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India’s ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ plan

Isthe global research ecosystem increasingly enbracing open aceess publishing away from subscription-based model? What s an artice processing chare? Do

researchers own the copyrights o thele work after it has been published in a journal? What are open access repositories®

EXPLAINER

Moumita Koley

Thestory so far:

he Union Cabinet approved the
Indian povernment s ‘Ong
Nation, One Subscription’

{0NOS) scheme on November
15, The (ONOS promises to provide
eiuitable access o scholarly joumals in
al public institions.

What does the ONOS entail?

First mooted around 20182019 the
scheme's ambitious rollout comes with a
substantial inzncial outly of 3,000
crore over three years (20052017), tnbe
pid to 30 major nternational journal
publshers. For perspective, the Indian
public and its academic instifutians
collectively spend around &, 500 crore
every year on journal subscriptions. This
isa rough estimate and probably includes
the costof subscription o databases &
well if s, the current total public
expenseto access jounals will be well
lowser than £2,000 crore per year.

Atthe putset, ONOS's promise o offer
eiuitable access to research artices,
irrespective of an nstitution's prestige o
fimancial capacity, which seems ke astep
towards demperatising knowdedge. But a
closer examination reveals complexiies
that call for deeper analysis.
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IS open access the future?

Scitlchobeg, 4  public jaod, shoild idealy be aegessibleta ol especially whin
taxgayrs fundit. Today, morathan 53% ofalscentfic papars worldwide am ogen access n
e wy, according todata rom Clariate's Web Of Science platort.
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wark in 04 repositories. Many institutes
ke the Massachusets Institute of
Technology and the University of Oxford
followed suit. ONOS hs the opporfunity
v emulate these models by incorporating
anatiomide ‘ights retention’ policy,
enabling ndlian researchers to deposit
their work in insttutionl repositories
immediaely afer publication - a practice
kmown 2 green open aceess.

India's omm 204 Open Access Policy
requires researchiers funded by the
Departments of Biotechnology and of
Science & Technalogy to make their work
apenly accessible - butits
implementation has been lackusize. The
(NOS could have heen the ideal platform
tivenforce this mandate, ensuring Indian
reseaich becomes gobally accessible
through open repositories immeditely
after publication.

Isdigital content preserved?

Another issue s the lang term
eservation of research articles, now that
almostall maor journals are published
online. A recent study in the Journal of
Librarianship and Scholarfy
Commuication reparted that 28% of
anticles with Dafa Object Identifiers (0}
- mique D to identify publizhed papers
- et reserved, exposing gaps in
current practices. The discontinuation of
Heterocyees, a journal publishied by the
Jaan Instiue of Heterocyclic Chemisiry,
n 2023 left around 17,000 articles
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sfudies ede ) evaluates tham
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publishes it and makes maney
by chaging peogle and
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Open Actess [OR) el
agerd tha afé piblishe 1o bé
ey accessibl. There iré
diffrent kinds of DR A
i ypé i calld gokd O,
hit the rumal makés
iy by charging authers an
il prioceasing ¢harg APC)
1 pblish papers i the
journal The ARl single
A hi besh kit o b
thaissands of dolls. For
Enariple, Nafure
Commuricafisns chargss
S6,790 per pages.

(NS ean e uded fr its
anibiton to démocraliie
rearch agcass, but il should
e addressed dusgt
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The Union Cabinet approved the ‘One Nation One
Subscription’ (ONQOS) initiative for centralised access to
research articles and journal publication for government
higher education institutions and research and
development (R&D) laboratories of the central government.
The central government has allocated 6,000 crore for
ONOS until 2027. All higher education institutions under
central or State governments and R&D institutions of central
government can avail the benefits of the initiative through a
national subscription.

What is ONOS?

ONOS is a plan to consolidate researchers’ subscriptions to
prominent academic journals and other similar publications.
Once in place, the ONOS initiative will provide access to
journal articles to all individuals in India for one “centrally
negotiated payment”. The ONOS will replace individual
institutional journal subscriptions.
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* The government scrapped 30-month old windfall profit
tax on domestically-produced crude oil and on export of
jet fuel (ATF), diesel and petrol following a decline in
international oil prices.

* India first imposed windfall profit taxes on July 1, 2022
joining a growing number of nations that tax super
normal profits of energy companies.

* Windfall taxes are designed to tax the profits a company
derives from an external, sometimes unprecedented
event— for instance, the energy price-rise as a result of
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

* These are profits that cannot be attributed to something
the firm actively did, like an investment strategy or an
expansion of business. The United States Congressional
Research Service (CRS) defines a windfall as an
“unearned, unanticipated gain in income through no
additional effort or expense”.

