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KEY POINTS

e Sacred groves are community-
managed forest patches, deeply

rooted in local traditions and
beliefs. They are protected by
customary laws and taboos, often
prohibiting resource extraction
except for medicinal plants by
desighated custodians. These
groves hold cultural and spiritual
signhificance, linked to the
community's relationship with
spirits and gods
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KEY POINTS

The RTI Act empowered citizens to
access government information
and fight corruption, but its
effectiveness has declined due to
government resistance,
inefficiency in Information
Commissions, and restrictive court
rulings. Key rulings have limited its
scope, especially regarding
"personal information.” To protect
the Act, citizens and media must
defend it from further dilution.
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The historic Tea Horse Road, connecting India and China through Tibet

RISHIKA SINGH
MEW DELHI FEBRUARY 24

CHIMNAS AMBASSADOR to India Xu Feihong
on Sunday posted on X about the historic Tea
Horse Road which spanned more than 2 000
km, and connected China to India via Tibet.

“The Ancient Tea-Horse Road witnesses
the exchanges and interaction between
China and India throughout the long river

paths that began in sowthwest China and
ended inthe Indian subcontinent.

The two main pathways passed through
aties like Dali and Lijiang in Yunnan province,
reached Lhasa in Tibet, before entering the
Indian subcontinent where they branched
into present-day India, MNepal, and
Bangladesh. These routes were perilous to
traved on, passed through difficult termain, and
reached an elevation of up to 10,000 feet.

The origin of the Tea Horse Road can be

of history," he wrote. traced tothe rule of the Tang dynasty nChina

Although not as well- [618-907 CE). The writings of
known as the Silk Road, which Buddhistmonk Yijing (635713
linked China and Europe, the CE) — who gave some of the
Tea Horse Road was a crucial HISTORY muast detailed descriptions of
commerncial pathway forcen- auniversity available to-
furies. day — mention products like sugar, textiles,

"Tea from across China was transported
to Xizang [Tibet], then shipped to Kolkata
via the Himalayan passes, and sold in
Europe and Asia on a massive scale,” the
Ambassador wrote.

A network of roads
The Tea Horse Road does not refer toa
single road but a network of branching

and rice noodles being transported from
southrwestern China to Tibet and India while
horses, leather, Tibetan gold, saffron and other
medicine herbs went to China. [Shaochen
Wang, ‘The Protection, Designation and
Management of Cultural Routes: A Case Study
of the Tea & Horse Road n'China’, 2021}
Ower time, the trade focused on teas and
horses, as official documents from the Song

dynasty [960-1279 CE) show.

Tea and horses
The main driver for this is believed to be
thedemand for tea among Tibetan nomads,
living in cold and wnforgiving conditions.
Az an article in the Netional '
putit, *[Tea| was a hot beverage in acold cli-
mate_ A cup of yak butter tea — with its dis-

Carrying tea in Sichuan (left), along Tea
Horse Road, 1908, Wikimedia Cormrnans

tinctive salty, slighthy oily, sharptaste — pro-
vided a mini-meal for herders warming
themselwes ower yvak dung fires in a
windswept hinterland.”

At the same time, horses were a vital
military resource as well as a means for
transportation. But the central plains of
China did not produce horses, meandng that
they had to be imported from neighbour-

ing Tibet and Yunnan.

*The geographical features of the com-
mercial goods tea and horse, in this case,
promoted the complementary exchange
activities and formed the tea and horse ex-
change market,” Shaochen Wang wrote.

In fact, by the 10th century, official facil-
ities were established along the border
counties in China to control and supervise
the trade trade. With the rise and fall of
kingdoms, trade ebbed and flowed over the
next few centuries.

For instance, tea was pressed together
and packed into "bricks™ — a fiorm of padk-
ing that remains popular till date, and was
akan to currency in medieval Tibet, scholars
say. Mearmwhile, sturdy Tibetan steeds be-
came central to China's fights against no-
madic tribes from Mongolia, the predeces-
sors of the maghty Genghis Khan.

In modern times

In 1912, as the time of the Qing dynasty
came to an end, the Horse Tea Road would
continue to rermain significant. Dommestic “tur-
moil and foreign ageressions” provided a
“unique opportunaty for the trading systems

insouthwvest China®, Shaochen \Wangwrote.

Through the road, new techniques and
aoods were brought to the less-developed
mountainous regions of Yunnan.
Additionally, with China now being in
greater contact with the world market,
Yunnan's tea industry rapidly expanded.

Later, during World War 11, the road
played asignificant role n transparting sup-
plies to the frontline battlefield in China,
with Japan controlling almaost all of the
Chinese coastline and airspace.

With the establishment of the People’s
Republic in 1949, the Tea Horse Road wit-
nessed gradual decline. Most notably,
porters who would carry loads of wp to 150
kg mostly stopped the backbreaking work
following Mao Zedong's land reforms.

Of late, China has promoted tourism
along the historic path. Lijlang became a
UMESCO Wiorld Heritage Site in 1997 The
UMESCO website says, "From the 12thcen-
tury omvard, the Old Town of Lijiang was
an important goods distribution center for
trade between Sichuan, Yunnan and Tibet,
and is where the Silk Road in the south joins
the Ancent Chama (Tea and Horse ) Roads.”



KEY POINTS

1.The Tea Horse Road, spanning
over 2,000 km, connected China to
India via Tibet, facilitating the
trade of tea and horses for
centuries. It was a network of
paths through tough terrain,
starting from China’s southwest to
the Indian subcontinent. The trade,
crucial since the Tang dynasty,
supported Tibet’'s tea demand and
China’s need for horses.
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e India's textile industry is one of
the largest globally but faces
challenges like high production
costs, fragmented supply chains,
and complex regulations,
resulting in sluggish export
growth. Despite being a top
cotton and fibre producer, India
lags behind countries like China
and Vietnam. Sustainability
pressures are increasing, adding
costs, especially for smaller firms




GS Paper 3-Economy

Vo

Azadi
Amrt pMahotsav

Union Minister Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan to inaugurate the Saras Aajeevika Mela at
Noida Haat, Uttar Pradesh tomorrow

Saras Aajeevika Mela aims to help artisans and craftsmen to promote their livelihoods and inclusive growth

Posted On: 24 FEB 2025 6:01PM by PIB Delhi



KEY POINTS

1.The Saras Aajeevika Mela 2025,
organized by the Ministry of Rural
Development, is being held at
Noida Haat from February 21 to
March 10, showcasing rural India’'s
crafts, handlooms, and natural
food products. Over 450 SHG
members from 30 states are
participating, with 200 stalls and
25 food stalls offering ethnic goods
and cuisines.
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(3
The India-EU Trade and Technology Council first Workshop on Electric Vehicles (E\
Charging Technology paves the way for new advancements in standardisation and

sustainable mobility

Posted On: 24 FEB 2025 8:14PM by PIB Delhi
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e The EU and India are enhancing
their partnership through the

India-EU Trade and Technology
Council (TTC). The first India-EU
Workshop on Electric Vehicle
Charging Technology, held in Pune
on February 24, 2025, focused on
sustainable transport and
standardisation. The TTC,
established in 2023, strengthens
cooperation on trade, technology,
and security, addressing shared
olobal challenges.




