First repo rate cut since May 2020 may translate into cheaper home and

car loans; follows Budget initiatives to boost consumption with I-T breaks

Lalatendu Mishra
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owering India's in-
L rerest rates for the
first time in the last

57 months, the Monetary

Policy Committee (MPC) of

the Reserve Bank of India
on Friday unanimously cut
the repo rate by 25 basis
paints (bps) to 6.25%, to
support fading growth in
the hope of inflation casing
to 4.4% in this quarter and
4.2% through 2025-26.
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KEY POINTS

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has cut the repo rate by 25
basis points to 6.25% for the
first time in 57 months to
support growth, following a
decline in inflation.

e This move comes after the
Union Budget for 2025-26
aimed at boosting urban
demand with tax breaks.




The RBI projects GDP growth of 6.7% for 2025-26,
with inflation easing to 4.4% this quarter and 4.2%

l
H
il
I -

through 2025-26.




HIND _
Tourists flock to Munnar as hill station
continues to experience cold weather

The Hindu Bureau

IDUKKI

While Kerala is reeling un-
der the heat, Munnar hill
station continued to wit-
ness the season’s lowest
temperature, with Chen-
duvarai recording zero de-
grees Celsius on Friday.

As per data from the
United Planters Associa-
tion of South India, Nal-
lathanni Munnar town,
Letchmi, Silent Valley, and
Devikualm have recorded
a temperature of 3 degrees
Celsius. Seven Malai saw 4
degrees Celsius, while
R&D Mattupetty witnessed
5 degrees Celsius on Fri-
day morning.

According to climatolo-
gist Gopakumar Cholayil,
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lcy mornings: A frost-covered grassland at Chenduvarai near

Munnar in ldukki on Friday moming. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

if not for the cyclonic cir-
culation and depression
that occurred in January.
“Better humidity levels,
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diation are required to ex-

perience sub-zero
temperature in the hill
station.”
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winter with mercury dip-
ping to sub-zero in Febru-
ary 2019. According to cli-
mate experts, there is a
change in the pattern of
winter in Munnar. Usually,
normal winter in Munnar
will begin from November,
with the hill station expe-
riencing extreme cold in
the first week of January.

The chilly weather will
come to an end around the
second week of January.
However, this vear the
winter has extended to
February.

(3. Sojan, coordinator of
the My Munnar Move-
ment, said there has been
a continuous inflow of tou-
rists to the hill station from

December. “Many tourists
are arriving at the hill sta-
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Munnar, a picturesque hill station
in South India, is known for its
natural beauty, colonial-era
cottages, and stunning landscapes,

including tea plantations,
waterfalls, and valleys. Located
1600m above sea level, it is famous
for the rare Neelakurinji flower that
blooms once every twelve years,
turning the hills blue during its
season.
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A surge of dead sea
turtles in the sand

matiils N s

Abhiskaek, 24, @ valunteer with 35TCN, and
s peewrs patrod mae sretches of e orosr -
vt the Cnoarm esnsry and Neelankaral svery
miEh in the seating scason. As they walk. they
seanch bor racks loft by the tariles and follow
them, Whien They cone aeines & digies e chaar-
ing, they use n ‘pnbe, 2 bong hollow rod, e
cherk for nesis 10 dhey fioad saes, they cansfully
collect them and mesisure the nest's dlmoensbons
o recreaie the conditons i heecheries, befor
ennrinng thear walk. =Working with a comiman:
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Whien trwad baoats often encrogch inpo
messteicbecl ares, it increases (e sk ol ot ke
enlangeivent and deatl
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Framader, TEEF Foomehuin

deaths emerged, the Tamil Miklu @resernmen
fowrrmiscd o Rk e Peichend by chie Prissipal Chie
Conservainr of Foresss amd Chiel Wikllife War
dem, Rakissh Kusnar Dogra, On January 37, th
task force deckded to strengrhen regalanons ca
mraew ] hshivgd, enbomee the uge of Turte Exclide
Devices (TESL, and restrice the harsepower o
e engimes

