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GDP growth hits 54% In
02, lowest in 7 quarters

This is much lower than independent projections; India’s economy faces challenges in achieving
RBIS fullvear growth forecast of 72%: strong rebound needed in the second half to reach target

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

n what economists
termed as a sign of

trouble, India’s real
GDP growth slumped to a
seven-quarter low of 5.4%
in the July to September
2024 quarter, much lower
than even the most pessi
mistic independent projec-
tions, from a five-quarter
nadiv of 6.7% in the frst
guarter (1), with Gross Va-
lue Added (GVA) growth
slowing to 5.8% from 6.8%.
While Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) officials had re-
cently  estimated  GDP
growth of 6.8% in Q2 citing
economic activity indica-
tors, the Central bank's of-
ficial estimate enunciated
in its October monetary
policy review was 7%, Real
N0 had ceenam @ 102 0 tha

Downward trend

India’s real GOP slumped to a seven-guarter low of 5.4% inthe

July-September 2024 quarter
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while GVA growth was 7.7%
in that quarter.

The REI has projected a
full-vear GDP growth of
7.2% for 2024-25 and the Fi-
nance  Ministry  expects
growth in the 6.5% to ™%
range, but this may require
a sharp rebound in the se-

erovried half of tha vanr ae ranl

this April and September
as per the NS0 data. This is
the slowest  siv-month
growth print since the se-
cond half of 2022-23 when
GO rose 5.3%, and mark-
edly lower than the 8.2%
rise recorded in the first
half of 2023-24,

Ban] CA mroaeeth fiar tha

Core sectors’
output up 3.1%
in October

NEW DELHI

Cutpat in India's eight core
infrastructure sectors, which
constitute a tad over 40% of
industrial praduction,
recovered toorise 3.0% in
October, the best performance
in three manths in terms of
growth and absolute levels, ICC
recevered 1.9%, » PAGE 13

mated at 6.2%, marginally
higher than the GDP print,
reversing a trend of GDP
prowth surpassing the va-
lue added in the economy
seen through 2023-24.

CONTIMUED ON
* PAGE 10
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India’s GDP growth for the July-September quarter (Q2 of
FY25) slowed to 5.4 per cent, reflecting a sharp fall from
8.1 per cent in the same period last year and 6.7 per cent
in the April-June quarter (Q1FY25).

This was disappointing, even though moderation has
been predicted for some time, with some economists
maintaining a dim view of a recovery in the second half
of the financial year. Coming on the back of retail
inflation which has surged to 6.2 per cent, this was seen
as a setback.
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Silica mining: NGT asks CPCB to
prepare pan-India guidelines

‘Mining poses health risks to people working in plants or residing nearby’; green court directs the
Uttar Pradesh government to create necessary medical infrastructure without further delay

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

he National Green :
TTribunal (NGT) on £
Friday directed the

r‘r\ni-r‘n] nﬂ”l":ﬁﬂ Fﬁﬁ"l“ﬁ]

lease holders are operating
silica sand mines. Neces-
= qary medical infrastruc-
ture for prevention and
treatment of affected work-
ers shall be arranged with-

vk amr farthar Aalag?
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The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Friday directed the
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to prepare
detailed pan-India guidelines for silica sand mining and
silica washing plants within three months.

A silica sand washing plant is used to remove impurities
and contaminants from silica sand. Both mining and
washing pose health risks to people working in the plants
or residing nearby. They also cause silicosis, an
occupational lung disease caused by prolonged
inhalation of silica dust.

The green court was hearing a petition on illegal silica
sand mining in Uttar Pradesh.

“CPCB is directed to prepare detailed guidelines in
respect of silica sand mining and silica washing plants, to
be followed and observed by the concerned Statutory
Regulators while granting permission for mining and
washing plants and circulate the same to all concerned
within three months
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Economic factors, cultural reverence behind
human-lion coexistence in Gujarat: Study

MIKHIL GHANEKAR
MEW DELHI, NOVEMEER 28

ASIATIC LIONS are co-existing
wiith humans in Gujarat's forests,
the anly home for their entire
population of 674 in India, owing
o factors such as ouliural and re-
ligious reverence for the big cats,
government compensation for
Ivestock deaths and availability
of abandoned cattle the lions feed
on, new research has revealed.

