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e Madhav National Park in
Madhya Pradesh has been

declared India’s 58th tiger
reserve, the state’s 9th. The
reserve, located in Shivpuri
district, currently has five
tigers, including two cubs.
Three tigers were introduced
in 2023, and two more may be
released soon.
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The Jalanatheswarar temple in
Thakkolam, a Chola-era site, is
deteriorating, with a collapsed wall

and neglected tank. Thakkolam,
historically significant with 51
inscriptions, provides insights into
the Chola dynasty, including
AdityaI's reign and his son
Rajaditya’s death in a battle there.




GS Paper 2-Governance



KEY POINTS

Over a month after the Supreme
Court authorized the appointment
of ad hoc judges to tackle a

backlog of 18 lakh criminal cases,
the government has yet to receive
proposals from High Courts. Under
Article 224A, retired judges can be
appointed, with the Court limiting
appointments to 2-5 judges per
High Court to hear pending
criminal appeals with a sitting
judge.
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PM Modi's visit to Mauritius (March
11-12, 2025) will strengthen India-

Mauritius ties, highlighting cultural,
trade, and maritime security
cooperation, especially amid
growing Chinese influence in the
Indian Ocean.
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In Odisha's Satkosia Tiger Reserve,
indigenous villagers are being
displaced to make way for tiger

reintroduction, despite the reserve
lacking tigers. Villages like Tuluka and
Asanbahal were relocated to poorly
planned settlements, with
compensation insufficient. Critics
argue the displacement harms
indigenous rights and livelihoods,
with some challenging the policy In
court.
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Delhi zoo to get smooth-coated otters after two decades

PRESS TRUSTOFINDLA
NEW DELHL MaRCH 10

SMOOTH-COATED oaters will re-
tum tothe Delhi 200 after a bao-

decade gap as part of an ex-
change programme with the

Surat zoo. The zoo had last
housed the animal in 2004.

Officials said on Sunday that the

oiters are expected to arrive by
the end of this month.

Along with the otters, the

Delhi zoo, officially called the

Mational Zoological Park, will
also recerve 10 star tortoises from

the Surat zoo. In exchange, it will

send five sangai deer, two blue-
and-yellow macaws, and four

green-cheeked conures.
Delhi zoo director Sanjeet

Kumar said another exchange
programime with the Lucknow

700 has been finalised, under

which Delhiwall receive swwamp
deer in retum for chinkara.

“Ateam of offiqals, including

Smooth-coated otters ane

to armrme at the zoo0
by the end of this month.

a keeper, is travelling to the
Surat zoo on Monday to assess
the otters and gain insights into
their housing and maintenance.
The exchange is expected to be
completed in the last week of
March. Mecessary preparations
are underway at both the zoos,”
Kurnar said.

Thie Delhi zoo recenthy wit-
nessed multiple animal deaths,
prompting efforts to introduwce
new spedes, incuding leopands,
lions, and a Himalayan black bear;

*The lions are likely to be
browghit-from the Indore 200, with
discussions expected toconchude
nexdt week. Talks for a Himalayan
black bear from the Jammu zoo
are also in the final stages. Even
before the recent death of a leop-
ard, we were already in disous-
sions to bring more leopards, as
v of our curment ones are fairy
old. Talks are ongoing with two
2005 inthe coundry,” Kumar said.

The zoo's last casualty was a

15-year-obd fernale beopard, Babli,

who died on February 26 due to
age-related complications. The
o0 now has two male and one fe-
male leopard. Her death followsed
twoother fatalities in February: a
22-year-old paguar and a 15-year-
ol nalgai, both were under pro-
konged treatment for age-related
ailments.

On Jamuary 25, a female san-
gai deer died after a fight with a
male sanga deer, while another
nalgal sustained injures in a sim-
ilar incident.
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1.Otters are aquatic and found
worldwide, except in Australia, New
Zealand, Madagascar, and some

oceanic islands. The Smooth-coated
Otter is found throughout South and
Southeast Asia, including major
rivers in India south of the Himalayas.
They prefer rocky areas, vegetated
riverbanks, and marshes. The

species is listed as Vulnerable by the
JUCN.
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Hantavirus is a rodent-borne virus
that can cause severe illness,
including hantavirus pulmonary
syndrome (HPS), often spread by
deer mice. Symptoms include
fatigue, fever, muscle aches, and
respiratory issues. There's no cure,
but early detection and respiratory
support may help. The CDC
recommends using gloves, N95
masks, and bleach when cleaning
areas with rodent droppings.
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INDIAN ARMY CONTINGENT DEPARTS FOR INDIA- KYRGYZSTAN JOINT
SPECIAL FORCES EXERCISE KHANJAR-XII

Posted On: 09 MAR 2025 1:27PM by PIE Delhi
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1.The 12th edition of the India-
Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces
Exercise, KHANJAR-XII, will be held in
Kyrgyzstan from March 10 to 23,
2025. Established in 2011, the
exercise alternates between India
and Kyrgyzstan, focusing on Counter
Terrorism and Special Forces
operations in urban and mountainous
terrains, while strengthening defense
ties and addressing regional security
concerns.