TED: are metal grids designed wo alkow murtle
o escape from traw] meis. But fsherfolk have ex
pressed concerns that these dedees could redon
their cabch A fisherman working on 2 mechan
imetd hoar in Kassmedu explains that wich dwin
ding resources in the ooean, even a small fall =
the catch can Bave o simificant impac) oo bi
prafiis. “There have besn no efforts froam th
Fesheries Deparinsa] 10 inoroduce improve
TED models or compensate fishermen for th
mranibe ey ane reguired e use them,”™ be s

Kiemar refuies this. He savs TEDS do man resid
i gignilicamt catch loss. Ve explaive (bal Bege
fiesh rypcally do mor rravel in schonls and are mo
oflen caugi in irew] nets

The: goecrnment bas also Increased joint pa
trals involving the Fishenes ment, Fares
Deparrment, ndian Coast Goard, and Marin
Police. A coating g Dogra, Torg-term sidies amn
mniteing, inclucing elemery research, will al
s beyin spon. Phrs have alsn been pur m plan
o nvodve polioe authorites in mosdoring am
adidreszing rravder viedailons

Meanwhile, the Soulberm Bench ol s Maiion
al Green Tribemal ook s moty notioe of the s
woe o0 Jenuary 18 and criticised the Taoil Mad
governamenl for Teiling v regalane rawhers
enfonie e uss ol TEDS despile previous onders

Tl guirge bin nirte cheat he b codncicked win
an unasnslly rouzh monsson season. Fishormes
Feporn it thi scas e Been peatioularky ki
lent s th norih-cast mosoon of 2004 perssin
wedll heryvaine] s il e clane o Devesnheer 31, &
e the India Metereningical Depanmen.

Palayam argucs chal 0 mod Gl v plade tha
bikame snlcly on ishermen. He has been imcking
s sl Wikl pamemns svery Jday sinee 200
and noves thar s season has hesn nnesual
*Iharireg the onsel af the ‘Tamil Thad monih, il
sea is typically calm. But that hasn't boen thi
case thix year, The ol {easterly) curment ooulk
puish odierts back: e the shore, swohich coubd ex




KEY POINTS

Since January, hundreds of Olive
Ridley sea turtle carcasses have

been found in Chennai and
Chengalpattu districts.

Olive Ridley turtles, known for their
olive green shells, are among the
smallest sea turtles. Found in
tropical regions of the Pacific,
Indian, and Atlantic oceans, they
are famous for mass nesting

(Arribada).




Odisha hosts the largest nesting site. They are
protected under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
and listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List, with
CITES Appendix | status.
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Cabinet nod to rejig
skilling initiatives with
a combined scheme

The Hindu Bureau These steps aim at
NEW DELHI providing structured
skill development,
on-the-job training,
and learning

The Union government has
decided to restructure its
skilling initiatives, combin
ing three of them into the
Skill India Programme, a
Central Sector scheme, that both urban and rural

with the Cabinet on Friday  populations, including
approving an outlay of marginalised communi-
8,800 crore for a three- ties, have access to high-
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e The Union government has
restructured its skilling
initiatives into the Skill India
Programme with an ¥8,800
crore outlay for 2023-26. The
program combines PMKVY 4.0,
PM-NAPS, and JSS, focusing on
skill development, on-the-job
training, and community
learning for urban and rural
populations. Over 2.27 crore
people have benefited so far.
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Nine submarines,
65 ships taking part
INn TROPEX exercise

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Indian Navy’s biennial cap-

stone Theatre Level Opera-
tional Exercise (TROPEX)

is under way in the Indian

Ocean Region, in which
the combined fleet, com-
Rricing annrovimatelvy G5

This is conducted bien-
nially with participation by
all operational units of the
Navy along with participa-
tion of Army, Air Force,
and Coast Guard assets.

“TROPEX-25 is aimed at
validating Indian Navy’s

core warfighting skills, and
aneniring a ecvnchroniced
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The Indian Navy's biennial TROPEX
exercise is underway in the Indian

Ocean, involving 65 ships, 9
submarines, and 80 aircraft to
validate warfighting skills and
protect maritime security against
various threats. It includes Army,
Air Force, and Coast Guard
participation.
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Trump sanctions ICC for ‘illegitimate
probes’ targeted against Israel, U.S.

