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KEY POINTS

e Article 200 of the Indian
Constitution gives the

Governor four options when a
Bill is presented for assent:
approve, withhold assent,
return for reconsideration, or
reserve for the President. The
Governor usually acts on
ministerial advice, as confirmed
by the Supreme Court.




e The Sarkaria (1987) and Punchhi (2010)
Commissions recommended that Governors
decide on Bills within six months, but these
suggestions remain unimplemented.
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The Supreme Court has allowed
High Courts to appoint retired
judges as ad-hoc judges to
address the backlog of criminal
cases. These judges can only hear
criminal appeals, and their number
cannot exceed 10% of the court's
sanctioned strength. This decision
relaxes the 2021 rule that allowed
ad-hoc appointments only when
judicial vacancies exceeded 20%.




e The appointments require the consent of both
the retired judge and the President.

e There have been only three prior instances of
such appointments, with notable cases in

Madhya Pradesh, Madras, and Allahabad High
Courts.




Demchok now
open to visitors

under battlefield

tourisminitiative

DIVYAA
MEW DELHI. FEBRUARY 6

DEMCHOEK, WHIKH was among
the two mainpoinis of the recent
border row with China, has now
been opened for visitors s part
of the Centre’s new initiative of
Battlefield Tourism. Run jointhy
by the Ministry of Defence, along
with state governments and the
Minastry of Tourism, the list of 77
forward sates includes 21 from
Arunachal Pradesh, 14 in Ladakh,
11 in Jamimu and Kashmmir, and

miuch of the forwand locations as
possible, sothat citizens get a feel
of the pitched battles fought at

some of these locations that have
inhospitable terrain and weather.

Union Tourism Minister
Cajendra Shekhawat said, “The
Indian Army, in collaboration
with the state governments and
Ministry of Toursm, has put in
place risk mitigation and safety
rmeasures to ensure the well-be-
ing of wisitors to these sensitive
and remote locations.”

In a written reply in Lok
Sabha Monday, Shekhawat said,
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Demchok, a key site in the India-
China border dispute, is now open

for civilian visitors as part of India's
Battlefield Tourism initiative. The
initiative, covering 77 forward sites
across several states, promotes
tourism while ensuring safety
through coordination with the
Army.




HOW THE CLIMATE CRISISIS
INTENSIFYING MARINE HEATWAVES

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEW LDELHI. FcARLARY G

THE MARINE heatwaves [ MHW's) linked
to the death of more than 30,000 fish off

the coastal Western Australia in Jamusary
weere made upto W00 times more proba-
bde due to climate change, a new anaby-
si5 said. The MHWSs began in September
2024 and are still ongoing in the region.
The analysis was carried out by the
non-profit Climate Central. it also sad the
severity of the MHWS: i intensifying as
sea surface temperatures (55T in some
areas touched 2 degrees Celsius or more
abowe average for this time of the year.
The current MHW's are the second-
wworst in Western Australia’s recorded
history. The region saw its most intense
MHW's duning the summer of 20010-11.

What are marine heatwaves?
A marine heabwave ocours when the

surface temperature of a particular region

of the sea mses to 3 or 4 degrees Celsius
abxmve the average temperature for at least

five days. MHWSs can last for weeks,
muonths or even years, acoonding tothe LIS
govermment azency Mabonal Ooeanic and

Marnine heatwaves can lead to coral
bleaching. Rewuers

creased the global mean S5T by close to
0. 9degrees Celsius since then, with a rise
of around 0.6 degrees Celsius over the last
four decades, acconding to the Copemious
Climate Change Service.

That is why coastal Western Australia
has been witnessing a spike in MHWs
and thedr intensity.

The sabuatson will likely worsen across
the world. The 2018 study said the cur-

rent number of MHWs was projected to
increase on average by a factor of 16 for
chobal warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius and
by a factor of 23 for global warming of 2.0
deerees Celsius.
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e MHWs occur when sea surface
temperatures rise 3-4°C above
average for at least five days.
Marine heatwaves (MHWs)
have become more frequent
and intense due to climate
change, making events like the
one off Western Australia in
January 2025 up to 100 times
more likely.




MHWs, driven by rising sea
surface temperatures, are
expected to increase
dramatically with further
global warming, severely
impacting coral reefs and
marine life.

e These heatwaves, which
started in September
2024, have caused fish
deaths and are harming
marine ecosystems.
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Bali Jatra commemorates rich maritime heritage and culture of Odisha

Posted On: 06 FEB 2025 5:53FM by PIB Delhi
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e Bali Jatra is an annual festival in
Cuttack, Odisha, celebrating
the maritime trade between
Odisha and Southeast Asia,
particularly Bali.

Held on Kartika Purnima, it
features fairs, rides, food,
dance, and the Boita Bandana'
ritual, where women float
lighted boats on the Mahanad..
The festival honors the skill of
ancient sailors of the Kalinga
empire.
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The 5th Joint Working Group (JWG)
meeting between the Ministry of
Defence of India and Spain was held in
New Delhi today. During the meeting,
both sides reviewed the ongoing
bilateral defence cooperation activities
and discussed the plan for multiple joint
activities, including in the maritime
domain.




