
 GS Paper 2-Governance



Article 200 of the Indian
Constitution gives the
Governor four options when a
Bill is presented for assent:
approve, withhold assent,
return for reconsideration, or
reserve for the President. The
Governor usually acts on
ministerial advice, as confirmed
by the Supreme Court.
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The Sarkaria (1987) and Punchhi (2010)
Commissions recommended that Governors
decide on Bills within six months, but these
suggestions remain unimplemented.
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The Supreme Court has allowed
High Courts to appoint retired
judges as ad-hoc judges to
address the backlog of criminal
cases. These judges can only hear
criminal appeals, and their number
cannot exceed 10% of the court's
sanctioned strength. This decision
relaxes the 2021 rule that allowed
ad-hoc appointments only when
judicial vacancies exceeded 20%.

KEY POINTS 



 The appointments require the consent of both
the retired judge and the President. 
There have been only three prior instances of
such appointments, with notable cases in
Madhya Pradesh, Madras, and Allahabad High
Courts.
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Demchok, a key site in the India-
China border dispute, is now open
for civilian visitors as part of India's
Battlefield Tourism initiative. The
initiative, covering 77 forward sites
across several states, promotes
tourism while ensuring safety
through coordination with the
Army.

KEY POINTS 
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MHWs occur when sea surface
temperatures rise 3–4°C above
average for at least five days. 
Marine heatwaves (MHWs)
have become more frequent
and intense due to climate
change, making events like the
one off Western Australia in
January 2025 up to 100 times
more likely.  
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MHWs, driven by rising sea
surface temperatures, are
expected to increase
dramatically with further
global warming, severely
impacting coral reefs and
marine life.

  These heatwaves, which
started in September
2024, have caused fish
deaths and are harming
marine ecosystems. 
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Bali Jatra is an annual festival in
Cuttack, Odisha, celebrating
the maritime trade between
Odisha and Southeast Asia,
particularly Bali.
 Held on Kartika Purnima, it
features fairs, rides, food,
dance, and the 'Boita Bandana'
ritual, where women float
lighted boats on the Mahanadi.
The festival honors the skill of
ancient sailors of the Kalinga
empire.
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The 5th Joint Working Group (JWG)
meeting between the Ministry of
Defence of India and Spain was held in
New Delhi today. During the meeting,
both sides reviewed the ongoing
bilateral defence cooperation activities
and discussed the plan for multiple joint
activities, including in the maritime
domain.
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