Curbs include asset freezes and travel bans against ICC officials, emplovees and their family members, along with anyvone

deemed to have helped the court’s probe; The Hague-based court vows to continue providing justice around the world

Arence France-IPresse
WASHINGTON

.S, President Do-
Una]d Trump im-
posed sanctions on

the International Criminal
Court for probes targeting
America and its ally Israel,
but the ICC on Friday
vowed to continue provid-
ing “justice and hope”
around the world.

Mr. Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order on Thursday
saying the court in The
Hague had “abused its
power” by issuing an arrest
warrant for visiting Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who held talks
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Behavioural pattern: Previous sanctions by the U.S. under

President Donald Trump had targeted the court’s prosecutor. AP

Washington on Tuesday. along with anyone deemed
He ordered asset freezes  to have helped the court’s

and travel bans against ICC  investigations.

officials, employees and The ICC on Friday con-
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it said sought to “harm its
independent and impartial
Judicial work”. “The Court
stands irmly by its person-
nel and pledges to conti-
nue providing justice and
hope to millions of inno-
cent victims of atrocities
across the world,” it said in
a statement.

The United Nations said
it deeply regretted Mr.
Trump’s decision to slap
sanctions on the ICC and
urged him to reverse the
Imonwve.

The names of the indivi-
duals affected by the sanc-
tions were not immediate-
ly released, but previous
U.S. sanctions under Mr.
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court’s prosecutor.

Mr. Trump's order said
the tribunal had engaged
in “illegitimate and base-
less actions targeting
America and our close ally
Israel,” referring to ICC
probes into alleged war
crimes by U.S. service
members in Afghanistan
and Israeli troops in Gaza.

Israel’s Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar applauded Mr.
Trump on Friday over the
sanctions, calling the
court's actions against Is-
rael illegitimate.

Neither the U.S. nor Is-
rael are members of the
court. The EU warned the
mMove Was o lhl'l'_'i-lt to its
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The International Criminal Court
(ICC), based in The Hague, is a
permanent court established to

address serious crimes like

genocide and war crimes. It

operates independently of the UN

and has jurisdiction over crimes = ST IR
committed after July 2002 by ot En nEie Hue
State Parties or their nationals. Its Pénate L iy o, T
funding comes mainly from State P

Parties, with additional voluntary Criminal

contributions.
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National Commission for Safai
Karamcharis gets 3-yr extension

EXPRESSMEWS SERVICE OTHER KEY APPROVALS
MEW DELHI, FEEBRUARTY F

SKILL INDIA RENAMING OF WALTAIR
THE UMION Cabinet on Friday PROGCEAMME: The RAIL DIVISHON: The

approved the extension of the Cabinet approved the Cabinet gave its ex-post
tenure of the National continuation and facto approval o the
Commission for Safai restructunng of Skill India retaining of Waltair rail
Karamchans { NCSK) for a period Programme’ untill 226with  division in truncated form
of three years up to March 2028 anoverlay outlay of T8 800 and renaming it as Visha-
The financial implication for the cr. Giving details, 188 khapatnam division, a

extension would be around Rs
51 crare, a govermument note said.

Mintster Ashwini Vaishnaw
said P Kaushal Vikas

gOWe Mmment press note said
on Friday. "kt would be

The present tenure of the Yojana 4.0, the P& Mational renamed as Vishakha-
Commission was to end on Apprenticeship Fromotion patnam dvision because
March 31 and it has been ex- Scheme, and the Jan Waltair name s acolonial
tended up to March 31, 2028, Shikshan SansthanScheme legacy that needs to be
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The Union Cabinet approved the
extension of the National
Commission for Safai Karamcharis
(NCSK) until March 2028, with a

cost of Rs 51 crore. Established in
1994, the NCSK's mandate includes
addressing inequities, evaluating
rehabilitation programs, and
investigating non-implementation
of relevant laws for safai
karamcharis.
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‘Not just a formality’: Failure to inform
grounds of arrest will make it 1llegal, rules
Supreme Court

"If the grounds of arrest are not informed as soon as may be after the arrest, it would amount to a
violation of the fundamental right of the arrestee guaranteed under Article 22(1). It will also amount to
depriving the arrestee of his liberty,” the Court said.
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e The Supreme Court ruled that
failing to inform an arrested
person of the grounds for their
arrest under Article 22(1)
makes the arrest illegal. The
person must be informed
promptly in a language they
understand, and non-
compliance requires
immediate release. However,
this does not affect the
investigation or trial.




