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[na first, a tribal king from Kerala to
attend Republic Day parade in Delhi

Sandeep Vellaram
IDUKKI

Raman Rajamannan, the
head of the Mannan com-
munity and the only tribal
king in Kerala, will partici-
pate in the Republic Day
parade in Delhi.

According to officials,
the king and his wife will
join the event as guests of
the Scheduled Tribes (SC)
Development Department.
Minister for Welfare of
Scheduled Castes, Sche-
duled Tribes, and Back-
ward Classes O.R. Kelu
handed over the invitation
to Mr. Rajamannan.

According to officials,
this will be the first time a
tribal king will attend the
Republic Day parade in
Delhi. The SC Develop-
ment Department  will
meet the travel expenses of

ETS

Minister O.R. Kelu handing over the Republic Day invitation to king
of Mannan tribal community at Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.

wife, Binumol.

During the visit, the cou-
ple will meet the President
and other prominent lead-
ers. He will also visit Agra
and other historically im-
portant places in the capi-
tal. They will be returning
to Kerala on February 2.

According to officials,

participation of persons
from the tribal community
of the State for the Repu-
blic Day parade. The SC
Development Department
then decided to send the
couple as representatives
of the community.

“The government’s de-
cision is an honour to the

the official.

On Tuesday, Mr. Raja-
mannan and Ms. Binumol
visited the State Assembly,
and was received by Mr.
Kelu. Devikulam MLA A.
Raja accompanied them.

48 settlements

The Mannan community is
mainly settled in the buffer
zone area of the Idukki Wil-
dlife Sanctuary at Kozhi-
mala, the hub of the tribe
with 48 settlements ruled
by a king, the only such
community in southern
India.

The king is an integral
part of the traditional func-
tions and festivities of the
community.

He will wear a turban or
headgear and special dress
on such occasions and will
be assisted by two Minis-
ters and soldiers during

Raman Rajamannan, the head of the Mannan
community and the only tribal king in Kerala, will
participate in the Republic Day parade in Delhi,
accompanied by his wife, Binumol. This marks the first
time a tribal king from Kerala will attend the event.

The Mannan community, located in the Idukki Wildlife
Sanctuary, consists of 48 settlements, with Rajamannan
playing a key role in their traditional functions.
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What s US's new rule for exporting Al chips?

What s the meii objecive behind one ofthe ast orders of the Biden administration? How will the iered framework for licensing and exporting Arclfical

Intelligence chips work? How has the tech industry responded to the move? Wil it afect India?

EXPLAINER

: g
The story so far:

ith an objectheto
advance increased control
over circulation of
Artifical Inteligence (AI)

chips and technology, the LS. Bureau of
Industry and Security (BI) introduced a
tiered framework for icensing and
exports. It held the regulations werein
tandem with “national security and
foreign policy interests". Further, it would
elp “cultivate a secure and trusted
technology ecosystem for the responsible
use and diffision of A",

What technology are we discussing?
Broadly, the regulation concerns
advanced computing chips and certain
closed Al model weights. Al models are
software programs that comprise a series
of mathematical operations. When data s
entered into the program, it executes
those operations on the entered data
(provided by the wser) to produce outputs
which could be information, analysis or
meia. It s the design of these operations
and their arrangement, known as the
modelarchitecture, that determines the
nature and quality of the output,

ETTYNGES
advanced Al models would require a weights are stored outsidethe LS. “only
Validated End User (VEL) authorisaion. | under stringent security conditons" and
Those that donot contribute to the that the large clusters of advanced
development of advanced Al models, | integrated circuit () necessary to trin

What are the concerns?

The primary concern relates o the threat
10 U8 glohal competitveness in the
realm, Ned Finkle, Vice President of Govt

g | Afirsat NVIDIA - among the largest
! | chipmakers globally, wroteina blogpost

thatt would undermine the innovation
that has kept the U.S. ahead. Mr. Finkle
angued that the rules would do nothing to
enhance LS, security. “The new rules
would controltechnology workdwide,
including technology that i already
widely available in mainstream gaming
¥Cs and consumer hardware.”

