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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page 12 Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri will travel to Beijing in 
another indication that India and China are reviving all 
dialogue mechanisms after the four-year break over the 
military stand-off at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
• The Line of Actual Control (LAC) is the boundary 

separating Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-
controlled territory. India considers it to be 3,488 km 
long, while China claims around 2,000 km.

• The LAC is divided into three sectors: the eastern sector 
(Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim), the middle sector 
(Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh), and the western 
sector (Ladakh). The LAC in the eastern sector is known 
as the McMahon Line, spanning 1,140 km.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page13 • Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto is in India as the 
chief guest for the 76th Republic Day event. 

• This is his first state visit to India, and he is the fourth 
Indonesian President to attend the Republic Day 
celebrations.

• India and Indonesia share a long-standing relationship, 
with Indonesia being a key partner in India's Act East 
Policy. The visit aims to strengthen ties in defence, trade, 
security, and cultural collaboration. The third India-
Indonesia CEO Forum will take place during the visit.
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The Hindu-GS2(Health)Page22 • Rhodamine B, a synthetic dye linked to cancer due to 
DNA damage, has been banned in many countries, 
including by the FDA in 2025. 

• In India, it has been illegally used in foods like cotton 
candy and street food, prompting state-level bans in 
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. Experts warn of health risks, 
especially for vulnerable groups, and call for better 
regulation, research, and public education on food safety 
in India.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-GS2(Governance)
• The Bombay High Court ruled that loudspeakers are not 

essential to any religion and directed authorities to act 
against noise pollution violations. 

• It emphasized the health risks of noise and urged 
religious institutions to control noise levels. The court 
also stressed that complaints should be acted on without 
requiring identification for safety reasons.
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The Hindu –GS3(Economy) • India’s digital economy will grow twice as fast as the rest 
of the economy, and constitute 13.42% of national 
income by the end of 2024–25, as against 11.74% in 
2022–23, according to a report prepared by the Indian 
Council for Research on International Economic Relations 
(ICRIER) based on a study by the Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Technology.

• By 2030, the report says, India’s digital economy will 
account for nearly a fifth of overall GDP. This is the first 
such attempt by the government to quantify the size of 
India’s digital economy.

• To quantify the size of the digital economy, ICRIER has 
combined definitions by the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), but also included the “Digital 
share of traditional industries like trade, banking, 
financial services, and insurance (BFSI) and education,” 
essentially casting a wider net to measure the share that 
digitally-enabled services and activities have in the 
economy.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-GS2(Governance)-Page 15
• The Supreme Court suggested appointing retired judges 

on an ad hoc basis to address the growing backlog of 
criminal cases in High Courts. Article 224A of the Indian 
Constitution allows retired judges to be reappointed with 
the President's consent. 

• The Supreme Court also proposed modifying its 2021 
decision, which set conditions for such appointments, 
allowing them only when certain vacancies and case 
backlogs are present. 

• Ad hoc judges can serve for 2-3 years, with periodic 
reviews. 

• This provision has been rarely used, with only three 
recorded instances of ad hoc judge appointments in the 
past.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-GS2(IR)-Page 15
• Donald Trump's administration has ended the CBP One 

app, which allowed migrants to schedule asylum 
appointments at the US-Mexico border, cancelling over 1 
million appointments. 

• The app, introduced under Biden, helped asylum seekers 
from various countries apply for asylum in an organized 
manner. Trump's decision to end the app is part of his 
focus on reducing illegal immigration, but critics warn it 
could lead to more illegal border crossings. The ACLU has 
challenged the move in court.
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Air –GS3(Environment)
• India is gearing up to deploy its first human-operated 

underwater submersible as part of the Deep Ocean 
Mission

• the submersible, designed for a depth of up to 500 
meters, is expected to launch this year, with plans to 
extend its reach to 6,000 meters by next year. 

• The Deep Ocean Mission aims to explore underwater 
resources, improve knowledge of deep-sea ecosystems, 
and advance India’s blue economy. The mission’s 
objectives include identifying critical minerals, rare 
metals, and undiscovered marine biodiversity, which 
have economic and environmental implications. 
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