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President Donald Trump announced a
25% tariff on imported vehicles,
effective April 3, expanding the global
trade war. The move, part of his
strategy to reduce the U.S. trade deficit,
has sparked criticism and threats of
retaliation from countries like Canada,
Japan, and the EU. 
With $474 billion in automotive imports
in 2024, critics warn the tariffs could
harm businesses, raise prices, and hurt
global demand, while Trump views them
as a way to boost U.S. revenue and
industry. 
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The Indian Army conducted the
‘Prachand Prahaar’ tri-service
exercise in Arunachal Pradesh
from March 25-27, focusing on
integrating surveillance,
command, and precision
firepower across services.
Advanced platforms like UAVs,
armed helicopters, and rockets
were used for target
engagement in a simulated
modern battlefield.

2

KEY POINTS 



 GS Paper 3-Defence



India's defense sector faces
challenges with slow production
and heavy reliance on arms
imports. The IAF’s focus on
indigenous aircraft using U.S.
engines raises concerns about
dependency. The article
questions the true nature of
India-U.S. defense relations and
emphasizes the need for India to
protect its strategic autonomy.
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The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) decided to scrap the Free
Movement Regime (FMR)
between India and Myanmar for
security and demographic
reasons. Experts argue this won't
solve issues like smuggling and
highlight the impracticality of
building a fence due to terrain
and local resistance.
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The European Space Agency
(ESA) ended its Gaia mission on
March 27, 2025, after over a
decade of mapping the Milky
Way. Launched in December
2013, Gaia measured the
location and movement of stars,
creating a detailed 3D map. 
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India's Matsya-6000
submersible, capable of diving 6
km, positions the country to join
a select group with deep-sea
manned vehicle capabilities.
With China advancing in deep-
sea technologies, including a
cable-cutting device, India must
invest in ocean technologies,
strengthen research, and
establish a dedicated ministry
for ocean development.
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The Sagarmala Programme,
launched in 2015, aims to boost
India's maritime sector by
modernizing ports, enhancing
logistics, and promoting
sustainable development. It aligns
with the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision
2047, targeting India as a global
maritime leader. With 839 projects
worth ₹5.79 lakh crores, 272 have
been completed by March 2025,
involving ₹1.41 lakh crores in
investment.
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Applications for the Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar are open
from 1st April. Indian children aged
5 to 18 years (as of 31st July 2025)
can apply for awards recognizing
achievements in Bravery, Sports,
Social Service, Science,
Technology, Environment, Arts, and
Culture. The deadline is 31st July.
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In 2024, India became the world’s
second-largest tea exporter,
reaching 255 million kilograms, a
10% increase from 2023. Major
export markets include the UAE,
Iraq, Iran, Russia, the USA, and the
UK. India’s renowned teas like
Assam, Darjeeling, and Nilgiri
dominate exports, with black tea
making up 96%. 
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