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The Hindu-GS1(Culture)Page 5 • Sabarimala Sree Dharma Sastha Temple, dedicated to 
Lord Ayyappa, is the most famous and prominent among 
all the Sastha temples in Kerala.

• The temple is situated on a hilltop (about 3000 feet 
above sea level) named Sabarimala in Pathanamthitta
district, which is unique. The temple is open to people 
belonging to all religions. 

• There is a place near the temple; east of Sannidhanam
(the abode of Lord Ayyappa), dedicated to Vavar (a close 
friend of Lord Ayyappa) which is called Vavaru Nada, an 
epitome of religious harmony. 

• Another unique aspect of this temple is that it is not 
open throughout the year. It is open for worship only 
during the days of Mandalapooja, Makaravilakku, Vishu
and also during the first day of every Malayalam month.
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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page6 • The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), 
announced in 2023, aims to enhance trade, energy 
security, and technological innovation across key regions.

• It offers a strategic alternative to China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, promising economic benefits, including 
reduced trade costs and strengthened ties for India with 
West Asian and European countries.

• The project, though still conceptual, requires significant 
planning, investments, and private sector engagement. It 
also supports India’s green hydrogen efforts. 

• The U.S. and India play crucial roles in its development, 
with leadership needed to ensure success.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page8 
Six Tamil Nadu universities lack Vice Chancellors due to a 
dispute between the Governor and State government over 
UGC's role in VC search committees. The issue centers on 
whether UGC regulations can override State University Acts. 
• Conflicting Supreme Court rulings complicate matters, 

with some supporting UGC’s mandatory role and others 
backing State autonomy. The Supreme Court has 
consistently ruled that subordinate legislation cannot 
override plenary State laws, as seen in several landmark 
cases (e.g., Tika Ramji vs. UP, Indian Express vs. Union of 
India, and J.K. Industries vs. Union of India).

• Article 254(1) of the Constitution addresses conflicts 
between central and State laws. It states that if a State 
law is repugnant to a central law on matters in the 
Concurrent List, the central law will prevail, and the 
conflicting part of the State law will be void.

• The constitutional question is whether UGC's 
subordinate legislation can supersede State laws. A clear 
ruling by the Supreme Court is needed to clarify the issue 
and restore university governance.
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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)Page13 • The RBI has updated its guidelines for Asset 
Reconstruction Companies (ARCs), requiring them to 
adopt a board-approved policy for borrower settlements. 
The policy must address settlement eligibility, 
permissible sacrifices, and security valuation.

• Settlements should ideally be in a lump sum, or with a 
viable business plan if in installments. 

• The net present value (NPV) of the settlement should not 
be lower than the realisable value of securities.
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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)Page11 
• Sanjoy Roy was sentenced to life imprisonment for the 

rape and murder of a doctor at RG Kar Medical College 
and Hospital. 

• The CBI sought the death penalty, citing aggravating 
factors, but the court followed the Supreme Court’s 
"rarest of rare" doctrine, which mandates death 
sentences only in exceptional cases after considering 
both aggravating and mitigating circumstances. 

• The Supreme Court has outlined various factors, such as 
the possibility of reform, the nature of the crime, and the 
age of the accused, which influence the sentencing 
decision.
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Indian Express-GS3(Economy)Page11 
• The Supreme Court criticized the Enforcement 

Directorate (ED) for arguing that women should face 
rigorous bail conditions under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), despite an exception for women.

• The court granted bail to Shashi Bala, a government 
school teacher accused of aiding money laundering by a 
real estate company promoter.

• PMLA Bail Conditions: Section 45 of PMLA requires the 
accused to prove no prima facie case against them to get 
bail, with a special exception for women, minors, and the 
sick.

.
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PIB-GS3(Economy)
• With a total of 24 beneficiaries committing investment of 

Rs 3,516 crore in the third round, the PLI Scheme is 
poised to significantly boost the production of 
Components of ACs & LED Lights across India. In the third 
round of the on-line application window of the 
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme , a total of 38 
applications were received.

• The PLI Scheme on White Goods is designed to create a 
robust component ecosystem for Air Conditioners and 
LED Lights Industry in India and make India an integral 
part of the global supply chains. The Scheme extends an 
incentive of 6% to 4% on reducing basis on incremental 
sales for a period of five (5) years subsequent to the base 
year and one year of gestation period. Domestic Value 
Addition is expected to grow from the current 15-20% to 
75-80%.
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Air-GS3(Economy) • India is now the seventh-largest coffee producer globally, 
with exports reaching 1.29 billion dollars in the last 
financial year. The Commerce and Industry Ministry said 
in a release that this is nearly double the 719 million 
dollars worth of exports in 2020-21. 

• The Ministry also highlighted that in the first half of this 
month, India exported over 9,300 tonnes of coffee, with 
top buyers including Italy, Belgium, and Russia. 

• It added that while India primarily exports unroasted 
coffee beans, there is a growing demand for value-added 
products like roasted and instant coffee, further fueling 
the export boom. Meanwhile, Karnataka leads in coffee 
production, contributing 248,000 metric tonnes in 2022-
23, followed by Kerala and Tamil Nadu. Talking about 
domestic consumption, the Ministry said that it has 
increased from 84,000 tonnes in 2012 to 91,000 tonnes
in 2023. This is attributed to the rise of café culture, 
higher disposable incomes, and a growing preference for 
coffee over tea in India.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


