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President Droupadi Murmu imposed
President’s Rule in Manipur due to ongoing
ethnic violence, based on a report from
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

The proclamation was made under Article

356 of the Constitution.

Article 356(3) requires the proclamation
to be presented to Parliament and will end
after two months unless approved by
both Houses. President’s Rule can last up
to six months at a time, with a maximum
duration of three years.
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e Sagar Island, located in the Bay
of Bengal, consists of 43
villages and is known for its
religious significance,
particularly during the Makar
Sankranti festival.

The Kapil Muni Temple attracts
millions of pilgrims annually for
the Gangasagar Mela, a major
religious event. The island faces
severe climate change impacts.
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1.The Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) is Africa's second-

largest country, with over 80
million people.

e |ts capital, Kinshasa, is one of
Africa’s largest cities. Nine
nations border the DRC: Angola,
Burundi, Central African
Republic, Republic of the
Congo, Rwanda, Sudan,
Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia.
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e FMR was brought in place in
1968 due to ethnic and familial
relations between people on

either side of the largely
unfenced north-eastern
border. Initially the territorial
l[imit of free movement was 40
km, which was reduced to 16
km in 2004 and in 2016
additional regulations were
enforced. It has now reduced to
10 km
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Ministry of Education

VA
‘&‘zédi Ka
AMrit MathSEU

Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0 to be inaugurated on 15th February

The first team of delegates flagged off at Chennai
Theme of KTS 3.0 will be Sage Agasthyar

1st time the participants of KTS 3.0 to experience Mahakumbh and visit Ram Mandir at Ayodhya

Posted On: 13 FEB 2025 7:24FPM by PIB Delhi
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Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0, focusing on
Maharishi Agasthyar, Mahakumbh, and
Ayodhya Dham, aims to strengthen
cultural ties between Tamil Nadu and

Kashi.

Organized by the Ministry of Education
with various ministries and UP
Government, it provides a platform for
cultural exchange. Aligning with NEP
2020, it integrates traditional and

modern knowledge. Implemented by IIT
Madras and BHU.
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e US President Donald Trump
highlighted the strong bond
between the US and India, with
agreements on energy, nuclear
technology, and defense,
including F-35 fighters.

Both nations will work together
on the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor and
counterterrorism
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 Minister S.P. Singh Baghel launched
the "Devolution Index Report 2024,
evaluating Panchayats on six key
dimensions: Framework, Functions,
Finances, Functionaries, Capacity
Building, and Accountability. The
report assesses decentralization
progress and Panchayat autonomy
across India.
It aims to strengthen cooperative
federalism and local governance,
helping States improve and adopt
best practices
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Defence to energy, deepening of India-France ties amid geopolitical shifts

EXPERT
EXPLAI

(GULSHAN SACHDEVA

Prime Minister Marendrm Modi visited France
[from February 10 to 12 @t the mvitation of
French President Emmenue] Mooon. lbwasa
very siznficant visit — this is wihy.

Trump factor, global shifts

The Phs visit had tweo key dimensions:
the Al Action Summit which he co-chaired
wiith President Macron, and consolidating
India-France ties, which were elevated to the
sirategic partmership level in 1998, The two
coundries also reviewwed the Horizon 2040
Roadmap agreed nwo years ago.

Hiowwever, the next leg of the PM's trip,to
the United States, also influenced the visit.
While France and other European nations
have spent months preparing to navigate
the “Trump factor”, the shocks already ap-

pear far greater than anticipated. US
President Donald Trump's phone call with
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin has rat-
tled European capitals that have strongly
opposed the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Trump's action spotlights the inherent risks
of Europe’s strategic dependence onthe LS.

MNational identity and strategic inde-
pendence are at the heart of French foreign
policy. The Russian aggression against
Ukraine, however, pushed such ideas to the
background Finland and Sweden joined the
Morth Atlantic Treaty Organisation | MATO)
fodlovwing the invasion of Ukraine. But with
Trumg in the White House, ELI nations may
be forced to reassess their strabegic auton-
ormy and defence preparedness.

French views have traditionally con-
verged with the Indian preference fior a mul-
tipodarworld, making India a reliable partner
for France. Additionally, the two countries
share a strong commitment to addressing
climate change. With Trump having an-
nounced the withdrawal of the LIS from the
Paris Agreement, France could look to India
for even dioser collaboration in this area.

