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The Supreme Court dismissed a
case against Congress MP Imran
Pratapgadhi, affirming the
protection of free speech through
art and expression, and criticized
efforts to suppress individual
opinions or misuse state power.
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The Lok Sabha passed the
Carriage of Goods by Sea Bill,
2024, to modernize maritime
regulations, replacing the 1925
Act while retaining key
provisions. Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal stated it
aims to eliminate colonial-era
laws and simplify business
processes.
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The Union Cabinet approved a
₹22,919-crore Electronics
Component Manufacturing
Scheme to boost domestic
production, focusing on passive
components and sub-
assemblies. It aims to attract
₹59,350 crore in investments,
generate ₹4,56,500 crore in
production, and create 91,600
jobs.
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The Ministry of Environment is
finalizing the "tigers outside tiger
reserves" project with a ₹176.45
crore budget until 2026-27. The
project aims to monitor tiger
populations, reduce poaching,
address human-animal conflict,
and improve habitats, focusing
on areas like Wayanad,
Chandrapur, and Pilibhit.
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India's cotton industry has
declined due to policy failures,
particularly a moratorium on GM
crops after 2010. While
technological advancements,
including GM Bt cotton, had
boosted production, regulatory
hurdles and environmental
activism stalled progress. As a
result, India shifted from being the
top producer to a net importer,
with global competitors benefiting.
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The discovery of cash at Delhi
High Court judge Yashwant
Varma's residence has raised
concerns about judicial
corruption and the lack of asset
transparency, with only 13% of
High Court judges publicly
declaring their assets, unlike
other public servants.
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has approved the Kosi
Mechi Intra-State Link Project under the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana-
Accelerated Irrigation Benefits
Programme (PMKSY-AIBP). The Rs.
6,282.32 crore project, with central
support of Rs. 3,652.56 crore, aims to
improve irrigation in Bihar's Mahananda
basin by diverting surplus water from the
Kosi River. The project is set for
completion by March 2029. PMKSY,
launched in 2015-16, focuses on improving
water access, expanding irrigation, and
promoting water conservation.
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The 14th India-Russia naval exercise
INDRA will be held off Chennai from
March 28 to April 2, 2025, featuring a
Harbour Phase with exchanges and a
Sea Phase with advanced naval drills. It
aims to enhance interoperability and
strengthen diplomatic ties.
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NITI Aayog's Trade Watch Quarterly
Report shows India's trade grew by
5.67% in April-September 2024,
with exports up 5.23% and imports
rising 6.07%. Merchandise exports
averaged $35.4 billion, while
imports averaged $57.8 billion.
India ranks 6th in global textile
exports, focusing on natural fibers.
The report offers insights into trade
performance, opportunities, and
challenges.
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