Analysing data of over 14,000
livestock depredations and
11000 compensation claims, at-
tacks on humans and surveys
acrass 277 villages, the research
attemnpted to find out reasons be-
hind the human-lion coexistence.
The data analysed for the study
published in Carsenation Bialogy
wias from 2012 to 2017, although
the researchers mapped changes
inlionrange and popaulation for a
longer period.

The research revealed that
earnings from wildlife tourism
and sociocultural acceptance

EXPLAINED

Why Gujaratonly
. home of Asiatic lions

COMSERVATIONISTS HAVE called for transhocation of lions from
Gagjarat o neighbouring Madhya Pradesh to improve genetic
exchange in the source population and as a guardrail against
disease and infections. Even the Supreme Court ruled in favour
of their translocation in 2013, However, this order has not yet
been implemented as Cujarat has argued against it in the top
court, favouring intra-state lion dispersal plans instead.

were key economic drivers for
higher tolerance of the predator
among humans. People living
around lions associate the apex
predator with bocal pride for its
charismaand revere it due toreli-
gious sentiments, the study noted.

The lions, on the other hand,
have benefited on bweo counits —
with greater human acceptance,
they can move around outside
Gir's protected areas, and, owing
o cultural practices, old cattle are
abandoned which form a big
chunk of the lions" diet. The co-

existence comes inthe badkdrop
of the geographic range of lions
rising by 36% between 2015 and
2020 and their population in-
creasing at 6% per annum.

This coexistence though is
delicately poised, the research
fiound, and suggested conserva-
tion management interventions
o mitigate conflict and protect
the lions. Since economic driv-
ers play an important nole in co-
existence, the researchers rec-
ommended that the livestock
compensation scheme should

be revised regularly, and also
favoured the idea of a livestodk
insurance scheme.

To reduce attacks on humans
and livestock, the study pre-
scribed that lion prides in risk
hotspots should be monitored
proactively, using radio collars
with virtual geofences that can
miggerwaming signals. This, the
study said, can pre-empt lion
movemnent and mitigate nega-
tive human-lion interactions.

“The lions and communities
are co-adapting to coexist. And
benefits to each other, lions and
people, excead the costs of living
together, resulting in coexis-
tence,” said wildlife scentist YV
Jhala, whioco-authored the study
with Keshab Gogoi, Kaushik
Banerjee, Stotra Chakrabarti of
‘Wildlife Institute of India and
Anirudh Pratap Singh of the
Guijarat Forest Departmment.

The survey also revealed that
people belonging to “high-and
moderate-conflict villages™ wene
muare tolerant of lions than vil-
lages with no conflact.

NEXT
1 AS]

Asiatic Lions — whose entire population numbering 674 is
in Gujarat — co-exist with humans through mutual
adaptation, enforced legal protection, economic drivers,
and government compensation for livestock, among
others, revealed new research released Thursday.

Asiatic lions are slightly smaller than African lions.

Asiatic lions are found only in the Gir Forest, with
population growth from 523 in 2015 to 674 in 2020.
IUCN Red List Status : Endangered
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Govt proposes raising
FDI limit in insurance
from 74% to 100%

RAVIDUTTA MISHRA
& HITESHWVYAS
MEW DELHI, ROVEMEER 29

THE MO Finance BAimistryon
Friday released a consultation
paper proposing @ raise the
Foreign Darect Investrmeert (FOIL)
limit im the irsuance sechor Eromm
74 per cenit to W0 peer cent. The
FIOl limnat i the imsurance secior
wwas previowshy increased from
49 per cent iz 74 per cent in
Februarmny 2021

The goevermareent stated that
the proposal to amend certain
provisions of imsurance Laws
aims b ensure accessibility and
affordability of insuramce fior cit-
izencs, foster the exgransion and
development of the insurance
induestny, and streamiline basi-
eSS PIMCSES8S.

“In thi= regard, a comprehen-
siwve rewview of the legislative
framenssork soverming the secior
has been condocted in consulta-
Tiom withh  the [Insurance
Resulatory and Development
Aarthvority [ TR amd thee imadnes-
. The proposal inchsdes rmising
the= AW BErmuit in Indian insurance

wiell as activities relaed or imec-
dental b insuramnce,” am affice
memorandum dated Mowvemiser
25 staved.

