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Economy’s ftundamentals robust
amid ‘strong downsides’: Survey

| ‘Urban demand trends mixed; green I Survey prescribes deregulation I It says estimated growth will not

shoots seen in capital formation’

Vikas Dthoot
{EW DELHI

ndia’s economy is ex-
l pected to grow in the

range of 6.3% and
3.8% in 2025-26 from an es-
imated 6.4% this year, ac-
ording to the Economic
survey for 2024-25, tabled
n Parliament on Friday. [t
joted that the fundamen
als of the domestic econo-
iy remain robust, with
I]!‘i'llfll'kf\'SII"I\.'i'.‘JIIII.‘IIf\(I'II|-
uit, and disinflation in the
'lllll]:lg _'|'L‘HI', [li'[llll‘l'l‘L] ].‘:I'
‘equally strong, promi-
1ently extraneous,
Towrmsides”.

While conceding that
irban demand remains
ancertain, with “mixed
rends” even in the third
quarter of this year, and

and ways to bridge trust deficit

Slow but still steadly

The Economic sureey | India unparturbad
eapects ural demand | pespite global uncertainy,
the EConOmIc Survey edpacts

will stay strong it
sdysinvestment

bie temporary”

ndia’s growth to remain
showdown is “likelyto | close to lts decadal average
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ale  sector  investment
growth o far this vear to
the “domestic political ti-
metable, global uncertain-
ties and overcapacities”,
However, it asserted that
the slowdown in invest-

in capital formation.
Noting that its growth
estimates are in line with
the International Monetary
Fund's projection of about
6.5% prowth between
202526 and 2029-30, the

Private consumption to peak
Private consurmption a5 & % of GOP is estimated
o ingreasi t 61,8% in FY25 (hull yoar), the
highest since FY03. Graph shows data anly for
first half of each year
Fy12 [ 55 .
I 55 5
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veloped country by 2047,
The goal of a ‘Viksit Bha
rat* in the 100th vear of In-
dependence, the Survey's
authors emphasised, wil
require about 8% growth
fior at least a decade - with

suffice for Viksit Bharat aspiration

Indigenisation an
‘urgent task’ for
India’s EV sector

NEW DELHI

India will need to focus on
indigenisation of raw materials
and technology s an “urgent
fask” and be cautious over
impaorts to achieve transition &
electric mobility, even as the
global automebile industry
looks to reduce its dependende
o Ching, the Economic Surve
sail. 3 PAGE 10

and laid out a policy ac
tion agenda to exceed th
current growth trajectory.

CONTINUED ON
»PAGE 8
EDITORIAL

-

NEXT
1 AS]

* Economic Survey 2024-25 outlines India’s economic
performance:

Real GDP: Projected at 6.4% growth for FY25, with
FY26 expected between 6.3% and 6.8%.

FDI Inflows: Declined in FY25 due to increased
repatriation and disinvestment.

Inflation: Food inflation rose to 8.4% in FY25 (April-
Dec), with retail inflation averaging 5.4%.
Manufacturing: Slowly recovering but still below
pre-pandemic levels.

Foreign Exchange Reserves: $640.3 billion, covering
90% of external debt.

Employment: Unemployment dropped from 6% in
2017-18 t0 3.2% in 2023-24.

Trade: Exports and imports fell in FY24, but showed
growth in FY25.

UPI Payments: Continued exponential growth,
surpassing X1.9 lakh billion in FY25 (April-Dec)
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Study finds microplastics i city’s groundwater

Nikhil M. Babu
NEW DELHI

A firstofitskind study

commissioned by the Delhi

government has detected |

microplastics in groundwa-

ter samples across the Cap- 1%
ital, multiple sources have |

confirmed to The Hindu.

An nterim report of the
study was submitted last
November to the Delhi go-
vernment, which has not
yet made it public.

Actoss Delhi, people re-
Iy on borewells to extract
groundwater and use it for
drinking and other purpos-
¢s. The Delhi government
also extracts groundwater,
treats it and supplies it to
meet part of the citys
drinking water needs.

