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KEY POINTS

Tamil Nadu's mangrove forest cover
has almost doubled from 4,500
hectares in 2021 to 9,039 hectares in
2024 due to new plantations and
conservation. Mangroves, thriving in
brackish water, help mitigate climate
change by stabilizing coastlines,
reducing erosion, and protecting
communities from natural disasters.
They face threats from agriculture,
overfishing, urbanization, and
environmental changes.
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The fourth conference of global
intelligence and security chiefs,

hosted by Ajit Doval, focused on
counterterrorism, global security,
and intelligence-sharing. Over 28
attendees, including
representatives from 20 countries,
participated. The conference was
organized by RAW and the National
Security Council Secretariat.
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The Centre has approved the
Chandrayaan-5 mission, which will carry
a 250-kg rover to study the Moon's

surface. Unlike the Chandrayaan-3
mission, it will be conducted in
collaboration with Japan. Previous
missions, including Chandrayaan-1
(2008) and Chandrayaan-2 (2019), have
contributed significantly to lunar
exploration.

Chandrayaan-3 successfully landed on
the Moon's South pole in 2023. The
Chandrayaan-4 mission in 2027 aims to
bring back Moon samples.
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India and New Zealand have
resumed Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) talks after a 10-year break,
aiming to boost trade and market
access. Key challenges include
tariff disparities, with India’s tariffs
higher, and issues around dairy
imports and IT sector access.
Bilateral trade is expected to

surpass USD 1 billion by 2025.
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A study by IIT Delhi (Nov 2024)
shows that air pollution and
climate change will lower solar

panel efficiency in India,
potentially reducing it by 2.3% by
mid-century. This could result in a
loss of 840 gigawatt-hours
annually. The study stresses the
need for emissions reduction and
improved air quality to maximize
solar energy potential.charge on 82
tariff lines that are subject to cess
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1.The Mudumal megalithic menhirs in
Telangana will soon be India’'s second
UNESCO World Heritage Site. These
ancient, upright stones, dating back
3,500 to 4,000 years, are believed to
serve ceremonial and astronomical
purposes. The site includes the
oldest known menhirs in India, some
aligned with solstices, and one is
worshipped as Goddess Yellamma.
Their recognition highlights early
human knowledge in physics,
astronomy, and culture.




