GS Paper 2-IR



KEY POINTS

* India and France agreed to continue
working closely on the India-Middle
East-Europe Corridor (IMEC) project,
which aims to connect India to
Europe via sea and land routes.

* India and France agreed to jointly
develop small modular reactors
(SMRs) and advanced modular
reactors (AMRs) for nuclear energy
production.




GS Paper 2-Governance



KEY POINTS

e The Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Commissioners
(ECs) appointment process changed
with the 2023 law, allowing the
Selection Committee to consider
candidates from outside the Election
Commission.

The law excludes the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) from the Selection
Committee, despite a March 2023
Supreme Court ruling that included
the CJl. The Supreme Court will hear
petitions challenging the law,
particularly the exclusion of the CJ|,
in February 2025.
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KEY POINTS

e The Union Budget 2025-26
emphasizes inclusive
development and women'’s
economic empowerment. It
increases the gender budget to
8.8%, focusing on boosting
female labor force
participation, supporting
women in entrepreneurship,
and formalizing gig workers.




Key initiatives include investments in skill
development, Al, and financial support for women-
owned businesses, with a target of achieving 70%
women in economic activities by 2047.
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KEY POINTS

e The Supreme Court is hearing a
petition seeking a lifetime ban on
convicted persons from contesting
elections. Currently, Section 8 of the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, disqualifies individuals
convicted of serious crimes for six
years after release.

Past decisions have focused on
decriminalizing politics, such as
mandating the disclosure of criminal
records and striking down laws
allowing convicted lawmakers to
continue in office.
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KEY POINTS

e The Euclid telescope
discovered an Einstein ring

around NGC 6505, 590 million
light-years away. Einstein rings
are formed by gravitational
lensing, where a massive galaxy
bends light from a distant one.

e These rare phenomena help
study dark matter, distant
galaxies, and the universe’'s
expansion.




GS Paper 2-IR



KEY POINTS

The South China Sea is a crucial
trade route rich in natural
resources, including oil, gas, and
fisheries.

It is a contested region, with China
claiming almost the entire sea,
while several ASEAN countries,
including the Philippines, Vietnam,
and Malaysia, dispute these
claims.




e India has shifted from neutrality to actively
supporting claimant states like the Philippines

and Vietham, increasing diplomatic and military
engagement.

e India also seeks to secure energy resources and
enhance ties through its Look East Policy,
participating in oil and gas exploration in
Vietnam’'s Exclusive Economic Zones.




