
Agreed to setup a joint Economic
Commissaon | JBC ) to mcrease our
trade, mvestmment and technology
linkages,” |aishankar posted on
social media

*Exchanged views on the re-
cent developments in our re-
gpective regions and globally, in-
cluding the Ukraine conflict,
West Asia, Afrhanistan and the
Indo-Pacific. Also spoke about
India-EU cooperation and multi-
lateralism,” he said.

The government of reland
said in a staternent that the |JEC,
once established, will serve as a
wehicke toenhance internal coop-
eration and coordination, and

strengthen the™like minded part-
nership with one of the largest
economees in the world”.

"“With two-way trade already
at €16 billon, we're committed to
strengthening every opportunaty
for growth, investment, and col-
laboration,” said Hams.

"l was pleased earlier this
week to secure government ap-

proval for adoption of an Action
Man for enhancing lreland'’s en-

gagement with India” he said.
Jaishankar is scheduled toin-

augurate new Consulate Generals

of India in Belfast, Morthern

Ireland, and Manchester, north-
ern England over Fnday and

Saturday before concluding his
week-long tour of the UK and

Ireland.



KEY POINTS

e India and Ireland will establish a Joint
Economic Commission (JEC) to
boost trade, investment, and

technology ties.

e This marks the first visit by an Indian
External Affairs Minister to Ireland
since 2015. The ministers also
discussed global issues like the
Ukraine conflict, the Indo-Pacific,
and climate change.
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Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution
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Centre notifies scheme for Cooperative Sugar Mills for conversion of existing
sugarcane-based feedstock ethanol plants to multi-feedstock based plants

Posted On: 07 MAR 2025 5:52PM by PIB Delhi



KEY POINTS

e The Government of India has
launched a modified Ethanol
Interest Subvention Scheme for
Cooperative Sugar Mills (CSMs) to
convert their sugarcane-based
ethanol plants into multi-
feedstock plants, using grains like
maize and damaged food grains.
The government will subsidize
loan interest for five years. This
conversion will enable year-round
operations, improving efficiency
and financial viability




