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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 10 • The Centre has launched the 21st livestock census (LC), 
the five-yearly exercise of counting the country’s 
livestock, here on Friday (October 25, 2024). Union 
Minister for Animal Husbandry and Dairying Rajiv Ranjan
Singh said the census plays a key role in shaping policies 
that ensure the sustainable growth of country’s livestock 
sector.

• Mr. Singh said the livestock sector is not only a major 
contributor to rural economy but also a significant source 
of nutrition, employment, and income for millions of 
households. 

• The 21st Livestock Census will provide us with updated 
data on the livestock population, which will allow the 
government to address key issues like disease control, 
breed improvement, and rural livelihoods. With the 
digital advancements introduced in this census, we are 
confident that the data collected will be more accurate, 
timely, and comprehensive than ever before.
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The Hindu-Art(GSI)/Governance(GSII)-Page 10 
• The Union Ministry of Culture is set to “revive and 

relaunch” the National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM) 
and is mulling the formation of an autonomous body to 
help preserve ancient texts in India.

• Presently, NMM is a part of the Indira Gandhi National 
Centre for Arts. The new body, likely to be named the 
National Manuscripts Authority, will be an autonomous 
entity under the Ministry, sources told The Hindu.

• The Ministry had held a meeting chaired by Culture 
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat on October 14 to 
discuss the way forward.

• The meeting took stock of NMM’s achievements since its 
establishment in 2003, Mr. Singh told The Hindu.

• The NMM stated that till date metadata of 52 lakh 
manuscripts has been prepared and roughly over 3 lakh 
titles have been digitised, he said. However, only one-
third of them have been uploaded.

• The NMM also stated that over the past 21 years, it had 
undertaken preventive and curative conservation of 9 
crore folios.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 12 
• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and the 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) have inked an 
agreement to design and conduct experiments, which 
will then be integrated into the forthcoming Bharatiya
Antariksh Station (BAS), India’s proposed indigenous 
space station.The BAS is expected to take shape from 
2028-2035.Some of the experiments being mooted 
include how weightlessness can influence muscle loss on 
those in space, what kind of algae may be suitable as 
nutrients or to preserve food for longer, how some algae 
may be processed to make jet fuel, and the impact of 
radiation on the health of those aboard space stations.

• Before the BAS, the major mission on ISRO’s plate is the 
Gaganyaan mission, which will be India’s first crewed 
mission to space that is expected to launch in 2025-2026.

• The ISRO-DBT collaboration stems from another initiative 
this year called the BIOE3 (Biotechnology for Economy, 
Environment and Employment) policy by the Department 
of Biotechnology (DBT) that aims to stimulate ‘bio-
manufacturing’ in India. 
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The Hindu  –GS 2(Welfare Schemes)-Page 12
• Between April and September, 84.8 lakh workers 

registered under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) found their 
names deleted from the programme, as per a study 
released by Lib Tech, a consortium of academics and 
activists.

• The highest number of workers removed from the 
scheme is from Tamil Nadu (14.7%) followed by 
Chhattisgarh (14.6%).

• The high rate of deletions has coincided with the 
government’s push for the Aadhaar-Based Payment 
System (ABPS). In January 2023, the Ministry of Rural 
Development mandated the nationwide implementation 
of the ABPS for the MGNREGS.

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (Mahatma Gandhi NREGS) Provides at least 100 
days of wage employment per financial year to 
households with adult members willing to perform 
unskilled manual work.

• It Mandates that at least one-third of beneficiaries be 
women, ensuring their participation in the program.
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The Hindu  –GS 3(Economy)-Page 13
• The government has doubled the loan limit under the 

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) to ₹20 lakh to 
promote entrepreneurship in the country.

• This increase aspires to further the overall objective of 
the Mudra Scheme which is funding the unfunded

• “The limit of Mudra loans will be enhanced to ₹20 lakh 
from the current ₹10 lakh for those entrepreneurs who 
have availed and successfully repaid previous loans 
under the ‘Tarun category’,

• This enhancement is specifically beneficial to upcoming 
entrepreneurs facilitating their growth and expansion. 
The move is in alignment with the government’s 
commitment in fostering a robust entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

• The guarantee coverage of PMMY loans for amounts up 
to ₹20 lakh will be provided under the Credit Guarantee 
Fund for Micro Units (CGFMU).
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The Hindu –Economy(GSIII)-Edition-International-
Page 11

• India’s coking coal imports for the first six months of the 
current fiscal (April – September) were at a six-year-high 
at 29.6 million tonne (mt) with shipments from Russia 
witnessing a substantial rise of over 200% during this 
period.

• Shipments increased by around 3% on a y-o-y basis, 
against 28.8 mt in the comparative period last year.

• Current coking coal imports are higher than the H1 FY20 
levels of 29.3 mt; while it had dropped to 21.1 mt in H1 
FY21. However, it has been rising steadily since H1 of 
FY22 when it stood at 27.7 mt, and then to 28.8 mt in H1 
FY23; as per data from market intelligence firm, BigMint.

• Rising coking coal imports have coincided with higher 
steel production in India,” a market participant 
told businessline.Incidentally, Indian mills continued to 
take advantage of discounted supplies of coking coal 
from Russia. However, they have reduced sourcing from 
Australia. India is the second-largest producer of crude 
steel and the largest coking coal importer..
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Indian Express –Environment (GSIII)-Page 19 • Biodiversity is declining more quickly inside key 
protected areas than outside them, according to a new 
study. The findings, which raise questions about the 
ongoing conservation practices, suggest that merely 
designating more areas as protected “will not 
automatically result in better outcomes for biodiversity”.

• The analysis was carried out by the Natural History 
Museum (NHM), based in London, and published on 
Monday.The researchers involved in the study examined 
the Biodiversity Intactness Index (BII), which estimates 
how much of a region’s natural biodiversity is still left on 
average.They found that the index has decreased by 1.88 
percentage points globally between 2000 and 2020.
One of the primary reasons for the decline is that many 
of the protected areas are not designed to safeguard the 
whole ecosystem but only certain species. Another 
threat to the protected areas is oil, gas, and mining 
concessions — land granted by the government to 
companies which explore for and produce oil, natural 
gas, and other hydrocarbons.
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Indian Express –Governance(GSII)-Page 19 • At the end of last month, the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare released draft Guidelines for the 
Withdrawal of Life Support in Terminally Ill Patients 
to operationalise the Supreme Court’s 2018 and 2023 
orders on the right to die with dignity for all Indians.

• The guidelines provide a pathway for state governments 
and hospitals to put in place key mechanisms required by 
the Supreme Court’s order. These include:
• Setting up of Primary and Secondary Medical 

Boards at the level of the hospital, which will 
determine when further medical treatment may not 
be beneficial to a terminally ill patient;

• Nomination of doctors by the district Chief Medical 
Officer or equivalent to hospital-level Secondary 
Medical Boards, which will confirm or reject the 
opinion of the Primary Medical Boards.

Withholding or withdrawing life-sustaining treatment refers 
to discontinuing life-sustaining medical interventions such 
as ventilators and feeding tubes, etc., when these no longer 
help the condition of the patient or prolong their suffering.
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