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Misri to visit Beijing as India,
China look to revive dialogue

Foreign Secretary will meet Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Sun \Weidong and discuss resumption of direct flights between
the two countries, visas, and the Mansarovar yatra; trade issues and concerns over hydropower project may also come up

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

oreign  Secretary
F\')kl;nn Misri - will
travel to Beijing on

Sunday, in another indica
tion that India and China
are reviving all dialogue
mechanisms after the four
year break over the mili
tary stand-off at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC),

I'he meeting follows the
October 21 agreement to
end the stalemate at the
LAC, which was ratified by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping during a
summit in Russia, followed
by meetings between the
Foreign Ministers and the
Defence Ministers of the
WO countries.

Mr. Misri, who served as
India’s Ambassador to Beij-
ing (2019-2021) and Deputy
National Security Adviser
(2028-2024), will meet Chi-

-

Vikram Misri during an event in Thailand in December 2024, China's

Vice-Foreign Minister Sun Weidong, right, was present. AFe

sumption of direct flights
between India and China,
which remain suspended
since the pandemic; is
suance of visas particularly
for husinesspersons and
journalists; ironing out
trade issues; and arrange-
ments for the resumption
of the Mansarovar Yatra for
pllgrims.

and people-to-people do-
mains,” the External Af-
fairs Ministry said In a
statement, indicating that
the talks are part of the re-
vival of regular dialogue.
The Chinese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs has not
commented on the visit
thus far. On Tuesday, the
Ministry spokesperson had

public Day parade in New
Dethi, ofhcials suid

The Forelgn Secretary's
visit comes just before the
Chinese New Year holidays
that begin on January 28,
Chincse Ambassador to In
dia Xu Feihong is already
in Beijing, understood to
be in preparation for the
visit.

At a reception for the
New Year in Delhi this
week, Chinese Charge d'Af-
faires Wang Lei said India
and China would hold “do-
zens” of celebratory events
to mark the 75th anniver
sary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations bet-
ween China and India.

He said that India-China
economic exchanges had
grown 2% in the past vear,
with trade figures reaching
$126.6 billion in the first 11
months of 2024 and
280,000 visas being Is-
sued by China during the
vear.

thar Chinese manufactur-
ers were withholding tech
nology and exports to In
dia, including for Tunnel
Boring Machines manufac-
tured in China and Germa
ny. Beijing has also been
asking New Delhi to issue
more visas and facilitate
travel links

Despite a declaration af
ter @ meeting between Mr.
Jaishankar and Mr. Wang in
November 2024 over re-
sumption of visas, flights,
and the Mansarovar Yatra
for pilgrims, there has
been little movement on
the ground on these issues
thus far.

In addition, a Chinese
hydropower project on the
upper riparian area of the
Brahmaputra (Yarlung
Zangpo in Tibet) has
caused concern  about
flooding downstream.

“We must convey that
any reset in ties would re
quire a Jot of hard work he-

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will travel to Beijing in
another indication that India and China are reviving all
dialogue mechanisms after the four-year break over the
military stand-off at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

* The Line of Actual Control (LAC) is the boundary
separating Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-
controlled territory. India considers it to be 3,488 km
long, while China claims around 2,000 km.

* The LAC is divided into three sectors: the eastern sector
(Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim), the middle sector
(Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh), and the western
sector (Ladakh). The LAC in the eastern sector is known
as the McMahon Line, spanning 1,140 km.
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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Pagel3 !+ Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto is in India as the
chief guest for the 76th Republic Day event.
President of Indonesia . ¢ This is his first state visit to India, and he is the fourth
arrives for Republic Day ! Indonesian President to attend the Republic Day

fete, to meet PM tOmorrow : celebrations.

* India and Indonesia share a long-standing relationship,

| with Indonesia being a key partner in India's Act East

! Policy. The visit aims to strengthen ties in defence, trade,
security, and cultural collaboration. The third India-
Indonesia CEO Forum will take place during the visit.

