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On his first day in office, President Donald Trump signed 
multiple executive orders focusing on key policy areas:
• Pardons: He pardoned 1,500 individuals involved in the 

Capitol riot.
• Immigration: Reversed Biden’s policies, prioritized 

deportations, suspended refugee resettlements, and 
sent troops to the border.

• Revoked 78 of Biden’s orders, addressing issues like 
COVID relief and clean energy.

• Rescinded orders promoting DEI and LGBTQ+ rights.
• Implemented freezes on federal regulations and hiring; 

mandated in-person work for federal employees.
• Ordered measures to reduce costs, blaming Biden’s 

policies for inflation.
• Withdrew from the Paris agreement, lifted oil drilling 

restrictions, and promoted energy exploration.
• Health: Withdrew from the WHO, criticizing its handling 

of COVID-19.
• Created a Department of Government Efficiency led by 

Elon Musk to cut federal jobs.
• Proposed 25% tariffs on Canada and Mexico; assessed 

China’s compliance with trade deals.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page5 • The PM Internship Scheme, introduced in the Union 
Budget 2024-25, mandates the top 500 companies to 
provide internship opportunities to one crore youth over 
the next five years.

• Each intern is entitled to a monthly stipend of ₹5,000, 
with companies allowed to use CSR funds to cover a 
portion of this stipend and associated training costs. The 
scheme has sparked broader discussions on its potential 
expansion to include smaller companies
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page7 • Smart Cities Mission was launched by the Hon’ Prime 
Minister on 25 June, 2015. The main objective of the 
Mission is to promote cities that provide core 
infrastructure, clean and sustainable environment and 
give a decent quality of life to their citizens through the 
application of ‘smart solutions’. 

• The Mission aims to drive economic growth and improve 
quality of life through comprehensive work on social, 
economic, physical and institutional pillars of the city. 
The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development by 
creation of replicable models which act as lighthouses to 
other aspiring cities. 100 cities have been selected to be 
developed as Smart Cities through a two-stage 
competition.
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The Hindu-GS2(Health)Page8 • India, known as the "snakebite capital" of the world, 
faces a devastating crisis with around 58,000 deaths 
annually from venomous snakebites. Snake venom 
contains deadly toxins like haemotoxins, neurotoxins, 
and cytotoxins, which can cause severe damage or death 
if untreated. Antivenoms, produced by immunizing 
horses with snake venom, work by neutralizing these 
toxins. However, antivenoms are often inaccessible in 
remote areas due to logistical challenges, high costs, and 
improper storage.

• India's existing polyvalent antivenoms target common 
species but are ineffective against rarer ones, 
contributing to poor outcomes. Researchers are working 
on synthetic antivenoms using DNA technology, AI-
designed proteins, and region-specific solutions to 
improve effectiveness and accessibility. Continued 
investment in infrastructure, research, and education is 
essential to reduce snakebite deaths and prevent 
tragedies like that of Mayuri.
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The Hindu -GS2(IR)Page10 • The Neutral Expert (NE) appointed under terms of the 
Indus Water Treaty (IWT), 1960, decided that he was 
“competent” to decide on differences between India and 
Pakistan on the design of hydroelectric projects built on 
the Indus Treaty rivers

• In 1960, India and Pakistan signed the Indus Waters 
Treaty with the World Bank as a signatory of the pact.

• Under the treaty, India got control over the three 
eastern rivers Beas, Ravi, and Sutlej while Pakistan got 
control of the western rivers Indus, Jhelum, and the 
Chenab.

• According to the treaty, India has the right to generate 
hydroelectricity through the run-of-the-river (RoR) 
projects on the western rivers which, are subject to 
specific criteria for design and operation
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• India and France have agreed to strengthen cooperation 

in high-tech sectors, including AI, defense, and civil 
nuclear energy, ahead of Prime Minister Modi’s visit for 
the AI Summit in Paris. 

• They discussed the Jaitapur Nuclear Power Project’s 
delays and ongoing issues, such as high costs and India's 
civil liability law. Both countries are also exploring future 
collaboration on Small Modular Reactors.
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• Department of Commerce, Government of India has 

introduced the Diamond Imprest Authorization (DIA) 
Scheme on 21st of January 2025, aiming to enhance the 
global competitiveness of India’s diamond sector. This 
scheme provides a streamlined mechanism for duty free 
import of Natural Cut and Polished Diamonds, and there 
by promoting value addition and boosting exports. The 
Scheme will be implemented with effect from 
01.04.2025.

• Key Features of the Scheme:
• This scheme allows the duty-free import of Natural 

Cut and Polished Diamonds, of less than ¼ Carat (25 
Cents).

• This scheme mandates export obligation with a 
value addition of 10%.

• All Diamond exporters holding Two Star Export 
House status and above and having US $15 Million 
exports per year, are eligible for availing the benefit 
under this scheme
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• Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was a prominent Indian 

freedom fighter, known for his leadership and patriotic 
zeal. Expelled from Presidency College for activism, he 
later resigned from the Indian Civil Service to join the 
independence struggle. 

• He became Congress president in 1938, advocating for 
complete self-rule. After differing from Gandhi, he 
founded the All India Forward Bloc and led the Azad Hind 
Fauj. 

• In 1943, he declared the Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
as the first Indian territory freed from British rule. He 
remains a symbol of courage and patriotism in India’s 
independence movement.
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PIB-GS3(Defence)
• Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL), a 

Hyderabad-based laboratory of Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) has taken the 
initiative in developing a long-duration Supersonic 
Combustion Ramjet or Scramjet powered Hypersonic 
technology

• Hypersonic missiles are a class of advanced weaponry 
that travel at speeds greater than Mach 5 i.e., five times 
the speed of sound or more than 5,400 km/hr. These 
advanced weapons have the potential to bypass existing 
Air Defence Systems and deliver rapid and high-impact 
strikes. Several nations including USA, Russia, India and 
China are actively pursuing Hypersonic technology. The 
key to hypersonic vehicles is Scramjets, which are air 
breathing engines capable of sustaining combustion at 
supersonic speeds without using any moving parts.
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• The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme, launched 

by Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 22nd January, 
2015, in Panipat, Haryana, is completing a decade of 
implementation. 

• This flagship initiative by the Government of India aims 
to address the declining Child Sex Ratio (CSR), prevent 
gender-biased sex-selective elimination and promote 
the survival, protection and education of the girl child. 
The scheme has evolved to become one of the most 
impactful social initiatives by the Indian government.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


