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KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court stayed a
Lokpal order that brought High
Court judges under its
jurisdiction, citing concerns
over judicial independence. The
Lokpal had argued that High
Court judges were "public
servants” under the 2013 Act,
but the Supreme Court
disagreed and issued a notice

for further proceedings on
March 18, 2025.
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KEY POINTS

e In January 2025, India and China
discussed restoring bilateral
relations, including media
exchanges, the Kailash Mansarovar

Yatra, and flights by summer 2025.
This shift follows years of tensions
since the 2020 Galwan clashes,
with factors like the election of
Donald Trump influencing the
timing. However, there's
uncertainty about the de-
escalation and demilitarisation

status along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC),
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KEY POINTS

e Economic growth depends on
both supply (production) and
demand (expenditure).
Investment has a strong
multiplier effect, boosting GDP
more than its initial value.
China’s higher investment rates
have driven its faster growth
compared to India, where
growth has been consumption-
driven and slower.
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Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
announced the implementation of

the Ayushman Bharat Yojana in
Delhi. This health coverage
scheme, the world’s largest
publicly funded, provides up to ¥5
lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation.
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Remission without application: What Supreme Court held, why

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
MEW DELHIL FEBRLMEY 20

THE SUPREME Court on Tuesday directed
states to consider the premature release of
prisoners, even if they themsebves do not ap-
phy for remissson beforehand.
This marks a significant shaft
in the apex court's approach to
the matter — in bwo separate de-
csions in 2013, the SC had held

LAW

power to reduce the period of a sentence for

a person who has been found guwilty of a

crime. Section 473 of the Bharatiya Nyaya

Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BN5S), and Section

432 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973

(CrPC) grant state governiments the power to

remit sentences "at amy time”,

States may, however, impase variows con-
ditions that a convict must
meet for her sentence to be re-
mitted, as well as conditions
she has to further meet after re-

that states cannot remit sen-
tences swo mafu {of their own volition }, and
that a prisoner must first make an application.
A Bench of Justices Abhay 5 Oka and Ujjal
Bhunsan has now reversed the court's previ-
ous stand inits judgment in In Re: Podicy
Strotegy for Grant of Bal, a suo modu case in-
stituted by the SC in 2021 to tackle isswes re-
garding the overcroweding of prisons.

What is the law on remission?
The power of remission refers to the

mission (like pericdically re-
porting to a police officer), failing to meet
which their remissionmay be cancelled, and
they may be re-arrested without warrant.

That said, there are certain restrictions on
whio may be granted remission Section 475
of the BNSS (Section 433A of the CriC) says
that convicts serving a life sentence, who
have been found guilty of an offence punish-
able by death, cannot be released until at
least 14 years of serving the sentence.

To be sure, the power of remission with
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the states is separate from the power of the
President and the Governor to remit sen-
tences under Articles 72 and 161 of the
Constitution respectively.

What did the 5C rule?

The BN5S5 and the CrPC mention that the
FeMission process starts “whenever an ap-
plication is made to the appropriate
Government”. The SC ruled that since miost

states have specific policies prescribing eli-
gibility conditions, an application is not
strictiy necessary. .
This is in contrast to two SC decisions
from 2013, in Sangeet and Anr. v State of
Haryena and Mohinder Singh v State of
Punjab. In both cases, the court had held
that the power of remission under Section
432 of the CrPC "cannot be suo motu®, It had
explained in Sangeet that Section 432 is
“only an enabling provision® — meaning
that it only enables the government to
“overnide” a judicial decision by remitting
a sentence, which can be set into motion
“only through an application for remission
by the comact or on his behalf™.
However, the court on Tuesday noted that
prison manuals in several states reguire the
prison superintendent to initiate proceed-
ings for the grant of remission. Further, it
stated that the court in Sangeet and Mohinder
Singh “did not consider a scenario where a
policy was framed by the appropriate
Covernment for grant of premature release

ar grant of remission”.

One of the reasons the court in Sangeet
had laid down the requirerent for an appli-
cation was that it eliminates the **discre-
tonary’ or en masse release of convicts on
‘festive’ occasions”. But when there is a re-
mission policy in place that provides specific
eligihality critena, profdems wall anse if states
dio not exercise discretion, the Bench held on
Tuesday, saying that states have an obliga-
tion “to consider cases of every eligible con-
vict”. Failing to do so, the court said, would
be “discriminatory and arbitrary”, and thus
violative of the nght toequality under Article
14 of the Constitution.

What other directions did the court
issue?

The SC directed every state to create an
“exhaustive™ policy for remission within
two months, if one is not already in place.
It also issued guidelines to bulld uwpon the
its decision in Mafabhai Motibhai Sagar v
State of Gujares (2024). In this case, the SC

had held that eligibility conditions must be
“reasonable”.

The apex court held that conditions must

B account for various factors including
the motive of the crime, criminal background
and public safety;

B aim to ensure the criminal is rehabali-
tated and “the criminal tendencies,if any, of
the conwict remains incheck”;

B cannot beso “oppressive and stringent™
that the cormict cannot take advantage of the
remission; and

B be capable of being performexd.

In Majfebfm, the court had also clarified
that remission cannot be cancelled in every
case where conditions are breached. A mi-
nor or a trifling bre ach cannot be a ground to
canced remissson”, the court had held.

Relying on this judement, the Bench of
Justices Oka and Bhuyan held that a notice
muust be sent to the convict containing rea-
sons for cancellation of remissson, and the
convict st be allowed to file areply before
the state makes its final decision.



KEY POINTS

1.The Supreme Court ruled that
governments must consider
premature release for eligible
convicts without waiting for an
application.

States must review remission
cases automatically and create a
policy within two months.
Remission conditions must be
reasonable, and it cannot be
revoked without a hearing.
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Prime Minister Internship scheme (PMIS) once again open for applications with the
launch of Round 2 of Pilot Phase

Posted On: 20 FEB 2025 1:44FPM by PIE Delhi



KEY POINTS

e The Prime Minister Internship
Scheme (PMIS) Round 2 offers 1
lakh+ internships across 730+
districts in India, targeting youth
aged 21-24 not enrolled in full-
time education or employment.
Over 300 top companies in
various sectors provide paid
internships with 5,000 monthly
support and ¥6,000 one-time
assistance. Eligible applicants
can apply for up to 3 internships.
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1.Union Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat inaugurated the
second SWARBICA meeting in
India, emphasizing archive
digitalization and encouraging
participating countries, including
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
Bhutan, to share heritage insights.
The two-day meeting focuses on
enhancing regional cooperation
through archives.




