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The debate on judicial discretion
in India's death penalty began in
1972, with key rulings in 1980 and
1983 defining the 'rarest of rare'
doctrine. Section 303 was struck
down in 1983, and in 2022, the
Court sought a more uniform
approach for mitigating
circumstances. Judicial
discretion remains a key factor in
its application.
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The Supreme Court overturned two
rulings halting Auroville's
development, emphasizing the
balance between the right to a clean
environment and the right to
development. It upheld the validity
of the Auroville Foundation's Master
Plan and ruled that the construction
did not violate environmental laws,
as the contested area was a man-
made plantation, not a forest. 
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The Indian government is
reviewing a draft National Wildlife
Health Policy (NWHP) to integrate
wildlife disease surveillance,
research, and diagnostics, aligning
with the One Health concept. The
policy aims to improve cross-
sector collaboration, establish a
wildlife health database, create
satellite diagnostic labs, and
enhance community engagement,
especially in vaccination efforts
near protected areas.
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India and Malaysia discussed the
review of the ASEAN-India Trade
in Goods Agreement (AITIGA),
aiming for its conclusion by
2025. They also addressed trade
issues, market access,
semiconductor collaboration,
service sector cooperation, and
BIS's Foreign Manufacturers
Certification Scheme. Malaysia
is India's 3rd largest ASEAN
trading partner, with trade
totaling USD 20.02 billion in
2023-24.
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The 23rd edition of the India-
France naval exercise VARUNA,
scheduled for 19-22 March 2025,
enhances naval cooperation and
interoperability. It will feature
the aircraft carriers Vikrant
(India) and Charles de Gaulle
(France), along with their fighter
jets, destroyers, frigates, and an
Indian Scorpene-class
submarine, strengthening the
bond between the two navies.
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MeitY and DFI launched the
National Innovation Challenge
for Drone Application and
Research (NIDAR) under the
SwaYaan initiative, focusing on
autonomous drones for disaster
management and agriculture.
me a global drone hub by 2030.
SwaYaan, launched in 2022, aims
to train 42,560 people in
unmanned aircraft systems, with
over 14,000 beneficiaries to
date.
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