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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page8
The Union Cabinet approved the ‘One Nation One 
Subscription’ (ONOS) initiative for centralised access to 
research articles and journal publication for government 
higher education institutions and research and 
development (R&D) laboratories of the central government.
The central government has allocated ₹6,000 crore for 
ONOS until 2027. All higher education institutions under 
central or State governments and R&D institutions of central 
government can avail the benefits of the initiative through a 
national subscription.
What is ONOS?
ONOS is a plan to consolidate researchers’ subscriptions to 
prominent academic journals and other similar publications. 
Once in place, the ONOS initiative will provide access to 
journal articles to all individuals in India for one “centrally 
negotiated payment”. The ONOS will replace individual 
institutional journal subscriptions.
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• The government scrapped 30-month old windfall profit 

tax on domestically-produced crude oil and on export of 
jet fuel (ATF), diesel and petrol following a decline in 
international oil prices.

• India first imposed windfall profit taxes on July 1, 2022 
joining a growing number of nations that tax super 
normal profits of energy companies. 

• Windfall taxes are designed to tax the profits a company 
derives from an external, sometimes unprecedented 
event— for instance, the energy price-rise as a result of 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

• These are profits that cannot be attributed to something 
the firm actively did, like an investment strategy or an 
expansion of business. The United States Congressional 
Research Service (CRS) defines a windfall as an 
“unearned, unanticipated gain in income through no 
additional effort or expense”.
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• a small group of scientists and cultural experts in New 

Zealand began studying a spade-toothed whale, one of 
the rarest and most enigmatic species in the world. Only 
seven spade-toothed whales have ever been spotted, 
and none has been seen alive.

• Spade-toothed whales are believed to live in the deep 
waters of the Southern Pacific Ocean and are known for 
their extreme diving abilities.

.
• .
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 2 • The government is formulating non-negotiable and 
minimum core accessibility rules in compliance with 
Supreme Court orders.

• Consultation: Rules being drafted in consultation with 
other ministries, rights bodies, and stakeholders for a 
barrier-free environment in buildings and digital portals.

• Enforcement: Stricter enforcement measures include 
larger fines, penalties, and withholding completion 
certificates for non-compliance.
Initiatives:Launch of standard Bharti Braille code draft for 
a unified Braille script in 13 Indian languages.
Sugamya Bharat Yatra, where persons with disabilities 
will travel across major cities and towns to assess and 
rate the accessibility of public establishments

.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 9 • The Manipur Government constituted a state-level 
committee to review the implementation of the Inner 
Line Permit (ILP) system after 29 people were found to 
have been issued ILP in violation of guidelines.

• The Inner Line Permit (ILP) is an official travel document
required for Indian citizens from outside certain 
protected states to enter these areas for a limited 
period.

• Established under the Bengal Eastern Frontier 
Regulations, 1873, initially to protect British commercial 
interests, the ILP now aims to safeguard tribal cultures 
in northeastern India.

• There are various types of ILPs, including those for 
tourism and long-term stays.

Tourist ILPs are typically issued routinely.
The states which require the permit are:

Arunachal Pradesh
Mizoram
Nagaland
Manipur

•
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 15 • President Droupadi Murmu released a report titled 
"Prisons in India: Mapping Prison Manuals and Measures 
for Reformation and Decongestion", which highlights 
electronic tracking as a potential solution to address 
overcrowding in Indian prisons. 

• The report, authored by the Supreme Court’s Centre for 
Research and Planning, suggests that electronic 
monitoring (such as ankle or bracelet trackers) could be a 
cost-effective alternative to incarceration and help 
alleviate overcrowding, with prisons in India facing a 
131.4% occupancy rate as of December 2022. Over 75% 
of prisoners are undertrials, and electronic tracking could 
reduce the need for large administrative staff to monitor 
such prisoners.

.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Defense(GSIII) • The 4th edition of India- Malaysia Joint Military Exercise 
HARIMAU SHAKTI commenced today, at Bentong camp, 
Pahang district, Malaysia. The Exercise is scheduled to be 
conducted from 2nd to 15th December 2024.

• Indian contingent comprising of 78 personnel is being 
represented by a Battalion of MAHAR Regiment. The 
Malaysian contingent is being represented 
by 123 personnel from The Royal Malaysian Regiment. 
Joint Exercise HARIMAU SHAKTI is an annual training 
event conducted alternatively in India and Malaysia. Last 
edition was conducted in Nov 2023 at Umroi
Cantonment in Meghalaya, India.

• Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military 
capability of both sides to undertake counter insurgency 
operations in jungle terrain under Chapter VII of the 
United Nations Mandate. The exercise will focus on 
operations in the jungle environment.
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Air-Economy(GSIII) • Since the financial year 2019-20, around 94 lakh 
candidates have been trained under Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY).

• Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) is the 
flagship scheme of the Ministry of Skill Development & 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) implemented by National Skill 
Development Corporation. The objective of this Skill 
Certification Scheme is to enable a large number of 
Indian youth to take up industry-relevant skill training 
that will help them in securing a better livelihood. 
Individuals with prior learning experience or skills will 
also be assessed and certified under Recognition of Prior 
Learning (RPL).
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Air-Economy(GSIII) • The Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has witnessed 
tremendous growth of 45 per cent to over 29 billion 
dollars in April to September this year as compared to 
the same period last year. According to the Department 
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), the 
main sectors of the economy that benefited from the FDI 
include services, computer software and hardware, 
telecom, automobile, pharmaceuticals and chemicals.

• The FDI inflows lead to higher investments and job 
creation in the economy along with better technology. 
The FDI inflows for the second quarter from July to 
September also surged by 43 per cent to 13.6 billion 
dollars during the current financial year compared to the 
same quarter last financial year.
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