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e The Jammu and Kashmir
government has introduced new
rules to promote Bangus, a
remote tourist spot near the
LoC, as an ecotourism
destination. The focus will be on
preserving ecological balance,
avoiding large constructions, and
developing basic facilities. The
Tourism Department is also
registering paying guest houses
to support local livelihoods and
culture.
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General Anil Chauhan, India’s Chief of
Defence Staff, visited Australia to
strengthen defense cooperation,
focusing on maritime awareness,
information sharing, and joint
deployments. This marks the first visit
by an Indian CDS, highlighting the
strong defense partnership between
India and Australia. Both nations are
committed to promoting regional
stability and security in the Indo-
Pacific through enhanced collaboration.
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The Union government launched Al
Kosha, a platform with 316 datasets
to aid Al development, focusing on

language translation and other
fields. Part of the ¥10,370 crore
IndiaAl Mission, it also provides
access to 14,000 GPUs for Al
training. The government aims to
develop a homegrown Al model and
has encouraged data sharing
through initiatives like data.gov.in,
despite resistance from the tech
industry.
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The government is finalizing a ¥1
lakh crore fund to boost private
sector R&D investment, offering
low-interest, long-term loans for
developing innovative products.
Managed by the Anusandhan
National Research Foundation
(ANRF), the fund excludes
universities and targets sectors
like space, pharmaceuticals, and
energy.
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Pashu Aushadhi initiative for health of livestock

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MEW DELHI, MARCHG

THE GOVERNMENT will open "Pashu
Aushadha™ stores across the country to pro-
for livestock to people engaged in animal
hushandry and dainang.

The Pashu Aushadhi initiative is part of
the revised Livestock Health and Disease
Control Program [ LHDCE), which was ap-
proved by the Unson Cabinet chaired by Prime
Mindster Marendra Modi on W

LHDCP has an owerall outlay of Rs 3.EEII|'
crore for 2024-25 and 2025-26. Of this, Rs 75
crore has been provided for good guality and
affordable generic veterinary medicine and
incentive for sale of medicines under the

Pashu Aushadhi component.

Based on Janaushadhi Kendras

The inst1ative has beenconceptualised on
the lines of the existing Pradhan Mantri
Bharativa Janaushadhi Kendras, which pro-
vide "guality generic medicines at affordable
prices” bo “bring dowwn the healthcare budget
of every citizen of India”.

*Generic medicines” are non-branded
drugs, which are marketed under a non-pro-
prietary or approved name rather than a pro-

prietary or brand name.

More than 10,300 Pradhan Mantri
Bharatiya Janaushadhi Kendras are currenithy
functional, according to the Department of
Pharmaceuticals under the Ministry of

Chemicaks and Fertilisers. March 7 wall be
celebrated as Janaushadhi Dneas.

Why Pashu Aushadhi matters

As perthe 20th Livestock Census, India’s
Livestock population stood at 535. 78 million
in 2019 Thas included a total bovine popula-
tion {including cattle, buffalo, mithun and
vak] of 30279 million.

According to the Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Hushandny & Dairying, the “produc-
ity of livestock is impacted adversely due
to diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease
[FMID), EBrucellosis, Peste des Petits
Ruminants [ PPR), Cerebrospinal Fluid [ C5F),
Lurmpy Skan Disease, etc.™

WWhile measures such as vacomaton drives
have been taken proactively, much remains
to be done. A significant portion of the out-
of-pocket expenditure of farmers goes into
buying medicines to treat their cattle and
other animals for illnesses. Implementing

LHDCP can help reduce those bosses throwsh
disease prevention, the ministny saud.

To be run by co-op societies
The Pashu Aushadhi stares will be run by
cooperative societies and Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samriddhi Kendras The nit o
Andmal Husbandry & Dairying will release
guidelines for thewr unclioning, a source said.
The Pashu Aushadhi Kendras will also sell
ethnoveterinary medicines, which are based
on traditional beliefs and indigenous knowd-
edge and practices. The Natsonal Dairy Devw-
elopment Board has compiled a list of ethno-
veterinary formulations for magor ailments in
bovines, including treatments for masiitis,

FMID disease lesiones, fever, and wonms
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress com explained
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1.The "Pashu Aushadhi” initiative
will provide affordable generic

veterinary medicines for livestock,
similar to the PMBJK for humans.
Managed by cooperatives and
PMKSK, it aims to improve animal
health, reduce disease-related
losses, and lower farmers’
medicine costs.
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Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh says, while India’s Bioeconomy grew more than
10 times in last 10 years, the biotech potential of Himalayan territories, particularly
their agri-biotech potential, remains still under-explored.

Highlights Agri-Biotech Potential in J&K, Credits Prime Minister Modi for India’s Bio-Economy Growth

India’s biotech economy, which soared from a $10 billion valuation in 2014 to over $130 billion in 2024,
is set to reach a massive $300 billion by 2030,

Jammu & Kashmir: A Hub for Agricultural Biotechnology and Innovation
DBT's Budget from 1485crores in 2013-14 to 3447 crores in 2025-26 almost marking 130% increase.
India’s Bio-Economy Set to Soar to $300 Billion by 2030, Says Dr. Jitendra Singh

Posted On: 06 MAR 2025 7-41PM by PIB Delhi
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e lindia’s biotech sector grew from $10
billion in 2014 to over $130 billion in
2024, aiming for $300 billion by 2030.
While Jammu & Kashmir’s agri-
biotech potential remains under-
explored, initiatives like Aroma
Mission and floriculture are boosting
its economy. India ranks 3rd in Asia-
Pacific for biomanufacturing and has
seen a surge in biotech startups. The
BioE3 Policy and NRF’s ¥50,000 crore
funding aim to foster innovation
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Department of Social Justice and Empowerment organizes Inaugural Batch of
Rashtriya Karmayogi Jan Seva Programme
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The Department of Social Justice
and Empowerment (DoSJE) launched
the Rashtriya Karmayogi Jan Seva
Programme, aimed at fostering a
sense of service among government
officials. The program, featuring four
short training sessions, encourages
open discussions, teamwork, and
practical problem-solving