Kallod Ehattacherjee
NEW DL

Indonesian President FPra
bowo Subianto arrived
here on Thursday o astend
the 7acth Republic Doy
event on Sundclay as the
choct st
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The Hindu-GS2(Health)Page22 !+ Rhodamine B, a synthetic dye linked to cancer due to
- DNA damage, has been banned in many countries,

The hidden dangers of Rhodamine B: i including by the FDA in 2025.
a gl()bal and local perspecﬁve i« InIndia, it has been illegally used in foods like cotton

: candy and street food, prompting state-level bans in
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Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Experts warn of health risks,
especially for vulnerable groups, and call for better
regulation, research, and public education on food safety
in India.
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Use of loudspeakers not
crucial for any religion,
says Bombay High Court

Direets Jaw enforcement agendies o take prompr acton against violation ol noise pollution norms,
asks State govt. to direct religious institutions to adopt mechanisms for controlling noise levels

Press Trust of India
MUMEAL

se of loudspeakers
Is not an essential
part of any refigion,

the Bombay High Court
said on Thursday, directing
the law enforcement agen-
cles to take prompt action
against lowdspeakers that
viodate the noise pollution
norms and rules.

A Division Bench ol Jus-
lices ALS. Gadkari and S.C.
Chandak said noise was a
major health hazard and
no one can claim that their
rights are affected in any
manner if he or she is de-
nied permission to use
loudspeakers,

The High Court asked
the State government to di
rect religious institutions to
adopt mechanisms for con
trolling noise Jevels, includ-
Ing calibrated sound svs-
tems  with auto-decibel

Lo and clear: The court said w

Residents' Welfare Associa-
tion and Shivsrushti Co-og»
erative Housing Societies
Association Ltd - alleging
police imaction against
nolse pollution caused by
loudspeakers installed on
mosques in the area,

The petitioners contend:
ed that the use of loud-
speakers for religious pur-
poses, incuding  the

: R PRI W RO

Mo citizens are helpless
Wctins of cbnowous use of loudspeakers and ampfians. 7Lz PHOTO

the Environment {Protec-
Hon) Act, 1986,

The Bench, in its order,
said Mumbai was a cosmo
politan city and obviously
there are persons of diffe-
rent religions in every part
of the city,

“It is in public interest
that such permissions
should not be granted. By
denying such permissions,
PRCE SRR R R AT S

The court sad it was the
“bounden duty” ol the
State government and oth
er authoritles to enforce
the law by adopting all the
NECESSATY  measures,  as
may be prescribed by the
provisions of law.

“In a democratic State,
there cannot be a situation
that, a person/group of per
sons/association of persons
would say that, it will not
follow ar adhere 1o the law
of the kand and the laiw en-
forcers would be meck or
silent spectators to it,” the
judgment said.

‘Noise pollution’
It added that common citi
zens are “hapless and help
less victims of these obnox-
ious use of loudspeakers
and/or amplifiers”,

The court said the police
must act on complaints
against loudspeakers vio-
lating the noise pollution
XA DA NG ST
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The Bombay High Court ruled that loudspeakers are not
essential to any religion and directed authorities to act
against noise pollution violations.

It emphasized the health risks of noise and urged
religious institutions to control noise levels. The court
also stressed that complaints should be acted on without
requiring identification for safety reasons.

Right to Freedom of Religion

Vv Freedom of conscience and free
profession, practice and propagation of
religion
Freedom to manage religious affairs
Freedom to pay taxes for promotion of
any particular religion

V Freedom to attend religious instruction
or worship in certain educational
institutions
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Digital economy to

constitute fifth of Indian
GDP by 2030: ICRIER report

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

India’s digital economy will
grow twice as fast as the
rest of the economy, and
constitute 13.42% of na-

tional income by the end of

2024-25, as against 11.74%
in 2022-23, according to a
report prepared by the In-
dian Council for Research
on International Economic
Relations (ICRIER) based
on a study by the Ministry
of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology.

By 2030, the report
says, India’s digital econo-
my will account for nearly
a hhh of overall GDP. Ilm

T sl n Cmi mssale mbsmcss s L

This is the first such
attempt by the
government (o
quantify the size of
India’s digital
economy

fy the size of India’s digital
£conomy.

To quantify the size of
the digital economy,
ICRIER has combined defi-
nitions by the Organisation
for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development
(OECD) and the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB),
hut also mq.luded the I]‘]j.f

PN S PO e |

e I

ing, financial services, and
insurance (BFsI) and edu-
cation,” essentially casting
a wider net to measure the
share that digitally-enabled
services and activities have
in the economy.