The proposal further meen—
tioneed thar the requirement of
Met Ohvwened Funds for foreigm
reinsurers is also proposed o e
reduced from Bs 5 08 crore o
Fs 1,000 crore. Addstionalby, 1IR-
DAl is Te=ing ermpopeaseredd fo spaec-
ify lonerer entmy capital [not less
than Rs 50 crore ) for under-
served or unserved segrments.on
a gpe=rcial-case basis.

Motabdhy, thee Chai rmnan of the
Insurance Hesulatory andd
Dewelopment Aurthority of Imdia
[IRIOAL), Debhasish Pamnda, hadd e
8= thiis mmoarth al =0 acheoscabed fior
100 per cent foreign direct in-
westmment in the sechor, catimg thee
need for significant capital to
meet the ambitious “Insuramce
For Adl by 07T wrisioms

The= s=chor reguillabor is mak—
inge efforts o alract eore cCapi-
tal o this capital-intensive mcdus-
ry. Accordinge o the [RDEI
Chairman, the insuranoe secbor
needs o infuse approcdmate by
OO0 crnore anaaeal by to doas-
ble= insuramnce penstration in thee

NEXT
1 AS]

: The Union Finance Ministry proposed raising the
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) limit in the insurance
sector from 74% to 100%.

Aim: To enhance accessibility and affordability of
insurance, foster industry expansion, and streamline
business processes.

Review: A comprehensive review was conducted with
the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority
(IRDAI) and the industry.

Additional Changes:

Reduction in Net Owned Funds requirement for foreign
reinsurers from 5,000 crore to 1,000 crore.

IRDAI empowered to specify lower entry capital for
underserved segments on a special-case basis.
Advocacy: IRDAI Chairman, Debasish Panda, advocated
for 100% FDI to meet the "Insurance for All by 2047"
vision.

Capital Requirement: The insurance sector needs to
infuse approximately 50,000 crore annually to double
insurance penetration.
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HOW SCIENTISTS TOOK FIRST DETAILED
IMAGE OF STAR OUTSIDE OUR GALAXY

F0R THE first time, scentists have suc-
seeded in taking a soomed-in picture of
1 star im another galaxy. The star, known
15 WOH GiE-, is located 160,000 light
ears away in the Large Magellansc Cloesd .

The scientists have described their
bservations in the poumal Astrorormy
1 Astroplaysics.

doww wras the picture taken?

Lintil nimew, researchers have taken pic-
ures of stars in other galaxies that shaaer
hem as little more than points of light.
Sowwever, with the help of the European
s:outhern Observatory’s Very Large
lelescope Interferometer (WVITTL they have
evealed a detailed image of VWOH GE4A.

VLT comprises four 8-metre diame-
er telescopes situated in Cerro Paranal,
“hile. It also has an interferometer called
SRAVITY that combines the light from
he telescopes o achieve the resolution
3f a much larger telescope, according ta
eport by The MNew York Times.

Ahat do wvwe know abowt WIOH GG47
WIOH G4 is around 20800 tdimes the
fiameterof the Sun.
The new photo has revealed that the
itaris entering the last stages ofits life. In
ecent years, WOH GEd has blowwn off its

Thiis is the first close-up piciture of a
star in another galacoy. Thee NYT

ourter Llayer, and it is now surmounded by
wireaths and arcs of gas amd dust.

Dr Jacoo van Loon, co-author of the
study, todd The Guardier, “Massive stars
explode with an energy equivalent to the
Sumn shaming fior all ofits 10 billlion vears of
lafiz. .. Astronomers have found some of
the stars that exploded in older images.
But we have never seen a star change ina
wiay that signals its imminent death.™

When big stars like WWOH GE4 exchanst
their nuclear fuel which keeps them
burming. their cores collapse. Somme mas-
sive stars oollapse directhy to fionmn a black
hole. Others collapse and lead o am ex-
plosion called supernova, which pro-
duces mamy ele ments. EMNS

-

NEXT
1 AS]

For the first time, scientists have captured a detailed
image of a star in another galaxy, WOH G64, located
160,000 light-years away in the Large Magellanic Cloud.
The star is surrounded by an egg-shaped cocoon of gas
and dust, and is believed to be the largest star in its
galaxy, around 2,000 times the diameter of the Sun.
The image was taken using the European Southern
Observatory's Very Large Telescope Interferometer (VLTI)
in Chile, which combines light from four 8-meter
telescopes to achieve high resolution.

