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How reliable?
Supporters claim
an 85-95 percent
curacy rate

Critics say there is
not enough scientific
evidence to say
whether it detects
lies or not

Do polygraphs detect lies?

Polygraph or “lie detector” exams continue to be used by law enforcement and government
agencies for various screenings even though most eriminal courts ban polygraph evidence

How it works

Sensors measure body changes as
) subject answers yes-no questions;
data recorded on computer

@ Biood pressure cuff records
pulse, blood pressure

What a polygraph
measures

- Body movements
: = Breathing (diaphragm) ‘
|« Breathing (chest)
.+ Perspiration
- Pulse,

blood < @ Rubber tubes placed

over chest and
-abdomen record
breathing
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