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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page1 • India’s GDP growth for the July-September quarter (Q2 of 
FY25) slowed to 5.4 per cent, reflecting a sharp fall from 
8.1 per cent in the same period last year and 6.7 per cent 
in the April-June quarter (Q1FY25).

• This was disappointing, even though moderation has 
been predicted for some time, with some economists 
maintaining a dim view of a recovery in the second half 
of the financial year. Coming on the back of retail 
inflation which has surged to 6.2 per cent, this was seen 
as a setback.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII) –Page5
• The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Friday directed the 

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) to prepare 
detailed pan-India guidelines for silica sand mining and 
silica washing plants within three months.

• A silica sand washing plant is used to remove impurities 
and contaminants from silica sand. Both mining and 
washing pose health risks to people working in the plants 
or residing nearby. They also cause silicosis, an 
occupational lung disease caused by prolonged 
inhalation of silica dust.

• The green court was hearing a petition on illegal silica 
sand mining in Uttar Pradesh.

• “CPCB is directed to prepare detailed guidelines in 
respect of silica sand mining and silica washing plants, to 
be followed and observed by the concerned Statutory 
Regulators while granting permission for mining and 
washing plants and circulate the same to all concerned 
within three months

.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 • Asiatic Lions – whose entire population numbering 674 is 
in Gujarat – co-exist with humans through mutual 
adaptation, enforced legal protection, economic drivers, 
and government compensation for livestock, among 
others, revealed new research released Thursday.

• Asiatic lions are slightly smaller than African lions.
• Asiatic lions are found only in the Gir Forest, with 

population growth from 523 in 2015 to 674 in 2020.
• IUCN Red List Status : Endangered

.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 15 • : The Union Finance Ministry proposed raising the 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) limit in the insurance 
sector from 74% to 100%.

• Aim: To enhance accessibility and affordability of 
insurance, foster industry expansion, and streamline 
business processes.

• Review: A comprehensive review was conducted with 
the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority 
(IRDAI) and the industry.

• Additional Changes:
Reduction in Net Owned Funds requirement for foreign 
reinsurers from ₹5,000 crore to ₹1,000 crore.
IRDAI empowered to specify lower entry capital for 
underserved segments on a special-case basis.
Advocacy: IRDAI Chairman, Debasish Panda, advocated 
for 100% FDI to meet the "Insurance for All by 2047" 
vision.

• Capital Requirement: The insurance sector needs to 
infuse approximately ₹50,000 crore annually to double 
insurance penetration.
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Indian Express-Space(GSIII)-Page 17 • For the first time, scientists have captured a detailed 
image of a star in another galaxy, WOH G64, located 
160,000 light-years away in the Large Magellanic Cloud. 
The star is surrounded by an egg-shaped cocoon of gas 
and dust, and is believed to be the largest star in its 
galaxy, around 2,000 times the diameter of the Sun.

• The image was taken using the European Southern 
Observatory's Very Large Telescope Interferometer (VLTI) 
in Chile, which combines light from four 8-meter 
telescopes to achieve high resolution.
WOH G64 is nearing the end of its life, having shed its 
outer layers. It is expected to undergo a supernova 
explosion, potentially collapsing into a black hole. This 
marks the first time astronomers have observed a star’s 
imminent death in such detail, providing valuable 
insights into stellar evolution.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Governance(GS2) • According to the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in the Council of States (Rajya Sabha), under 
Rule 267, members can give a written notice to suspend 
all listed businesses to discuss an issue of importance the 
country is facing.

• The Rules regulate the conduct of businesses and also 
allow MPs to raise matters of importance for discussion 
and debate.
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PIB-Defense(GS3) • Technology Development Fund Scheme is a program of 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) executed by DRDO under 
“Make-in-India” initiative.

• The Government has approved TDF Scheme to 
encourage participation of public/private industries 
especially MSMEs and start-ups to design and develop 
various defence technologies indigenously.
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PIB-Economy(GS3) • The Government of India and the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) today signed a $98 million loan to improve 
horticulture crop farmers’ access to certified disease-free 
planting materials, which will boost their crops’ yield, 
quality, and resilience to climate impacts.

• The signatories to the loan agreement for the Building 
India's Clean Plant Programme were Ms. Juhi Mukherjee, 
Joint Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry 
of Finance, and Kai Wei Yeo Officer-in-Charge of ADB’s 
India Resident Mission, for ADB.

• After signing the agreement, Ms. Mukherjee stated that 
the ADB funding will promote plant health that is vital for 
improving productivity of farmers.

• “The project supports the Government of 
India’s Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Programme (CPP) that 
enhances plant health management. It will help develop 
regulatory framework and institutional systems to 
effectively implement the CPP for horticulture in India. 
The project will involve close consultation with private 
nurseries, researchers, state governments, and growers’ 
associations to ensure its success and sustainability,
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PIB-Governance(GS2) • As of October 2024, there are 688 District Courts and 
313 Gram Nyayalayas functioning across India. The Gram 
Nyayalayas, established under the Gram Nyayalayas Act, 
2008, aim to provide access to justice at the grassroots 
level, particularly in rural areas. These courts have 
disposed of over 2.99 lakh cases from December 2020 to 
October 2024.

• The Law Commission of India, in its 114 th Report, had 
suggested establishment of Gram Nyayalayas for 
providing affordable and quick access to justice to the 
citizens at their doorsteps. The Gram Nyayalayas Bill was 
passed by the Parliament on 22nd December 2008 and 
the Gram Nyayalayas Act came into force with effect 
from 02nd October, 2009. The Act extends to the whole 
of India, except to the States of Nagaland, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Sikkim and to the tribal areas specified in Parts 
I, II, IIA and III of the Table below paragraph 20 of the 
Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India within the 
States of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, 
respectively.
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Air-Economy(GSIII) • Govt has diversified Kisan Credit Card scheme by 
expanding it to fisheries, animal husbandry, other 
sectors:

• The Kisan Credit Card (KCC)scheme was introduced in 
1998 for issue of Kisan Credit Cards to farmers on the 
basis of their holdings for uniform adoption by the banks 
so that farmers may use them to readily purchase 
agriculture inputs such as seeds, fertilizers, pesticides 
etc. and draw cash for their production needs. The 
scheme was further extended for the investment credit 
requirement of farmers viz. allied and non-farm activities 
in the year 2004.
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