Under this framework,
“The digital economy in
2022-23 was equivalent to
728.94 lakh crore (-$36G8
hillion) in [Gross Value Ad-
ded (GVA)] and ¥31.64 lakh
crore (-5402 hillion) in
GDP,"” the report says. Even
under the expanded defi-
nition that includes digitis-
ing industries, the “tradi-
tional ICT” sector remains

[he I: lrf_,ut }m] tion mLIle
A fea -~ . PR |

-
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India’s digital economy will grow twice as fast as the rest
of the economy, and constitute 13.42% of national
income by the end of 2024-25, as against 11.74% in
2022-23, according to a report prepared by the Indian
Council for Research on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER) based on a study by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology.

By 2030, the report says, India’s digital economy will
account for nearly a fifth of overall GDP. This is the first
such attempt by the government to quantify the size of
India’s digital economy.

To quantify the size of the digital economy, ICRIER has
combined definitions by the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), but also included the “Digital
share of traditional industries like trade, banking,
financial services, and insurance (BFSI) and education,”
essentially casting a wider net to measure the share that
digitally-enabled services and activities have in the
economy.
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Ad hocjudges n HC: When and how can they eppointe:

L0YSINHARARPURAM
IDELH ANAzY £3
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The Supreme Court suggested appointing retired judges
on an ad hoc basis to address the growing backlog of
criminal cases in High Courts. Article 224A of the Indian
Constitution allows retired judges to be reappointed with
the President's consent.

The Supreme Court also proposed modifying its 2021
decision, which set conditions for such appointments,
allowing them only when certain vacancies and case
backlogs are present.

Ad hoc judges can serve for 2-3 years, with periodic
reviews.

This provision has been rarely used, with only three
recorded instances of ad hoc judge appointments in the
past.
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CBP ONE APP

A mobile app that allowed US-bound asylum-seekers to
schedule appointments with immigration authorities

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 23

IN ONE of his first moves after becoming
the US President, Donald Trump shut
down the mobile app designed to help
schedule appointments for people seek-
ing asyluminthe US.

The CBP One entry program was insti-
tuted by Trump's predecessor joe Biden,
and has enabled nearly one million people
toenter into the US smce January 2023, the
Assoaiared Press reported.

In a press release on Monday, the US
Customs and Border Protection said that
it had indtiated “remonal of the schedul-
ing functionality™ for the app and “exist-
ing appointments have been cancelled”.

How CBP One worked

The CBP One app worked as a lottery
system that awarded 1450 people withap-
pointments at eight border crossingsdaily.
It allowed migrants to plan interviews with
immagration authorities to seek immigra-
ton parole before reaching the US border.

Before the app was introduced, asy-
lum-seekers waited in large camps in
Mexico while they hoped to secure ex-
emptions to Title 42, a pandemic-era
public health order used by the US gov-
ernment to turn away magrants. Others
tried to cross the border illegally.

Since January 2023, CBP One has
served as the sole route for asylum-seek-
ing amidst a larger crackdown by the
Biden administration on illeeal border

The office of the National Institute
of Migration at Piedras Negras, on
the US-Mexico border. Reuters

Once approved, migrants were allowed
to stay in the US for up to two years, be
shielded from deportation, and get a
work permuit.

The CBP One program has long been
towted by Homeland Security staff as hav-
ing dnven down unlawful migrant cross-
ings at the Mexico border.

Trump & immigration
Throughout his presidential campaign,
Trump maintained that Biden allowed an
influx of undocumented migrants, and
promised to launch a massive deportation
program after coming to power.
“Allillegal entry will immediately be
halted. and we will berin the process of

NEXT
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Donald Trump's administration has ended the CBP One
app, which allowed migrants to schedule asylum
appointments at the US-Mexico border, cancelling over 1
million appointments.

The app, introduced under Biden, helped asylum seekers
from various countries apply for asylum in an organized
manner. Trump's decision to end the app is part of his
focus on reducing illegal immigration, but critics warn it
could lead to more illegal border crossings. The ACLU has
challenged the move in court.
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* Indiais gearing up to deploy its first human-operated
underwater submersible as part of the Deep Ocean
Mission

* the submersible, designed for a depth of up to 500
meters, is expected to launch this year, with plans to
extend its reach to 6,000 meters by next year.

* The Deep Ocean Mission aims to explore underwater
resources, improve knowledge of deep-sea ecosystems,
and advance India’s blue economy. The mission’s
objectives include identifying critical minerals, rare
metals, and undiscovered marine biodiversity, which
have economic and environmental implications.

India To Deploy 1st Human-Operated Underwater
Submersible