Govt scraps windfall profit tax on domestic
crude oil, export of fuels

Minister of State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary tabled a notification in Rajya Sabha scrapping the levy on
crude oil produced by firms like state-owned 0il and Natural Gas Corporation

.........
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e asmall group of scientists and cultural experts in New
Zealand began studying a spade-toothed whale, one of
the rarest and most enigmatic species in the world. Only
seven spade-toothed whales have ever been spotted,
and none has been seen alive.

* Spade-toothed whales are believed to live in the deep
waters of the Southern Pacific Ocean and are known for
their extreme diving abilities.

Scientists gather to decode puzzle of world’s
rarest whale

The spade-toothed whale has never been seen alive at sea
Updated - December 02, 2026 04:47 pm IST
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Centre to formulate
stricter ‘non-negotiable’
norms on accessibility

MIKHIL GHAMNEKAR
HEWY DELHI, DECEMBER &

THE COAVERMMERMT is formmulat-
ing “mon-nesndiabbe™ and a “min-
irmurn core”™ setof nules inoompli-
ance with the %C's orders on
framing mandatony accessibiliby
ctandards, officials of the
Department of Empaorsserment of
Persons wath Disabilities | DIEPssAY)
said Miomuday.

The newwe setof males are being
dirafted in consultation withiother
ministries, rights bodies and
sia ketholders. This is being done to
define what would be the nnini-
myum enforceable standands for a
besmierfree ervironamernt in baild-
ings and on dizital portals.

#As part of the stricter enforce-

ment, the govermment will in-
clude steps such as larger fines,
penalties and mon issuance of
comipdetion certificates to build-
imgzs for mon-oommpdia noe with ac-
cessihility standards, officials said.

0On Tuesday, the department
is =2t to roll out arcand 16 initia-
tives, such as the standand Bharti
Braille code drafi bopeowvice a umi-
fiexd Braille script in 13 Indian Lan-
Fuages, on the Intermational Diay
of Persons with Disabilities.

The Cenire is also set o moll owt
initiathees such as Suganmya Bharat
Yatra. The yatra will see persons
weith disahilities trawel across ma-
Jor cities and fonems, aned visit -
portant public establishments to
assess thelr accesshility and rate
them accordinghy, said DEPwD
Seoetany Rajesh fgparwal

NEXT
1 AS]

The government is formulating non-negotiable and
minimum core accessibility rules in compliance with
Supreme Court orders.

Consultation: Rules being drafted in consultation with
other ministries, rights bodies, and stakeholders for a
barrier-free environment in buildings and digital portals.
Enforcement: Stricter enforcement measures include
larger fines, penalties, and withholding completion
certificates for non-compliance.

Initiatives:Launch of standard Bharti Braille code draft for
a unified Braille script in 13 Indian languages.

Sugamya Bharat Yatra, where persons with disabilities
will travel across major cities and towns to assess and
rate the accessibility of public establishments
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Manipur forms panel
to review Inner Line
Permit as 29 arrested

EXFPFRESS MEWS SERVICE

IRFH&AL . DECEMMBOER 2

THE RAAMNIFLHE soncermuameemt has
constinmed & stare—lewe ]l cormnnt—
e to reviewer overall impelermen—
ration of The Inmner Limnse Permit
Syr=temn [ [LIPFS} after 20 people
wre e Founmed werth I peerrrits raot
adiweringe o sysEm suidelines.

The 29 peaple, all Froem SAs=arm,
weTe heeld ar Blanrans Inmypdeal
Imnphal We st district during a rasd
Cormdn ecitesd o Sammerd s

hramipuwr Chief Minister B
Biren Sinesh =aid bas=d on an in—
purt resardinge some illlegal imumi-
grants=s, suspe=cted o be Froom
Bangladdesh a special paolice tearm
comducted a rasd.

“Thee 20 imadiwviduals, wworkdng
im a bhakery, had Lalssur caesory
ILFE swwivich wpon werifscatioors
thrnough Depuny Commissiomner,
Imnpdhal Weiest, weere mend Eoaumed £
haee been isswed in compliamnce=
writh the hellami puar TLF suidelines,
OO A ey pre liminany indinges,

R Rt B Tl i B Y o e R

Flamipaar T BN Biren Simngh
im Immpphal, Roancdas. P11

fe per the extant suidelinees,
thiose individuals showld hawe
b= considered unsder Resular
L valsd Foor S day= subjpect bo
speansorship by anmy permmans=nt
resident of the stane

Singh =aid the ‘labwaer’ cabe-
oy [LPs weere canoelled amned the
apprehsnded labowrers werne
sl B thedr respective states.

