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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page 6 Cheetahs
They are one of the oldest of the big cat species.
They are the fastest land animals in the world over short 
distances.
Altogether, 5 subspecies of cheetah have been described:

Northwest African cheetah
East African cheetah
South African cheetah
Northeast African cheetah
Asiatic cheetah.

Population and Distribution: Cheetahs are mainly present 
in southern African countries such as Algeria, Botswana, 
Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, and 
Zimbabwe, among others.

Iran is the only country having the Asiatic cheetah.
African cheetahs are bigger in size as compared to 
Asiatic cheetahs.

IUCN Status: All cheetah subspecies are listed as vulnerable 
by the IUCN, except the Northwest African and Asiatic 
cheetah which are critically endangered at present.
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page8 • the Supreme Court of India directed Rajasthan's Forest 
Department to map and classify sacred groves as 'forests' 
and 'community reserves' under the Wildlife Protection 
Act (WLPA). 

• This decision conflicts with the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 
2006, which recognizes community governance of sacred 
groves. Sacred groves, culturally significant and 
biodiversity-rich, are traditionally managed by local 
communities. The Court's move may undermine 
community control, transferring authority to the Forest 
Department, potentially disregarding the FRA’s 
provisions that empower gram sabhas to manage 
community forest resources.
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page9 • The Western Ghats, also known as the Sahyadri, meaning 
benevolent mountains, stretches along the western coast 
of the Indian peninsula, spanning six States: Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.

• Known as one of the world’s most biodiverse regions, the 
Western Ghats were once celebrated for their 
breathtaking natural beauty — cascading waterfalls, lush 
greenery, and a dazzling array of flora and fauna. Today, 
however, this idyllic landscape faces a stark 
transformation. Climate change, deforestation, the 
decline of traditional livelihoods, land encroachment, 
and the displacement of tribal communities have left the 
region in peril.
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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page10 • Greece supports the India-Middle East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC) as a "project for peace," despite delays 
due to the Israel-Gaza conflict. 

• Proposed in 2023, IMEC aims to enhance connectivity 
between India, the Middle East, and Europe through 
advanced infrastructure, offering an alternative to 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

• It could boost trade, attract foreign investment, and 
support India’s green hydrogen efforts, but its success 
requires substantial investment, political commitment, 
and private sector engagement.
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The Hindu-GS3(Defence)Page11 • Fort William in Kolkata has been renamed Vijay Durg as 
part of efforts to eliminate colonial influences in the 
Indian military. 

• Kitchener House is now Manekshaw House, and St. 
George's Gate is renamed Shivaji Gate. This aligns with 
Prime Minister Modi's push for indigenisation, urging the 
armed forces to move away from outdated colonial 
practices.
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PIB- Miscellaneous
• The Sahitya Akademi Award 2024 in Dogri has been 

awarded to Late Chaman Arora for his book Ik Hor
Ashwthama.

• The award, established in 1954, recognizes outstanding 
literary works in major Indian languages.
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Air-GS2(IR) • The Human Rights Council, established in 2006 by the UN 
General Assembly, is the main intergovernmental body 
responsible for promoting and protecting human rights 
globally. Composed of 47 member states, it addresses 
human rights violations and emergencies, offering 
recommendations for improvement. 

• The Council receives support from the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and meets at 
the UN Office in Geneva.
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