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The 2024 Panchayat Devolution
Index (PDI) shows Karnataka,
Kerala, and Tamil Nadu at the
top, with improvements in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar. The national
average score rose from 39.92
in 2014 to 43.89. 
Key challenges for panchayats
include inconsistent funding,
lack of infrastructure, and
digital resources.
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Melting glaciers have caused a 2
cm rise in global sea levels this
century. The rise is mainly due to
glacier melting and seawater
expansion from global warming.
Sea levels have risen 21 cm since
1880, with accelerated rates.
Coastal cities like Mumbai face
increased risks of flooding,
erosion, and ecosystem damage. If
emissions aren’t reduced, sea
levels could rise another 20 cm by
2050.
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Union Minister for Agriculture, Shri
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, announced
the release of the 19th instalment
of the PM-KISAN scheme on
February 24, 2025. This scheme,
launched in 2019, provides ₹6,000
annually to eligible farmer families.
Over ₹3.46 lakh crore has been
disbursed so far, benefiting over 11
crore families. The 19th instalment
will support 9.8 crore farmers,
including 2.41 crore women, with a
total transfer of ₹22,000 crore. 
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The 6th edition of the India-Japan Joint
Military Exercise DHARMA GUARDIAN
will be held from 24th February to 9th
March 2025 in Japan. The exercise aims
to enhance interoperability between
the Indian Army and Japan's Ground
Self Defence Force, focusing on urban
warfare, counter-terrorism, and
disaster response
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1.India has dispatched
humanitarian assistance of 26
tons to Honduras in the wake of
the recent Tropical storm SARA.
Honduras is a Central American
country bordered by Guatemala,
El Salvador, and Nicaragua, with
coastlines on the Caribbean Sea
and Pacific Ocean. Its capital is
Tegucigalpa, and San Pedro Sula
is also a major industrial and
commercial hub. 
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