Though the main aim of

The study commissioned by the el gowt also found microplastics
inthe Yamuna's water and soilsamplesfrom it banks. FLE PHOTO

microplastics in groundwa-
ter, their presence was also
found in the Yamuna's wa-
ter and sol samples from
its banks. This suggests
that the groundwater has
been polluted with micro-
plastics due to leaching ef
fectfrom the rver,
“Microplastics ~ were
found in groundwater sam-

0f Delhi. The government
has not objected to the
findings of the study and
itsnext phase s under way.
The final report wil be
stbmitted later this year,"a
source privy to the deve:
lopment told The Hind.
Microplastics are small
particles or fragments of
plastc less than 5 mm in

United Nations Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP).
A 2021 UNEP report,
‘From Pollution to Solu-
tion', had warned that
chemicals in microplastics
‘e associated with se-
rious health impacts, espe-
cially in women’, such as
changes to human genet
ies, brain- development,
and respiration rates.
Satish Sinha, associate
director of Toxics Link, a
Delhi-based environmen-
tal research and advocacy
onganisation, said astudy it
conducted in 2017 found
microplastics in Delhi's tap
water, “The current water
treatment systems cannot
filter out microplastics and
they have serious effects
on health. Microplastics
can also absorb other

more toxic. Now, there is
o standard or safe imit
for microplastics, he said.

M Sinha said i there s
4 report on microplastics
being found in groundwa-
ter, then the Delhi govern-
ment should release it in
the public domain asit will
help other research groups
in finding a solution.

Microplastcs have been
found in various human or-
gans, and even in the pla-
centa of newbons, accord:
ingto the UNEP.

The Delhi government
had awarded the study to
The Energy and Resources
[nstitute (TERI) in Febru-
ary 2024, The results are
related to samples collect:
¢d pre-monsoon last year,
Now, post-monsoon data
will be analysed, as per the

NEXT
1 AS]

A first-of-its-kind study commissioned by the Delhi
government has detected microplastics in groundwater
across the city. The interim report, submitted in
November 2024, remains unpublished. Microplastics
were found in groundwater samples from almost all 11
districts, as well as in the Yamuna River's water and soil,
suggesting contamination from the river. The study,
which aims to assess microplastic pollution, is being
conducted by TERI and will include post-monsoon data
analysis.

Microplastics, small plastic particles under 5 mm, are
linked to serious health risks, including genetic and
developmental issues. Current water treatment systems
cannot filter out microplastics
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Tndia’s tiger popu
recovery boosted

Hemanth .S,
BENGALURU

Anewstudy found that the
tiger population in India
had increased by 30% over
the past two decades.

The study, published in
Science, was led by senior
scientist  Yadvendradev
Jhala and colleagues,

Itexplored the socio-ec: L4

olosical factors that had

Roaring suceess

India's achievements n tiger conservation s a global
benchmark for wildlife recovery amid challenges
ASRA  FACTORS SUPPORTING RECOVERY INCLUDE:

JSa *Protected areas devoid of humans
Y7 sustain 85%of breeding tiger populations

# Corridors help tigers disperse and

expand into multi-use forests

% 1 Strong legislative frameworks that protect
A thebigcats

| ple, proving coexistence

possible,” said Mr. Jhala

The study stated that In-
dia’s tiger recovery has
strengthened due to a
strong legislative frame-
work, including the Wil
dlife Protection Act, Forest
Conservation Act, and the
National Tiger Conserva-
tion Authority.

(ther factors

ation rose 30% over two decades
y strong legislative framework’

fected parts of Chhattis-
garh, and Jharkhand -
have experienced tiger de
cline," it added.

“While India’s tiger re-
covery is an extraordinary
achievement, challenges
remain, Large tracts of po-
tentialtiger habitat - span-
ning 157,000 sq km - are
still devoid of tigers due to
socio-political - ingtability
and hahitat degradation "

A study published in Science shows India's tiger
population has increased by 30% over the past two
decades, driven by a balance of scientific strategies, land-
sharing, and land-sparing.

