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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page8 The Budget Session of Parliament will convene on January 
31. The first part of the session will conclude on February 13 
and the second part of the session after the recess will 
begin on March 10 and go on till April 4.
The session will begin with President Droupadi Murmu’s
address to a joint session of Parliament. The Budget will be 
presented on February 1.
• The Indian Constitution does not use the 

term “Budget”. Instead, Article 112 of the Constitution 
uses the phrase “Annual Financial Statement” for the 
same.

• The Budget Session is the longest and most important 
session of the Parliament.

• The primary focus of the Budget Session is 
the presentation, discussion, and passing of the Union 
Budget, which outlines the government’s revenue and 
expenditure plans for the upcoming fiscal year.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page8 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that Threats in the Gulf 
of Aden, Red Sea and in waters adjacent to the East African 
countries might increase and the Indian Navy is striving to 
boost its presence and keep the sea routes safe
Gulf of Aden, deepwater basin that forms a natural sea link 
between the Red Sea and the Arabian Sea.
• It is bounded to the south by Somalia, north by Yemen, 

east by the Arabian Sea, and west by Djibouti.

The Red Sea is a semi-enclosed, inlet (or extension) of the 
Indian Ocean between the continents of Africa from Asia.
Bordering Countries: Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Sudan, 
Eritrea and Djibouti.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page9 Twelve years after the Lokpal Act was passed and five years 
after the Lokpal began functioning, it has investigated only 
24 cases and granted prosecution sanction in six. The Lokpal
received three complaints against Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in October and December of the previous year.
• The Lokpal is the first institution of its kind in 

independent India,established under the Lokpal and 
Lokayuktas Act 2013 to inquire and investigate into 
allegations of corruption against public functionaries 
who fall within the scope and ambit of the above Act.
The Lokpal of India is committed to address concerns 
and aspirations of the citizens of India for clean 
governance. It shall make all efforts within its jurisdiction 
to serve the public interest and shall endeavor to use the 
powers vested in it to eradicate corruption in public life..
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Indian Express-GS2(IR)Page15 • Taliban's Foreign Minister Muttaqi asked India to issue 
visas to Afghan businessmen, patients, and students.
Complications:
India does not officially recognize the Taliban 
government.

• There are security concerns.
• The Indian embassy in Kabul lacks a functional visa 

section.
• Commitment: India is willing to resume stalled projects 

in all 34 provinces of Afghanistan, signaling an important 
commitment to engagement.

• India considers resuming stalled projects across 
Afghanistan's provinces and addressing visa issues for 
Afghan businessmen, patients, and students, despite not 
officially recognizing the Taliban government.
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PIB –GS3(Space )
• Pixxel, a Bengaluru-based space-tech company, has 

launched India’s first private satellite constellation, 
Firefly, marking a major milestone in the country’s space 
journey. The first three Firefly satellites were successfully 
launched aboard SpaceX’s Transporter-12 mission.

• These satellites are the world’s highest-resolution 
commercial-grade hyperspectral satellites, offering a 5-
meter resolution, six times sharper than typical satellites. 
Firefly’s advanced imaging system, with 150+ spectral 
bands, can monitor environmental changes such as 
chemical compositions, vegetation health, and water 
quality, aiding climate action.

• The satellites provide daily global coverage and have a 
profound impact on industries like agriculture, resource 
management, and climate monitoring. This launch 
strengthens India's presence in advanced space 
technology, aligning with the “Make in India” and 
“Atmanirbharta” initiatives. Pixxel’s journey began with 
the launch of Shakuntala in 2022, followed by Anand in 
2023. 
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Air –GS3(Economy) • The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has maintained 
India’s growth to be solid at 6.5 percent for the next two 
fiscal years 2025-26 or FY26 and 2026-27 or FY27, as 
projected in October in an update to its World Economic 
Outlook released yesterday. India maintain the fastest 
growth rate among the world’s largest economies.

• Meanwhile, Global growth is projected at 3.3 percent 
both in 2025 and 2026 as per IMF, below the historical 
average of 3.7 percent. The 2025 forecast remains largely 
unchanged from the October 2024 World Economic 
Outlook, with an upward revision for the United States 
balancing declines in other major economies.

•
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