Ken Ghueck, Executive Vice President
at Oracle, wrote in December 2024, that
the rules assumed there were no other
noneUS. suppliers to procure GPU
technology from, Explaining the aspect
about competitveness, the Oracle
executive stated that by adding “more
chips tothe problem, you can keep
Playing the game". “Ifyour atemate
suppler has less performance, you can
achieve parity by just adding more GPLs
forthe task. Enter Huawei and Tencent,
Doita cheaper price. Enter the CCP. And
deploy it lobally, enter Alibaba," he
explaned. The rules have been
introduced less than a week before
President-¢lect Donakd Trump's retum to
the White House. The tech industry have
pinned their hopes on the incoming
administration to withdraw the

THE GIST

The new requlations update
idting ruls for export,
reagort and randers
(imcountry) by Segregating
countrid into thred tiers ~
ich harbouring ifeent s
for licensing and autherisation,

v

The primary concesn relates to
the threatto US” globel
competitiveness in te realm.
Ned Finkle, Vce Presdent o
ot Affais &t NVIDIA, weotein
4 blogpost thatt weuld
undermin th innovation thet
has ket the S, shead.

v

Thetech industry have pinned
their hopes on theincoming
dministration to withdraw the
Tramework.

NEXT
1 AS]

The U.S. has introduced new regulations controlling the
export of advanced Al chips and technology, divided into
three tiers based on country risk.

Allies face no restrictions, while countries like China and
India require authorization for Al-related transactions.
Restrictions aim to prevent misuse by adversaries,
particularly in military and cyber operations.

Critics argue the rules could harm U.S. competitiveness,
with concerns about China circumventing restrictions
through subsidiaries. Indian companies may need
authorization for Al chips, as India is not classified as a
trusted ally due to concerns about chip leakage to Russia.
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[s the government
encouraging ‘crosspathy?

Why did he Maharsshira Food and Drugs Administration issoe a directive allowing homeopahic

practitiones i prescribe allopathic medicines?

Tubda Haiitid

Thie dary & lar:

i Maharashira Food and
[irugs Admnksirain has,
il direcniie, allwed
famesaitlc praciiionzrs,

i Ve Coumlitied 3 CEMhcate course
I modem plarmiacokey, o presoribe
alluarti: medlcatons,

Why s It beng chllenge?

In 2017, thie Malarashira hledical
Echucazian and Dinag Deparmens fad
iz a el stk a g
.'|l.l.'|'|l.'|.|J||’.|II| [racEITianes o praces:
mickerm mesdiclne. As per this
Iitcatian, decinrs wh hid cotaind
the Licentiase of the Court of Examingrs
i Homesapatty dismes (rom (9511982
{ihe digree wis dbndshed in BGZ), and
W Peglstened with the Matsrashira
Mzl Cietamicl, were il b o e

miodem maedicing. This directive was
chiallenged i e Bombsy High Court by
11 Inclan Medlcal Assdiclatkan (TRAL The
High Court e 3 scay, with (0 Bench
ueszaoning the rsk chat could bé posed
10 e N e ot were o
1o practs allapatty.

NI Mabiarashira pireshdene Samsh
Hadam sali it was unchear why the
Mabsarashira FTIA ha nowr el this
iregeive, He sald tat even the cennral
by o hamzogathy b v prowislan o
allay s Practiianers 60 pactse anather
siream af medicing and ihaq “crosspathy’
W el e SUpTEmE Court,
Fendwsing ehe By High Court stay,
amesiuihic practongrs were nat
allowdto prescite allopathic
midacatici, unedl the fival decklon ol the
O Came n, e sl

Former sécretary of the (WA,
Methiarastira, Pamhiv Sangtrl, pcimed
L O B 1 s i &

the Maharshtra governmen allwing
h.ll:i.'|||H.1.l.' TR 1 pranee
ikerm misdlcing - which b i ihe case,
15 i e ey e sty by the
High Corum, *This was a dlrection i
chiemiss 1o entertain alkapathic
prescriptans of homeapathic
practtianers. Bt whi hs given the FI
e autharity to e such a diective, In
gt of e ot oham iman b sy the
order allowing homeopiahic practiimers
10 practlse maderm meadicing,” b asked.