Defence and connectivity

Uinlike commercial exchanges, defence
ties between countries carmy a political di-
mension, and reflect an understanding of
their respective geopolitical landscapes.
Creer the years, alongside Russia, France has
been a key and reliable source of defence
equipment for India. Such supplies also pro-

fior Indian defence exports in 2023-24. Last
year, India and France also agreed on a

Defence Industrial Roadmap to deepen co-
operation. The Scorpene submarine proj-
ect, additional purchases of Rafale jets and
helicopters, as well as efforts toward in-
digenous production are ongoing under

vide the exporting countrywith adegreeof  this framework.
palitical leverage and directly The indigenisation process
impact the importing na- is crucial for India’s defence
tion's defence preparedness. modernisation and diversifi-
For Mew Dielhi, trust also GLOBAL cation of supplies. India has
stems from the fact that affered France the Defence
France was among the few Westemnations  Research and Development Organisation’s
that refrained from imposing sanctionson Pinaka maudti-barre] rocket launcher dur-
India following the Pokhran-ll nucleartests  ing this visit.

of 1998, Since then, the two countries have
collaborated dosely at nearly all multilat-
eral forums, including the UN Security
Council. There has also been convergence
in security and economic interests in the
Indo-Paafic.

According to  the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute,
France was among the top three global
arms exporters between 2019 and 2023,
Following the Ukraine war, France also fig-
ured in the list of the top three destinations

According to the joint statement, the
two leaders agreed to work together more
closely on implermenting the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor that was
first discussed on the sidelines of the G20
Sumnmit in New Delhi in 2023, 1t has been
planned toinclude an Eastern Cormidor oon-
necting India to the Gulf region, and a
Morthemn Corridor connecting the Gulf re-
giom to Europe. It will comprise a rallway, a
ship-rail transit network, and supplement-
ing road transport routes.

The IMEC aims to provide India withan
alternative route to Europe. Despite the
challenging security situation in the Middle
East, several European nations are eager to
position themselves as key connectors.
During the visit, France proposed Marseille,
located on the Mediterranean Sea, as a
strategic hub for the project. Though mul-
timodal transport corridors face greater lo-
gistical challenges than direct shipping
routes, prevailing geopolitical uncertain-
ties mean that India and most European
nations will likeby continue Evouring mul-
tiple connectavity options, making IMEC an
attractive option.

Nuclear energy, roadblocks

France is a pioneer in cvil nuclear en-
ergy, with around 70% of its eleciricty being
derived from nuclear power.

Both leaders stressed that nuclear en-
ETEY is an “essential part of the energy mix™
to enhance energy security and transition
towvards a bow-carbon economy. France has
offered to build muclear power reactors in
Jaitapur, Maharashtra. Howewer, these proj-
ects have faced challenges such as highcosts
and unresolved technical and legal ssues.

Under India’s Civil Liability for Muclear
Damages Act, 2010, a mechanism was laid
down for compensating victimes for dam-
age caused by a potential nuclear acodent,
and ascertaining liahility. Foreign players
have cted thisas a roadblodk to their entny.

With the Indian government now plan-
ning amendments toboth the 2000 At and
the Atomic Energy Act, 1962, the interest
amoing French nuclear power companies
could be renewed.

However, the focus is now shifting to
Small Modular Reactor (SMR) and
Advanced Modular Reactor (AME) tech-
nologies. These smaller reactors have Im-
portant advantages, requiring lesser phys-
ical space and lower capital investment. In
the Union Budget presented on February 1,
a Muclear Energy Mission worth Rs 20,000
crore was announced for the research and
development of SMRs. India and France
have signed a letter of intent over coopera-
tion on AMRs and SMRs during the visit.

Prof Guishan Sachdeva is (hief
Coordinator, DAKSHIN - Glohal Sowth
Centre of Excellence, RIS at New Delhi and

Professor of European Studies at WU
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e Prime Minister Modi visited France
from 10-12 February 2025, co-
chairing the Al Action Summit and
discussing stronger India-France

ties in Al, defence, space, and
sustainability. Key highlights
included launching the India-
France Year of Innovation,
enhancing defence collaboration,
and advancing the India-Middle
East-Europe Corridor