Despite high human density and economic challenges,
India has successfully conserved wildlife, with strong
legislative support. India now hosts 70% of the world's
wild tigers, although challenges remain in certain regions
due to socio-political instability and habitat degradation.
The tiger (Panthera tigris) is an endangered species, the
largest wild cat, and the national animal of India.

Project Tiger, launched in 1973 by India, aims to conserve
tigers and is managed by the National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA).
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Centre clears way for
faster sanctioning
of homes for tribes

Abhinay Lakshrmman
NEW DELHI

The Minidstry of Tribal AF
fairs has cleared the way
for speaedier sanctiondng: of
homees for Marticularly Sl
neralle Trilal Groaps
(P TIGs) across Incdia an-
der irs Ph-JAMMNMAN pack
age, after it was Hagged
that maintaining data sanc-
tity through the PR-Gat-
iShakti portal was taking
tovoy rmach tirmee, resultinge in
line ministries ot being
able to sancrtion the pro-
jects in timme.

The PM-JAMMAMN pack-
age, launched in Nowvermn-
ber 2023, intends (s ]
achiewve 100% saturation of
basic schemes like hous-
ing., piped water, roads,
ebc. across habications of
TG populations. Under

Tha MMinistry this rmoanth
isswed a cormmurnicatior to
the Fural Developoment MWi-
nistry and State and T goe
wernments, noting that an
isse had been flageEed
wiith the sramdard rmetbaod
for samvcitioning the honves,
wihich was cousing delans,
SaWLITees said.

Limnder this vt hueed,
each district is required tos
upload exact details of thie
place. the wvillage, the wil-
lage code, and number of
beneficiaries that reguire
PhRI-ATWAS homme on ithe
PhI-CGatishalori portal,
which is monitored by thie
respective line ministries
and supervised by the Tri-
bal Affairs Ministry.

This method has en-
sured data perfection for
the gowvermnment and has al-
hoaseed thee Tribal Affaics Wi-

NEXT
1 AS]

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has expedited the process
for sanctioning homes for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) under the PM-JANMAN package,
addressing delays caused by data entry on the PM-
GatiShakti portal.

The package aims to provide 4.90 lakh PM-AWAS homes
to PVTGs by ensuring 100% coverage of basic amenities.
The Ministry has instructed relevant authorities to
streamline the approval process while maintaining data
accuracy.
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* The Centre has added four new Ramsar sites in India,
bringing the total to 89. The new sites are in Tamil Nadu
(Sakkarakottai and Therthangal Bird Sanctuaries), Sikkim
(Khecheopalri Wetland), and Jharkhand (Udhwa Lake).

* India remains the top country in Asia with the most
Ramsar sites and ranks third globally. Tamil Nadu leads
with 20 Ramsar sites, while Sikkim and Jharkhand have
added their first.

Air-GS3(Environment)

India Adds 4 New Ramsar Sites, Taking Total To 89
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Air-GS1(Culture) * The Maghi Ganesh festival begins today in Maharashtra,

celebrating Lord Ganesh's birth, with special aartis at
temples, including Siddhivinayak in Mumbai. The
Bombay High Court upheld a ban on Plaster of Paris
(POP) idols, citing environmental concerns, and directed
Maharashtra authorities to enforce the Central Pollution
Control Board's guidelines against their use.

Maghi Ganesh Festival Begins In Maharashtra, Court
Upholds Ban On POP Idols
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Air-GS2(Health) * Niger has become the first African country to eliminate

onchocerciasis, also known as river blindness.

* The World Health Organization (WHO) recognized Niger
for halting the transmission of the Onchocerca volvulus
parasite, making it the fifth country globally to achieve
this, after Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Mexico.
Onchocerciasis, a major cause of blindness, primarily
affects rural areas in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of
Latin America.

Niger Becomes 1st African Country To Eliminate
Onchocerciasis
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