What le5C's stance on “crosspathy?
In 96, I P Vernie st sl
Fate gl Dohiers, which [nvolved 2
honopath treaeing & pasent wih
bl masteseos amd the patlent
suecquendy dying, the Soqweme Coun
ek o i Ml A s e
16 e b prescribe! medications that b
Wit it kel 1, A 2015 resench
riined i Saresh Baita Blath &t il siames:

“Acris Judgments, the judiclary has bk
Uhat cvpss-System pracsee . Jom of
mecical meglgence, however, 1

THEGIST

piermitead cmly In thiee stanes wheerethe %

CAINCETE FVETTIMENS fave auhorked
iy a gemeral or specl orckr”

Is there a shartage af dociors?
The Central getermment has been
piromiting AYUSH medicing for sme
e Tch, WAL i iteh Dl given i
Imnegranive ncagraied medicing. The
Falanale, i geneal, as b that Inda
1S @ ahirtage ol doctors, fantioukiny in
Tl e, and hat the AYUSH cadreal
practitiiners can help il Inthise e
A& i & Parkamend statemen i
Fehnuary 204, there are [308,009
il deiars regteiered St the
State mulial com b and ehe National
sl Cosmamfsion & n June X022, and

i i0L1, i Niahrihir
Vet B ind v
Uniriminl hied riiuad
fotdiiton downj
hemigpilhe ichlinin 18
i mosim midein, [he
Sl wic ch b i Thi
damtuy gh Lourt By i
i Medecal it ialot

i Ll vl i
b prongtng ATLA
i | e i fow,
wilh i push B fpvin 18
e ki
il

5165 Lakh AYUSH docsors, The shortige .

speclalies s dire - the Health Dymamics
o India 202223 report reveatsa nearly
SO shoruage of spectalla docwars n
cmmuniry bealth ceires s nal
Inlla. Pubic hesli spectliz Solm
Fatar palisd ot while: thére s
vidence that michleve providers can
ok cae o compuarabi ity bt
i masdical dociars, ther arderl
Irwigraion i the sysem s croclal
“Aliciing Jea any cadreof atemathie
méillcal practinkaniars i assume ol and
Hunctas it ave maeand hor mesdical
K10 B & il ot snarchy.”

i o, I e, hai
et Ll I b & ety
o doli, s ety i furid
A, i Tl B AL
tidradl prielianin tin hilp
il st i

-

NEXT
1 AS]

The Maharashtra FDA recently allowed homeopathic
practitioners with a certificate in modern pharmacology
to prescribe allopathic medications.

This decision clarifies confusion among chemists
regarding allopathic prescriptions from homeopaths.
However, it faces opposition from the Indian Medical
Association (IMA), which challenges the legality of such a
directive, citing a Bombay High Court stay on similar
rulings.

Critics argue that allowing homeopaths to prescribe
modern medicine after a brief course could harm
patients.

The move is part of efforts to address India's doctor
shortage, particularly in rural areas, but experts warn it
could undermine the healthcare system by diluting the
role of qualified doctors.
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Centre announces
hike in MSP for jute
by X315 a quintal

The Hindu Burean
MEW DELHI

I'he Cabinet Committes on
Economic Affairs (CCEA)
has fixed the minimum
support price (MSP) of raw
jute for the 2025-26 mar-
keting season at £5,650 a
gquintal, an increase of T315
owver the price in 2024-25,

Announcing the deci-
zion at a press conference
here on Wednesday, Lnion
Commerce hdinister Fiyush
Gowval said rhe new MSP
will ensure a return of
GG.8% over rthe average
cost of production and will
benehfit jute growers.

