GS Paper 1-Culture



KEY POINTS

e Yaoshang is a five-day festival in
Manipur, celebrated during the
full moon of Lamta (February-
March), coinciding with Holi. It
begins with the burning of a
straw hut and children collecting
donations. A key highlight is
Thabal Chongba, a moonlit folk
dance. The festival includes color
play, similar to Holi, with a special
Pichkari day on the second day.
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KEY POINTS

e India and Australia agreed to
enhance cooperation in
maritime, land, and air domains,
focusing on maritime domain
awareness, information sharing,
and collaboration in industry,
science, and technology, during
the 9th defence policy talks in
New Delhi. They also emphasized
exchanges and deployments
between their territories.
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KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court will examine
a plea challenging the Centre's
control over appointing the

Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG), arguing it undermines the
CAG's independence. The CAG is
governed by Articles 148 to 151 of
the Constitution, which define
its appointment, duties, and
powers. Despite its
constitutional role, the CAG has
faced criticism.
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KEY POINTS

e India is moving closer to the
Taliban, planning to accept a
Taliban envoy despite the
regime's poor treatment of
women. China has already
gained influence in Afghanistan.
However, India faces risks from
rising terrorism in the country,
including ISIS attacks. India
should urge the Taliban to take
stronger action against terrorism
before further engagement.
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KEY POINTS

The Election Commission has
invited political parties to discuss
iImproving the election process,
addressing issues like electoral roll
manipulation, duplicate voter IDs,
and campaigh misconduct.
Proposed reforms include
enhancing EVM-VVPAT checks,
linking Aadhaar to EPIC cards,
capping election spending, and
enforcing criminal background
disclosures for candidates.




GS 3-Economy

FINANCE MINISTER LAUNCHES DEDICATED MOBILE APP FORPMIS

AGGAM WALLA

NEW DELHL MARCHT] SCHEME AIMS TO PROVIDE INTERNSHIPS TO 1 CR YOUTH
ANMNUNUMNUELY IN Budset
fior 2024-25, the scheme
aimes to provide internships
to 1 crore youth in top 500

UNION ANANCE and Corporate

Affairs Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has called on more

companies to participate in the

PM Internship Scheme  PMIS |, cit- companies over five years
ing larger national interest. Mow, IMN THE first round of the
in its second round — still at the pilot over 1.27 lakh

pilot stage — the scheme has opportunities were posted
drawwn intermship postings from and owver &2 (WM offers
32T comipanies, up from around veere made to successful

280 in the first round. e Candidates

 EJPLAINED

PM Internship Scheme a ‘national cause’
more companies need to chipin, says FM

4,500 tobe
paid per month

by the govt to
@ candidates

LINDER THE scherme, an
armount of Bs 4,500 waill
be prowvided per month by
the govermment to se-
lected candidates throwsh
Diirect Benefit Transfer,
with an additional Rs 500
offset to be provided by
the company’s (SR funds

Announced in the LUnion

reservation policy was also intro-
duced mio it. But the companies
were given a shortlist, throush
which they could choose who
they wanted to. There was no
compulsionon the industry, noin-
terference m their management
process,” she saxd.

“As much as possible, through
the system kself, every mternap-
plicant wias trnied to be placed in
the area from which he came.
Literally withan the district, if no,
the neighbouring distnict. No one
wis expected bo get out toofar, un-
less they chose to go far,” she



KEY POINTS

e Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman called for more
companies to join the PM Internship
Scheme (PMIS), aiming to provide

internships to one crore youth in
top 500 companies over five years.
The scheme offers 12-month paid
internships for individuals aged 21-
24, with ¥5,000 monthly support
and a one-time ¥6,000. It combines
training and professional
experience, with at least six months
of practical exposure.