Hie further sasd the Ramnapuar
Home Department has im-
stmuecied the distmca adminasira-
tixm amd the Deputy Labowr
Commmissioner o nure a detailed
imouiiry it such lapses ared ina-

e e e T S Rl S e

-
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The Manipur Government constituted a state-level
committee to review the implementation of the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) system after 29 people were found to
have been issued ILP in violation of guidelines.
The Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document
required for Indian citizens from outside certain
protected states to enter these areas for a limited
period.
Established under the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulations, 1873, initially to protect British commercial
interests, the ILP now aims to safeguard tribal cultures
in northeastern India.
There are various types of ILPs, including those for
tourism and long-term stays.

Tourist ILPs are typically issued routinely.

The states which require the permit are:

Arunachal Pradesh
Mizoram
Nagaland
Manipur
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Electronic monitoring of prisoners; arguments for and against

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEWDELHL DECEMBER 2

PRESIDENT DROUPAD! Murmu ast manth
released a eport by the Supreme Court's
Cenie for Researchand Flanning whichsug-
cectedseveral messtres o address the prob-
lem of overcrovwding inindia' prisons.
Thereport, Prisons i Mapping Frsan
Maiak and Megsuresfor Refirmation and
Decangestion, has a section onEectronic
Trackingof Prismners, which disoussesthe use
of racking technology a5 a condicon for bl
toreduce the numberofundertria pisaners
whomalkeupthe vastmagjorty o prisaers.
This uy,the Supreme Court had held
that il conditions that llow the polce to
track the movement of an ccused released
on bl viclatstheright o privacy.
However, the report - like the Law
(‘ammisinnaflndia and e Pardiamentan:

Standing Committee on Home Affirs - has
said that tracking with e right guardrais,
would be beneficial

The case for tracking

Asof Decemher 2022 Indi's prisanshad
anoverellocrupencyof 13145 with 57320
inmates against 3 tota capacity af 4 36,256,
acconding o fgures comple by the National
Crime Recards Bureau (NCRE), More than
thre quarters of prisaners wese underriaks,
who had not been comvicted of a crime.

According tothe report, electronic man-
itoring "could prove tbe a cost-effective
method to decongest als”. It gives theex-
ample of Odisha, where the government
spenidsaboat Rs 1 lakhannuallyon eachun-
dertrial, whileatracker ‘would cost amund
s 10,000t 15000

Aepart submitted by the Parfamentary
Standing Committeean Home Al st year
rntei that “thrmijeh e ieaf Tankle! hrarelet|

rackers adminifraive machineryor human
esaures affimahed i keeping rack of -
oners wha e out on bail can be reduced”.
(o Condions nfesucteand Refms)

Lessons from the S
Severa s e ared thatlecmonic

monitorigisesentialyincaresaionby an-
othername - e-carceratin”,

Blectronic monitoring and restictinson
mavement for persans on parcle orin the
pre<rial stage scomma inthe L, Lie peg-
pleofeokourinthe US memberscf Scheduled
(Castes, Schectled T and Other Backoward
Classes [ DBCs areaveepresentedin rison
paplations in ndia, The latest NCRB data
showalmost Tfeaf priscnershelong othese

communits.
The other question is of

Inareport published inSept-
ember 2022 the American (i ’???!" ?? bearing the costof electronic
Libesties Lnian {ACLU) noted LAW manitoring, The Supreme
thiat EM | lecronicmonitoing) Court's report sugoests it

serves asan extension ofthe
catera v, exqancing the purithvepowerof
el and s heyond heirtacitionalphys-
ical wall a5 sysem of “e-Carceratin ™,

Theovenuse ofepvernment survelance
CANCTeale Oppeessive, minalzingenviar-
menis especialyfor communitis ofcolor’
the reort, Rethinking Flectonic Monitoring
A Harm Roittim (e said

shoaukdbe the govemment -in

theI5 which has been cited as an example
nthe repart) though,the costs are often
harme by the indvidual under monitoring,
Thesz incluce $100-5200 in setup charges
and daly charges of up o 353, acrording to
thepanproit Eectrom: FronsierFoundation.
The reportaaa acknowlecies the possbik-

itvinf sima assnciated with a visihle moni-

taing devie: “Some incividuals may resist - man rights violaton tisscheme ar meshar
wearng therm] due o congems abiout social - shou beused cnvoluntarybesisaterpmar
sigmanrapemeptioncfmvashesurveilance”.  ingthe consentofinmates " the eportsaid.

