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KEY POINTS

e 73rd Amendment (1992):
Established panchayati raj,
promoting local governance,
democracy, and inclusion.

e Current Issues: Decline in public
participation, overdependence on
central schemes, and politicizatio
threaten panchayats’
effectiveness.




e Challenges: Plateaued administrative
decentralization.Reduced fiscal autonomy
due to central control. Cash transfer
reliance, bypassing panchayats.Shift

towards urban-focused policies due to
rapid urbanization.
 Revival Suggestions:
o Enhance citizen engagement and local
decision-making.
o Reclaim panchayats' role in water
conservation, renewable energy, and
disaster management
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KEY POINTS

e Tech companies are revising or rolling
back Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) initiatives, with some, like Amazon
and Meta, cutting back or halting such
programs. Critics argue DEI can
discriminate against majority groups,
while supporters believe it's vital for
fairness.

Companies like Apple, Microsoft, and
McKinsey continue backing DEI. DEI
policies offer benefits such as inclusive
workspaces but may also face
challenges like bias or failing to address
all forms of discrimination.




GS Paper 2-Governance



KEY POINTS

The Constitutional (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, introduced by P. Wilson,

proposes reservation in judicial
appointments for SCs, STs, OBCs,
women, and minorities. It aims to
ensure transparency, set timelines,
and involve state governments in
the process, along with creating a
Memorandum of Procedure for
selecting judges.




GS Paper 2-IR



KEY POINTS

The Cook Islands, located in the
South Pacific Ocean between
American Samoa and French
Polynesia, comprises 15 islands
spread over 2.2 million square
kilometers. The capital is Avarua,
on Rarotonga island. The country
has a "free association” with New
Zealand, which provides support in
budget, foreign affairs, and
defense.
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What are India’s sovereign
ereen bonds, and why is

demand for such bonds weak?

AGGAMWALIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRLUMRY 16

LIKE SEVERAL emerging markets,
India also turned to sovereign
green bonds bohelp fund its tran-
sition to a low-carbaon econormy,
but investor demand remains
weak. While green bonds help
sovernments raise capital for
clean energy and infrastructure,
Inclia’sissues have strugeled tose-
cure a meaningful "greenium’—
lwwer bormowing costs typically
associabed with such bonds.

Asa result, planned allocations
for key schemes, including anid-
scale solar, have been slashed.
With muted investor interest,
Indiais rehying on general revenue
to  bridge funding gaps
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DEBT INSTRUMENTS

GREEN BONDS are debt ISSUERS TYPICALLY

instruments issued by offer green bonds at

EOVETTITIENTS, lower yields than

corporations, and comventional bonds,

multilateral hankstoraise  assuring investors that

funds for projects that the proceeds will be used

reduce emissions or exclusively for green

enhance climate resilience  investments
those that encourageenergyeffi- raise adequate proceeds from
cency in resoance utilsation, re-  SGrBs impacts funding for
duce carbon emissions, promote  schemes eligible under it and in-
climate resilience, and improve  creases pressure on general rev-
nabural ecosysterms. enue to meet the shortfall.

Since M022-23 India has is- Inisially, the estimated fund-
sued SGrBseight timesand raised ing requarement from SGrl pro-
almost Rs 53000 crore. Eachyear,  ceeds for 2024-25 stood at Rs
the sovernment uses roughly 50 32061 crore. However, after un-



KEY POINTS

e India’s sovereign green bonds
(SGrBs) aim to fund low-carbon
projects, but investor demand
remains weak, limiting the

effectiveness of these bonds.
Despite issuing Rs 53,000 crore
through SGrBs since 2022, India
struggles to secure a greenium
(lower borrowing cost). This has
led to cuts in key projects like
grid-scale solar. Liquidity issues
and low foreign investor
participation are challenges.
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PRIME MINISTER DHAN-DHAANYA
KRISHI YOJANA: SCHEME S NEED, AIMS

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
MEW DELHIL FEGRUARY 16

FIMAMNCE MIMISTER Mirmala Sitharaman
while presenting the Union Budget on
February 1 announced the launch of the
Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaamya Krishi
Yojana [ PMDEY.

Here's all you need to know.

On the lines of ADP

"Motivated by the success of the
Aspirational Districts Programme [ADP),
our government will undertake PMDEY
in parmership with States,” Sitharaman
had said while announcing the pro-
ETaITme.

ADPwas launched by Prime Mindster
Marendra Modi in January 2018. The pro-
eramme aimed toguickly and effecinvely
transform 112 of the most under-devel-
oped districts across India, based on 3 Cs

One of the parameters PMDKY will
consider 1s crop intensity. Fie

At the all-india leved, the cropping in-
bensitywas recorded at 155% in 2021-22,
although the figure greatly varied from
state tostate. Cropping intensity was only
1% i 1950-51

Sources also said that the ministry has
requested the Department of Financial
Services and NABARD to share the data



KEY POINTS

e The Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana (PMDKY), announced
in the 2025 Union Budget, aims to
transform 100 underdeveloped

districts by improving agricultural
productivity, promoting sustainable
practices, enhancing post-harvest
storage, expanding irrigation, and
ensuring credit access for farmers.
The scheme, inspired by the
Aspirational Districts Programme
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Ministry of Defence
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INDIAN NAVY PLATFORMS ARRIVE IN INDONESIA TO PARTICIPATE IN THE
INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 25, AND THE MULTILATERAL NAVAL
EXERCISE KOMODO

Posted On: 16 FEB 2025 6:25PM by PIB Delhi



KEY POINTS

1.The Multilateral Naval Exercise
Komodo (MNEK), held biennially

since 2014 by the Indonesian Navy,
focuses on enhancing cooperation
and interoperability among Asia-
Pacific navies in humanitarian
operations, disaster management,
and maritime security. The 2025
exercise, taking place from
February 14-22 at Benoa Harbor,
will involve 58 countries,




