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KEY POINTS

e X Corp has petitioned the
Karnataka High Court, arguing
that content blocking should

only be done under Section 69A
?f)the IT Act, not Section 79(3)
b).

e The government contends
Section 79 only notifies platforms
of liability for illegal content, not
blocking orders.
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KEY POINTS

e The Defence Acquisition Council
approved guidelines to reduce
procurement timelines by
10%-15% and gave preliminary
approval for proposals worth
¥54,000 crore. The Cabinet
Committee on Security also
approved the procurement of
307 indigenously developed
155mm artillery guns at ¥7,000
crore.
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Security



KEY POINTS

e The Army proposed including 12
more police stations in Manipur
under AFSPA for operational

efficiency.

The Ministry reviewed AFSPA's
scope in Assam, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, and Manipur.
AFSPA grants the Army and Police
powers to Kkill, arrest, and search
without a warrant in disturbed
areas, with immunity from
prosecution.
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KEY POINTS

e The PAC, led by K.C. Venugopal,
criticized the Union Tourism
Ministry for poor execution of

the Swadesh Darshan scheme,
highlighting issues like lack of
feasibility studies and
incomplete projects. The
scheme, launched in 2014-15,
has now been revamped as
SD2.0, focusing on sustainable
and responsible tourism.
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KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court of India
raised concerns over "habitual
offender” laws, questioning their

constitutionality and misuse
against denotified tribes. These
laws, rooted in colonial-era
legislation, continue in some
states, though others like Punjab
and Odisha have moved away
from them. The laws cover
crimes like being a thug or a
dacoit.
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T1TH ROUND OF INDIA-EU TALKS ONMAY 5

India-EU FTA talks: Progress
on dispute settlement,

stalemate on rules of origin

RAVIDUTTA MISHRA
MEW DELHI, MARCH 20

IM THE first round of trade deal
negotiations between India and
the European Unson after the EL)
College of Commassioners' visat
o India last momnth, both coun-
tnes made considerable
progress in agreeing on the
norms that will gusde dispute

settlement under the pact but
failed to make a significamt
breakthrough on rules of origin,
which help determine the na-
tonal source of a product.
Amid rising protectionism
alobalby, Frime Minster Narendra

vices from a holistic perspective,
addressing all obstacles imped-
ing market acoess, inchuding tar-
iff=, rules of origin, and Technical
Barriers to Trade (TET " the re-

AIM TO CONCLUDE FTABY ENDOF 2025

PRIME MINISTER
Marendra Modi and
President of the European
Commission Ursula von der
Leyen had announced

that both sides would

aim toconclude the free
trade it by the
end of 2025

The report also stated that lim-
red progress was made on teching-
cal repulatsons, market surveil-
lance, and technical disoussions,
adding that important dver-



KEY POINTS

e India and the EU made progress
on dispute settlement in their
trade talks but struggled with
rules of origin.

They aim to conclude the deal
by 2025, with talks ongoing since
2022. The EU emphasized
market access for cars and
resolved some sectoral issues
but faced challenges on
technical regulations and India’s
Quality Control Orders.




Miscellaneous



KEY POINTS

e India ranks 118th in the World
Happiness Report 2025, with
Finland, Denmark, and Iceland
topping the list. Pakistan ranks
109th, and Afghanistan is the
lowest. The report evaluates
countries based on GDP, social
support, life expectancy, freedom
generosity, and corruption
perceptions. Despite rapid
economic growth, India’s
happiness score remains low.




