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73rd Amendment (1992):
Established panchayati raj,
promoting local governance,
democracy, and inclusion.
Current Issues: Decline in public
participation, overdependence on
central schemes, and politicization
threaten panchayats'
effectiveness.

KEY POINTS 



Challenges: Plateaued administrative
decentralization.Reduced fiscal autonomy
due to central control. Cash transfer
reliance, bypassing panchayats.Shift
towards urban-focused policies due to
rapid urbanization.
Revival Suggestions:

Enhance citizen engagement and local
decision-making.
Reclaim panchayats' role in water
conservation, renewable energy, and
disaster management
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Tech companies are revising or rolling
back Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
(DEI) initiatives, with some, like Amazon
and Meta, cutting back or halting such
programs. Critics argue DEI can
discriminate against majority groups,
while supporters believe it’s vital for
fairness. 
Companies like Apple, Microsoft, and
McKinsey continue backing DEI. DEI
policies offer benefits such as inclusive
workspaces but may also face
challenges like bias or failing to address
all forms of discrimination. 

KEY POINTS 
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The Constitutional (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, introduced by P. Wilson,
proposes reservation in judicial
appointments for SCs, STs, OBCs,
women, and minorities. It aims to
ensure transparency, set timelines,
and involve state governments in
the process, along with creating a
Memorandum of Procedure for
selecting judges.
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The Cook Islands, located in the
South Pacific Ocean between
American Samoa and French
Polynesia, comprises 15 islands
spread over 2.2 million square
kilometers. The capital is Avarua,
on Rarotonga island. The country
has a "free association" with New
Zealand, which provides support in
budget, foreign affairs, and
defense.
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India's sovereign green bonds
(SGrBs) aim to fund low-carbon
projects, but investor demand
remains weak, limiting the
effectiveness of these bonds.
Despite issuing Rs 53,000 crore
through SGrBs since 2022, India
struggles to secure a greenium
(lower borrowing cost). This has
led to cuts in key projects like
grid-scale solar. Liquidity issues
and low foreign investor
participation are challenges.  
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The Prime Minister Dhan-Dhaanya
Krishi Yojana (PMDKY), announced
in the 2025 Union Budget, aims to
transform 100 underdeveloped
districts by improving agricultural
productivity, promoting sustainable
practices, enhancing post-harvest
storage, expanding irrigation, and
ensuring credit access for farmers.
The scheme, inspired by the
Aspirational Districts Programme
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1.The Multilateral Naval Exercise
Komodo (MNEK), held biennially
since 2014 by the Indonesian Navy,
focuses on enhancing cooperation
and interoperability among Asia-
Pacific navies in humanitarian
operations, disaster management,
and maritime security. The 2025
exercise, taking place from
February 14-22 at Benoa Harbor,
will involve 58 countries, 
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