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KEY POINTS

e India and Qatar signed an
agreement on February 18, 2025, to

elevate their relationship to a
strategic partnership. The
partnership aims to strengthen
cooperation in trade, investment,
energy, security, and international
forums.

Discussions covered issues like
the Israel-Palestinian conflict, with
both sides presenting their
positions.
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e Two murder cases led to
contrasting verdicts, highlighting
the application of India's "rarest of
rare” doctrine for the death penalty.
The doctrine’s origins go back to
1980, when the Supreme Court in
Bachan Singh set the framework for
the death penalty's application. The
Court identified five criteria for
‘rarest of rare,” including brutality,
motive, social abhorrence,
magnitude, and victim vulnerability.




In 1983, the Court struck down the mandatory death
penalty in Mithu v. State of Punjab. Recent debates,
including a 2022 referral to a Constitution Bench, aim
to clarify the application of mitigating

circumstances.
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The Supreme Court ruled that
governments must proactively

consider the premature release of
convicts once they become
eligible, without waiting for an
application from the convict or
their family.
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KEY POINTS

The urban unemployment rate for
individuals aged 15 and above in

October-December 2024 was
6.4%, slightly down from 6.5% in
2023. Men had a rate of 5.8%, and
womehn 8.1%. Himachal Pradesh
had the highest unemployment
rate at 10.4%, while Gujarat had the
lowest at 3%. The Labour Force
Participation Rate (LFPR) was
39.6%, with women at 20%.
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e |India is finalizing its first Biannual
Transparency Report (BTR) as part

of its Paris Agreement
commitment. The BTR will detail
India’s greenhouse gas emissions,
energy efficiency, and renewable
energy transition, and will be
reviewed by independent UNFCCC
experts. India's global emissions
share remains 4-5%, with per-
capita emissions much lower than
the global average.
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Thermal structure of solar coronal holes and their magnetic fields unveiled
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KEY POINTS

e A study by the Indian Institute
of Astrophysics has accurately

measured the thermal and
magnetic properties of solar
coronal holes. These holes,
which emit fast solar wind,
affect space weather, satellite
operations, and the Indian
monsoon.
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1.Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chauhan launched the
National Geospatial Knowledge-
based Land Survey-Naksha pilot
program in Madhya Pradesh, aimed
at providing secure access to land
records and reducing disputes.




