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PIB: Government Initiative
News
• The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, has approved the Revision of Livestock 
Health and Disease Control Programme (LHDCP).

About
• The scheme has three components namely National 

Animal Disease Control Programme (NADCP), LH&DC and 
Pashu Aushadhi.

• The total outlay of the scheme is Rs.3,880 crore for two 
years i.e. 2024-25 and 2025-26, it will help in prevention 
and control of livestock diseases through vaccination, 
surveillance and upgradation of healthcare facilities.

• Productivity of livestock is impacted adversely due to 
diseases like Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), Brucellosis, 
Peste des Petits Ruminants (PPR), Cerebrospinal Fluid 
(CSF), Lumpy Skin Disease, etc. 

• Implementation of the LHDCP will facilitate reduction in 
these losses by preventing diseases through 
immunization.
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News
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired 
by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, has approved 
two major ropeway projects in Uttarakhand under 
Parvatmala Pariyojana.
Govindghat to Hemkund Sahib Ji
• Currently, the journey to the Hemkund Sahib Ji is a 

challenging 21-km uphill trek from Govindghat and is 
covered on foot or by ponies or palanquins.

• The proposed 12.4 km ropeway project is planned to 
provide convenience to pilgrims visiting the Hemkund
Sahib Ji and the tourists visiting the Valley of Flowers.

• The trek to Hemkund Sahib Ji also serves as the gateway 
to the famous Valley of Flowers, a national park 
recognized as the UNESCO World Heritage site.
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Sonprayag to Kedarnath
• Kedarnath is one of the 12 sacred Jyotirlingas situated at 

an elevation of 3,583 m (11968 ft) in the Rudraprayag
district of the State of Uttarakhand.

• The construction of 12.9 km ropeway project from 
Sonprayag to Kedarnath (12.9 km) will reduce the travel 
time in one direction from about 8 to 9 hours to about 
36 minutes.
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The Hindu :IR and Economy (Page -1)    
News
• U.S. President Donald Trump criticised the high tariffs 

charged by India and other countries, terming them as 
“very unfair” and announced reciprocal tariffs from April 
2 on nations that impose levies on American goods.

What are reciprocal tariffs?
• Reciprocal tariffs are measures designed by a country to 

ensure a level playing field by matching the import duties 
imposed by other nations. The aim is to ensure that no 
country takes undue advantage of lower tariffs while 
imposing higher duties on imports.
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News
• Under Delhi's Mahila Samriddhi Scheme, women with an 

annual income up to ₹3 lakh are eligible for a ₹2,500 
monthly payout.

About
• Only those aged between 18 and 60, who do not hold 

government jobs and are not receiving any other 
government financial assistance, will get the grant under 
this scheme.

• The government has estimated that around 15-20 lakh 
women will meet the criteria.
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News
• Suggestions that Ukraine could lose access to Elon 

Musk’s Starlink satellite Internet system, which has been 
vital in maintaining its military communications, have 
focused investor interest on Starlink’s smaller European 
rival Eutelsat.

About
• Eutelsat already supports government and institutional 

communications in Ukraine, and can provide an 
alternative for certain government and defence
applications

• Since its merger in 2023 with Britain’s OneWeb, Eutelsat 
controls the only operational global-coverage 
constellation, besides Starlink, of satellites in low earth 
orbit (LEO).
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Indian Express: Species (Page -15)    
News
• The findings of the first-ever comprehensive exercise to 

determine the population of riverine dolphins in India 
were published recently.

About
• It estimated the aquatic mammals‘ population to be 

6,327, spread mostly across the Ganga and Brahmaputra 
river systems.

• The Indian subcontinent boasts two extant species of 
riverine dolphins: the Ganges river dolphin (Platanista
gangetica), and the related but smaller Indus river 
dolphin (Platanistaminor). 

• Both are classified as endangered, and accorded the 
highest protection under the Wildlife Protection Act, 
1972. 
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