*The approved BIST of
raw jute for marketing sea-
s0n 2025-26 is in line with
the principle of fiximng MST*
at a level of at least 1.5
tirmes all India weighved an-

mradans et o et et o o

lzase. “Government of In-
dia has increased MSEP of
raw jute from 2,400 per
quintal in 2014-15 to TS 650
per guintal in 2025-26, re-
gistering an increase of
3,250 per quintal (2.35
times),” the press release
aclcled.

The government added
that it paid TI.300 crore to
jute growers betwesn 2014-
15 and 2024-25 for the MSP,
while it was F441 crnore dur-
ing the 2004-05 oo 2003-14
period.

“The livelihood of 40
lakh farm families directly
ar indirectly depends on
jute industry. About Four
lakh workers ger direct cm
ployment in jute mills and
trade in jurte. Last yvear, jute
was procured fromm 1.7 lakly
farmers,” the Centre said.

The Jute Corporation of

Tradim & T TS warilll c~maarira e oo

-

NEXT
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The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has
fixed the minimum support price (MSP) of raw jute for the
2025-26 marketing season at 5,650 a quintal, an increase
of X315 over the price in 2024-25.

What is MSP?

* |tis the price at which the government offers to procure
farmers’ produce during the season.

* |t was first introduced in the 1965-66 season for wheat.
Later the coverage was expanded to coarse cereals.

* |t aims to provide a fair return to farmers and to protect
the interests of consumers.

* The Cabinet Committee of Economic Affairs announces
the MSP at the start of each sowing season, taking into
account the recommendations of the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP).

* The key considerations, while recommending the MSP
for crops, are demand and supply, production cost, price
trends in the domestic and international market and the
likely implications of the price on consumers.
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National Health Mission has
curbed several public health
concerns, says centres report

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The MNational Health Mis
sion (NHM) has significant-
Iy contributed to improv-
ing India’s public health,
including lowering of the
maternal mortality ratio,
incidence of tuberculosis
(TB), and sickle cell
ANAETTIA.

It has also contributed
to expanding human re-
sources in the field while
fostering an integrated res-
ponse to health emergen-
cies, the Union govern-
ment said on Wednesday
in its assessment report

With NHM, matcrnal
mortality ratio has
declined by B3%
since 1990, which is
higher than the
global decline of 45%

tor. “In FY 20:21-22, NHM
facilitated the engagement
of 269 lakh additional
healthcare workers, in-
cluding general duty medi-
cal officers, specialises,
staff nurses, AYUSH doe-
tors, allied Thealthcare
workers, and public health
managers. Additionally,
90,740 community health

[= H—

ed 1.38 lakh CIHOs,” the re-
port stated.

It further noted that un
der NHM, the Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MME) has
declined by 83% since
1990, which is higher than
the global decline of 45%.
Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
has fallen from 39 per
1000 live births in 2004 to
28 in 2020,

Moreowver, the Total Fer-
tility Rate (TFR) decreased
from 2.2 in 2015 to 2.0 in
2020y, according to the Na-
tional Family Health Sur-
vey (MFHS-5). These im-
provements indicate that
India is on track to meet iis

-

NEXT
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The National Health Mission (NHM) has made significant
strides in improving India's public health, reducing
maternal mortality, TB, and sickle cell anemia. It has also
increased healthcare staffing, adding over 12 lakh
workers from 2021-24.

Key achievements include an 83% decline in maternal
mortality since 1990, a drop in infant mortality, and a
decrease in fertility rates, putting India on track to meet
U.N. health goals ahead of 2030.
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India’s Non-Fossil Fuel-Based Energy Capacity Reached 217

Gigawatt

|
-
Py

i

India is rapidly advancing in solar and wind energy,
aiming for 500 gigawatts of non-fossil fuel-based capacity
by 2030, with 217 gigawatts already achieved. Last year,
24.5 gigawatts of solar and 3.4 gigawatts of wind capacity
were added, with solar making up 47% of total
renewable capacity.

Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Tamil Nadu led the way in solar
and wind installations.

The rooftop solar sector grew by 53%, aided by the PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, while Gujarat, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu accounted for 98% of the new wind
capacity.