(uestion of privacy
Onjuly,an SC Benchaofjusices Abhay §
Ok an Ul Bhuan sruck downa bal o
dlion mposed by the Cielhi HC on two for-
eimnationas booked for offences underthe
Nercoti Drugs and Psychotmopic Substances
Act, 1935 - that they must “dropa PN an
the google maptoensure that theirlocation
Isavailable to the lnvestigation Oficer.".
This,the topcourt held,wouldviokatethe
undamental ightto privacy under Article
31 “Theinvesfigating agency cannat be per-
mitiedtocontinuouslypeep intothe private
lifeofthe acrused enlarged on bail it sic.
The Stancing Commitee Report of 2023
hed moted that such measures mustonly be
taben with the consentof the incivical "}t
st he sl thatin v amelindof -

Research by George Washingtor
Universityon the impact of lctronic man:
iaring on privacy in 44 S states eporte
that*eople an court supervisianincluding
thase who are on monitors) are aften sub
cted ininvasions of heirhodily autonomy
through random drug testing, blaod an
DA sampling a5 well a5 imvasions ofthe
home through mandaiory homevisi. "

The 268th Reportofthe Law Cammissoy
ofdia, published three manths befare th
§Cverdictrecognisng the fundamenal igh
1o privacy, argued fa electronic monitoring
but acknowledaed the possible “grave an
significant impact on consfitutional rights”

*“Such monitoring must be used anfy i
arave and heinouscrimes, where the accusey
persan has a prior convictian in similarof
foneps” the Ranart sai

NEXT
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President Droupadi Murmu released a report titled
"Prisons in India: Mapping Prison Manuals and Measures
for Reformation and Decongestion", which highlights
electronic tracking as a potential solution to address
overcrowding in Indian prisons.

The report, authored by the Supreme Court’s Centre for
Research and Planning, suggests that electronic
monitoring (such as ankle or bracelet trackers) could be a
cost-effective alternative to incarceration and help
alleviate overcrowding, with prisons in India facing a
131.4% occupancy rate as of December 2022. Over 75%
of prisoners are undertrials, and electronic tracking could
reduce the need for large administrative staff to monitor
such prisoners.
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PIB-Defense(GSlIl) * The 4™ edition of India- Malaysia Joint Military Exercise
HARIMAU SHAKTI commenced today, at Bentong camp,
Pahang district, Malaysia. The Exercise is scheduled to be
conducted from 2" to 15t December 2024.

* Indian contingent comprising of 78 personnel is being
represented by a Battalion of MAHAR Regiment. The
Malaysian contingent is being represented
by 123 personnel from The Royal Malaysian Regiment.
Joint Exercise HARIMAU SHAKTI is an annual training
event conducted alternatively in India and Malaysia. Last
edition was conducted in Nov 2023 at Umroi
Cantonment in Meghalaya, India.

* Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military
capability of both sides to undertake counter insurgency
operations in jungle terrain under Chapter VIl of the
United Nations Mandate. The exercise will focus on
operations in the jungle environment.

sty ofDefene

INDIA- NALAYGIA JOINT WILITARY EXERCISE RARIMAU SHAKTI
COMNENGES IN BENTONG CANP,MALAYSIA

Posfd On: 02 DEC 20241 06PM by P e
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Over 94 Lakh Candidates Trained Under PMKVY Since 2019-
20: Union Minister Jayant Chaudhary

Since the financial year 2019-20, around 94 lakh
candidates have been trained under Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is the
flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development &
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) implemented by National Skill
Development Corporation. The objective of this Skill
Certification Scheme is to enable a large number of
Indian youth to take up industry-relevant skill training
that will help them in securing a better livelihood.
Individuals with prior learning experience or skills will
also be assessed and certified under Recognition of Prior
Learning (RPL).
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India Records 45% Surge In FDI To $29.79 Billion In April-

Sept
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The Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has witnessed
tremendous growth of 45 per cent to over 29 billion
dollars in April to September this year as compared to
the same period last year. According to the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), the
main sectors of the economy that benefited from the FDI
include services, computer software and hardware,
telecom, automobile, pharmaceuticals and chemicals.
The FDI inflows lead to higher investments and job
creation in the economy along with better technology.
The FDI inflows for the second quarter from July to
September also surged by 43 per cent to 13.6 billion
dollars during the current financial year compared to the
same quarter last financial year.



