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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)Page 1 • Economic Survey 2024-25 outlines India’s economic 
performance:
• Real GDP: Projected at 6.4% growth for FY25, with 

FY26 expected between 6.3% and 6.8%.
• FDI Inflows: Declined in FY25 due to increased 

repatriation and disinvestment.
• Inflation: Food inflation rose to 8.4% in FY25 (April-

Dec), with retail inflation averaging 5.4%.
• Manufacturing: Slowly recovering but still below 

pre-pandemic levels.
• Foreign Exchange Reserves: $640.3 billion, covering 

90% of external debt.
• Employment: Unemployment dropped from 6% in 

2017-18 to 3.2% in 2023-24.
• Trade: Exports and imports fell in FY24, but showed 

growth in FY25.
• UPI Payments: Continued exponential growth, 

surpassing ₹1.9 lakh billion in FY25 (April-Dec)
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page1 • A first-of-its-kind study commissioned by the Delhi 
government has detected microplastics in groundwater 
across the city. The interim report, submitted in 
November 2024, remains unpublished. Microplastics
were found in groundwater samples from almost all 11 
districts, as well as in the Yamuna River's water and soil, 
suggesting contamination from the river. The study, 
which aims to assess microplastic pollution, is being 
conducted by TERI and will include post-monsoon data 
analysis.

• Microplastics, small plastic particles under 5 mm, are 
linked to serious health risks, including genetic and 
developmental issues. Current water treatment systems 
cannot filter out microplastics
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page4 
• A study published in Science shows India's tiger 

population has increased by 30% over the past two 
decades, driven by a balance of scientific strategies, land-
sharing, and land-sparing. 

• Despite high human density and economic challenges, 
India has successfully conserved wildlife, with strong 
legislative support. India now hosts 70% of the world's 
wild tigers, although challenges remain in certain regions 
due to socio-political instability and habitat degradation.

• The tiger (Panthera tigris) is an endangered species, the 
largest wild cat, and the national animal of India. 

• Project Tiger, launched in 1973 by India, aims to conserve 
tigers and is managed by the National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA).
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance) • The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has expedited the process 
for sanctioning homes for Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTGs) under the PM-JANMAN package, 
addressing delays caused by data entry on the PM-
GatiShakti portal. 

• The package aims to provide 4.90 lakh PM-AWAS homes 
to PVTGs by ensuring 100% coverage of basic amenities. 
The Ministry has instructed relevant authorities to 
streamline the approval process while maintaining data 
accuracy.
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Air-GS3(Environment) • The Centre has added four new Ramsar sites in India, 
bringing the total to 89. The new sites are in Tamil Nadu 
(Sakkarakottai and Therthangal Bird Sanctuaries), Sikkim 
(Khecheopalri Wetland), and Jharkhand (Udhwa Lake).

• India remains the top country in Asia with the most 
Ramsar sites and ranks third globally. Tamil Nadu leads 
with 20 Ramsar sites, while Sikkim and Jharkhand have 
added their first.
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Air-GS1(Culture ) • The Maghi Ganesh festival begins today in Maharashtra, 
celebrating Lord Ganesh's birth, with special aartis at 
temples, including Siddhivinayak in Mumbai. The 
Bombay High Court upheld a ban on Plaster of Paris 
(POP) idols, citing environmental concerns, and directed 
Maharashtra authorities to enforce the Central Pollution 
Control Board's guidelines against their use.
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Air-GS2(Health) • Niger has become the first African country to eliminate 
onchocerciasis, also known as river blindness. 

• The World Health Organization (WHO) recognized Niger 
for halting the transmission of the Onchocerca volvulus 
parasite, making it the fifth country globally to achieve 
this, after Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, and Mexico. 
Onchocerciasis, a major cause of blindness, primarily 
affects rural areas in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of 
Latin America.
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