WOH G64 is nearing the end of its life, having shed its
outer layers. It is expected to undergo a supernova
explosion, potentially collapsing into a black hole. This
marks the first time astronomers have observed a star’s
imminent death in such detail, providing valuable
insights into stellar evolution.
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PIB-Governance(GS2) * According to the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of

Business in the Council of States (Rajya Sabha), under
Rule 267, members can give a written notice to suspend
all listed businesses to discuss an issue of importance the
country is facing.

* The Rules regulate the conduct of businesses and also
allow MPs to raise matters of importance for discussion
and debate.

Viee Presidents Secretarial

Rule 267 15 being weaponised as a mechanism of disruption, says Chaiman RS,

Cnaiman RS express deep anquish and absole pain over the disuption of normal working of house

Posted On: 23 NOV 2024 1:43PM by P18 Celhi
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ity of Defence

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT FUND SCHEME

Posted O 29 NOV 2024 1:10PH by PIB Delh

-

NEXT
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Technology Development Fund Scheme is a program of
Ministry of Defence (MoD) executed by DRDO under
“Make-in-India” initiative.

The Government has approved TDF Scheme to
encourage participation of public/private industries
especially MSMEs and start-ups to design and develop
various defence technologies indigenously.
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Government of India and ADB sign $98 million loan to promote plant health
management in India’s horticulture

Plant health management promoted through the project will also help farmers adapt to climate change,

as rising temperatures not only cause extreme weather events but also affect pest and disease
behaviour

Posted On: 29 NOV 2024 &:21PM by PIB Delhi

-

NEXT
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The Government of India and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) today signed a $98 million loan to improve
horticulture crop farmers’ access to certified disease-free
planting materials, which will boost their crops’ yield,
quality, and resilience to climate impacts.

The signatories to the loan agreement for the Building
India's Clean Plant Programme were Ms. Juhi Mukherjee,
Joint Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Finance, and Kai Wei Yeo Officer-in-Charge of ADB’s
India Resident Mission, for ADB.

After signing the agreement, Ms. Mukherjee stated that
the ADB funding will promote plant health that is vital for
improving productivity of farmers.

“The project supports the Government of

India’s Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Programme (CPP) that
enhances plant health management. It will help develop
regulatory framework and institutional systems to
effectively implement the CPP for horticulture in India.
The project will involve close consultation with private
nurseries, researchers, state governments, and growers’
associations to ensure its success and sustainability,
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Ninistry of Law and Jusfice

As on October 2024, 313 Gram Nyayalayas are funcfioning across the country
Which have disposed of more than 2,99 lakh cases during December 2024

Lok Adalats

Posted On: 2 NOV 2024 3.337M by PIB Deli

-
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As of October 2024, there are 688 District Courts and
313 Gram Nyayalayas functioning across India. The Gram
Nyayalayas, established under the Gram Nyayalayas Act,
2008, aim to provide access to justice at the grassroots
level, particularly in rural areas. These courts have
disposed of over 2.99 lakh cases from December 2020 to
October 2024.

The Law Commission of India, in its 114 th Report, had
suggested establishment of Gram Nyayalayas for
providing affordable and quick access to justice to the
citizens at their doorsteps. The Gram Nyayalayas Bill was
passed by the Parliament on 22nd December 2008 and
the Gram Nyayalayas Act came into force with effect
from 02nd October, 2009. The Act extends to the whole
of India, except to the States of Nagaland, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and to the tribal areas specified in Parts
, Il, 1A and Il of the Table below paragraph 20 of the
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India within the
States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram,
respectively.
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Air-Economy(GSili) * Govt has diversified Kisan Credit Card scheme by

expanding it to fisheries, animal husbandry, other
sectors:

* The Kisan Credit Card (KCC)scheme was introduced in
1998 for issue of Kisan Credit Cards to farmers on the
basis of their holdings for uniform adoption by the banks
so that farmers may use them to readily purchase
agriculture inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides

|

|

|
Govt Has Diversified Kisan Credit Card Scheme By .
|
|
|
|
! etc. and draw cash for their production needs. The
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Expanding It To Fisheries, Animal Hushandry, Other
Sectors: FM Sitharaman

scheme was further extended for the investment credit
requirement of farmers viz. allied and non-farm activities
in the year 2004.




