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KEY POINTS

e President Donald Trump announced a
25% tariff on imported vehicles,
effective April 3, expanding the global

trade war. The move, part of his
strategy to reduce the U.S. trade deficit,
has sparked criticism and threats of
retaliation from countries like Canada,
Japan, and the EU.

With $474 billion in automotive imports
in 2024, critics warn the tariffs could
harm businesses, raise prices, and hurt
global demand, while Trump views them
as a way to boost U.S. revenue and
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KEY POINTS

e The Indian Army conducted the
‘Prachand Prahaar’ tri-service
exercise in Arunachal Pradesh
from March 25-27, focusing on
integrating surveillance,
command, and precision
firepower across services.
Advanced platforms like UAVs,
armed helicopters, and rockets
were used for target
engagement in a simulated
modern battlefield.
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KEY POINTS

e India's defense sector faces
challenges with slow production
and heavy reliance on arms
imports. The IAF's focus on
indigenous aircraft using U.S.
engines raises concerns about
dependency. The article
questions the true nature of
India-U.S. defense relations and
emphasizes the need for India to
protect its strategic autonomy.
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KEY POINTS

e The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) decided to scrap the Free
Movement Regime (FMR)

between India and Myanmar for
security and demographic
reasons. Experts argue this won't
solve issues like smuggling and
highlight the impracticality of
building a fence due to terrain
and local resistance.
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LAUNCHED IN 2014, SPINNING OBSERVATORY PROVIDED INFORMATION AROUT NEARLY 2 BN STARS, LEADING To OVER 13,000) STUDIES

(Gaia, European spacecraft that mapped the Milky Way for a decade, shuts down

KATRINAMILLER
MULRCH 27

FROM ANCIENT star streams to
the innards of white dwarfs, the
Gaia space telescope has seen it
all. On Thursday, mission spe-
cialists at the European Space
Agency will send Gaia, which is
ko on fued, inbo orbat around the
sun, and switch it off after more
than a decade of service to the
weorld's astronomers.

(:aia has charted the cosmos
since 2014, creating a vast ency-
clopedia of the positions and
mavernents of celestial ohjectsin

our Milky Way and beyvond. It is
diffscult to capture the breadth of
development and discovery that
the spinning observatory has en-
abled. But here are a few num-
bers: nearty 2 bilbon stars, mallions
of potential galaxies and some
150000 asteroids. These observa-
tions have ledtomore than 13,000
studies, so far, by astronomers.

(a3 has transformed the way
scientists understand the uni-
verse, and #s data has become a
reference point for many other
telescopes on the ground and m
space. And less thana thard of the
data it has gathered has so far
been released to scientists.

“It's something that is now
underpinning almost all of as-
tromomy,” said Anthomy Brown,
an astronomer at Leiden
University in the Netherlands
wh leads Gaia's data process-
ing and analysis group.

"l think if youwwere to ask my
astronomy colleagues, they
couldn't imagine anymare hav-
ing to do research without Gala
being there."

Launched in 2013, Gaia's pri-
miary 2oal was to reveal the his-
tory and structure of the Milloy
Way by building the most pre-
cise, three-dimenssonal map of
the posations and velocities of 1

Deployment testing of Gaia's sun shield at Europe's spaceport
in French Ganana, where the muassion laumched in 2003, vy

billion stars. With only a fraction

of that data, astronomers have
estimated the mass of the halo
of dark matter engulfing our
galay and identifed thousands
of trespassing stars, ingested
from another galasy 10 billsom
yearsago.

Measuring ongoing vibrations
in the disk of the Milky Way has
also led to evidence of an en-
counterwith a satellite galay that
orhits our own much maore re-
cently than scientists believed.
That could be wihy the Milly'Way
appears warped when viewed
from the side.

Gaia's reach extended be-

yond what can be gleaned about
our galactic address. The space-
craft has helped observe moons
orbiting other workds in our so-
lar system, captured starquakes
and spotted hyperfast stars zip-
ping across the Milky Way.
Within its catalog of stars, as-
tronomers have found hints of
new planets and black holes, in-
cluding the closest known to
Earth. Cosmologists hawve used
Caia’s records of pulsing stars to
help measure the expansion rate
of our universe.

“aaia has been and wallbein-
credibly important boour under-
standing of the cosmos,” said

Lisa Kaltenegger, an astronomer
at Cornell University who, in
201, used Gaia's catabog bo learn
which alien worlds might be
able to see us.

For maore than 10 years, it has
twired slowdy in space 1 million
miles from Earth, where the graw-
ity from our planet and the sun
balance with the motion of the
satellite. T telescopes, pointed
in different directions on the
spacecraft, scanned the sky, cap-
turing optical light that streaked
across its field of view. From this
data, scientists inferred informa-
tion about temperature, mass and
chemical compasition. NYT



KEY POINTS

e The European Space Agency
(ESA) ended its Gaia mission on
March 27, 2025, after over a

decade of mapping the Milky
Way. Launched in December
2013, Gaia measured the
location and movement of stars,
creating a detailed 3D map.
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KEY POINTS

e India's Matsya-6000
submersible, capable of diving 6
km, positions the country to join
a select group with deep-sea
manned vehicle capabilities.
With China advancing in deep-
sea technologies, including a
cable-cutting device, India must
invest in ocean technologies,
strengthen research, and
establish a dedicated ministry
for ocean development.
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Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Sagarmala Programme

Powering India’'s Maritime Revolution

Posted On: 27 MAR 2025 6:51PM by PIE Delhi



KEY POINTS

e The Sagarmala Programme,
launched in 2015, aims to boost
India's maritime sector by
modernizing ports, enhancing
logistics, and promoting
sustainable development. It alighs
with the Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision
2047, targeting India as a global
maritime leader. With 839 projects
worth ¥5.79 lakh crores, 272 have
been completed by March 2025,
involving ¥1.41 lakh crores in
investment.
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e Applications for the Pradhan Mant
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar are open
from 1st April. Indian children aged

5 to 18 years (as of 31st July 2025)
can apply for awards recognizing
achievements in Bravery, Sports,
Social Service, Science,
Technology, Environment, Arts, anc
Culture. The deadline is 31st July.
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e In 2024, India became the world’s
second-largest tea exporter,
reaching 255 million kilograms, a
10% increase from 2023. Major
export markets include the UAE,
Iraq, Iran, Russia, the USA, and the
UK. India’s renowned teas like
Assam, Darjeeling, and Nilgiri
dominate exports, with black tea
making up 96%.




