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INDIA: A BRIDGE BETWEEN THE GLOBAL NORTH & GLOBAL SOUTH

Context

India’s role as a bridge between the Global North and South has gained significant attention in recent years,
allowing India to amplify the voice of the Global South while fostering stronger ties with traditional partners
in the Global North.

Understanding the Global North and Global South

The Global North typically comprises advanced economies such as the United States, Canada, Europe,
Japan, and Australia, characterized by high GDP, industrialization, and technological dominance.

In contrast, the Global South includes nations from Asia, Africa, and Latin Americathat face developmental
challenges such as poverty, inadequate infrastructure, and climate vulnerability.

Despite economic disparities, interdependence has grown between these two blocs. The North relies on the
South for labor, resources, and markets, while the South benefits from investments, trade, and technology
transfer.

India’s Diplomatic Efforts in the Global North

Strengthening Strategic Partnerships: India’s relationship with countries like the United States, European
Union, and Japan focus on areas like defense cooperation, economic collaboration, and technological
exchange.

Participation in Multilateral Forums: India’s active participation in multilateral forums such as the G20,
BRICS, and the United Nations with aims to shape global policies and advocate for the interests of
developing nations.

Climate Leadership: India in a leadership role in climate action, promoting initiatives like the International
Solar Alliance (ISA) and the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI).

+ Initiatives like the Global Development Compact and Mission LiFE are steps in this direction.

Economic Diplomacy: By showcasing its success in building and deploying digital public infrastructure,
such as the Universal Payments Interface (UPI) and Aadhaar biometric identity program, India has
gained interest from both developed and developing nations.

Addressing Expatriate Concerns: India has been working to address the concerns of its large expatriate
population in the Global North.

+ [tincludes providing support for employment-related issues, visa matters, and other expatriate concerns
through its diplomatic missions.

Promoting Cultural and Educational Exchanges: To strengthen people-to-people ties and enhance
mutual understanding, that include student programs, cultural festivals, and academic collaborations.

India’s Diplomatic Efforts in the Global South

South-South Cooperation: It includes bilateral agreements, trade partnerships, and development

assistance programs in regions like Africa, Latin America, and Asia.

Voice of the Global South Summits: India has convened the Voice of the Global South Summits since

2023, providing a platform for leaders and representatives of developing countries to discuss pressing

global challenges.

+ These summits focus on issues such as food and energy security, climate change, and equitable
development.

BRICS and G77: India plays a significant role in BRICS nations and the Group of 77, advocating for the

interests of developing nations in international forums.

+ These platforms allow India to push for reforms in global governance and promote inclusive decision-
making.
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e Vaccine Diplomacy: During the COVID-19 pandemic, India engaged in vaccine diplomacy, providing
vaccines to several developing countries.
+ |t helped strengthen India’s relationships with its neighbors and other nations in the Global South.

e Peacekeeping Operations: India has been a significant contributor to UN peacekeeping operations,
deploying troops and resources to conflict zones in Africa and other regions.
+ This commitment to peace and stability enhances India’s diplomatic standing in the Global South.

e Economic and Technological Assistance: India has provided economic and technological assistance to
developing countries, including infrastructure projects, capacity-building programs, and humanitarian aid.

+ These efforts aim to support sustainable development and improve the quality of life in the Global South.

Challenges in India’s Role as a Bridge
e Global Power Structures: The dominance of Western-led institutions limits India’s ability to push
transformative reforms.

e Geopolitical Rivalries: India and China are vying for influence in regions like Africa and Asia, leading to
competition in investment and development projects.

¢ India’s efforts to counter China’s dominance while maintaining its own strategic interests can be a
delicate balancing act.

e Balancing Divergent Interests: While the Global North focuses on issues like climate change, trade, and
technological advancements, the Global South prioritizes poverty alleviation, infrastructure development,
and access to basic services.

e Economic Disparities: Developing countries often face debt burdens and conditionalities imposed by
international financial institutions, which can hinder their growth.

¢ Institutional Reforms: India’s push for reforms in global governance institutions, such as the UNSC, is met
with resistance from established powers.

+ Achieving meaningful reforms that ensure more inclusive representation and decision-making is a
complex and ongoing challenge.
e Resource Constraints: India itself faces resource constraints, including financial limitations and
developmental challenges.

¢ Balancing domestic priorities with its international commitments requires careful planning and resource
allocation.

India’s Strategic Considerations and Global Positioning
e Geopolitical Balancing and Non-Alignment 2.0: Historically, India’s non-aligned stance during the Cold
War allowed it to maintain autonomy in global affairs.

+ Today, it continues this balancing act by maintaining strong ties with both the United States and Russia,
engaging in the QUAD alliance while being an active member of BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

¢ India as an independent emerging power: India’'s growing role in the Global South is often seen as a
counter to China’s rising global dominance.

+ Investment patterns in Africa indicate a race between India and China, with both nations focusing on
countries with significant Chinese presence.

+ However, India’s approach is not solely about competition; it aims to establish itself as an independent
emerging power with its own strategic trade, defense, and geopolitical interests.

Conclusion & Way Forward

e India’s role as a bridge between the Global North and South is a testament to its growing influence on the
global stage.
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e By fostering inclusive governance and development cooperation, India can effectively support the Global
South while strengthening its own strategic interests.

e This balanced approach will help India navigate the complexities of global politics and contribute to a more
equitable world.

Source: TH

Mains Practice Question

[Q] In what ways can India effectively leverage its unique position as a bridge between the Global North and
South to foster inclusive global governance and development cooperation, and what challenges might it face
in balancing the interests of both regions?
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