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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 5 • The changing climate pattern in the hill district of Kerala 
poses a threat to its farming sector. Amid the crop loss 
suffered from incursions by wild animals — and 
creatures like Malabar parakeets and snails — farmers in 
Idukki are now reeling under the menace of spotted 
locust infestation.

• Locusts are the short-horned grasshoppers with highly 
migratory habit, marked polymorphism and voracious 
feeding behavior. They are capable of forming swarms 
(adult’s congregation) and hopper bands (nymphal
congregation). 

• They cause great devastation to natural and cultivated 
vegetation. They are indeed the sleeping giants that can 
flare up any time to inflict heavy damage to the crops 
leading to national emergency of food and fodder.
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The Hindu-Defense(GSIII)-Page 8
• Indian armed forces’ preparedness to deal with “hybrid 

warfare” is one of the 17 subjects that the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on Defence has narrowed down for 
deliberations for the year.

• According to informed sources, Leader of the Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, a member of the 
committee, spoke extensively on the growing danger of 
“non-kinetic warfare” citing the examples of ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine and Israel-Palestine conflicts, where these 
methods have been deployed.

• Kinetic warfare typically means military employing a 
range of weapons. Non-kinetic warfare is an evolving 
concept, it goes beyond the usual military tactics and can 
involve electronic warfare, cyber, information, 
psychological and economic among others. Importantly, 
it can involve non-military stakeholders too. With 
technological progress, many believe that the non-kinetic 
warfare can turn out to be deadlier than the traditional 
methods.
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Indian Express –GS 2(Governance)-Page 7 • The Supreme Court of India has recalled its August 23, 
2022, ruling that deemed certain provisions of the 
Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act, 1988, 
unconstitutional. The earlier decision, made by a bench 
led by former Chief Justice N.V. Ramana, had invalidated 
Section 3(2) of the Act, which imposed jail terms for 
entering into benami transactions, and stated that the 
Act could only be applied prospectively.
On Friday, a new bench led by Chief Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud agreed with Solicitor General Tushar Mehta 
that the constitutional validity of the unamended Act 
was never contested in the initial ruling.

• Additionally, the bench expressed concerns about certain 
findings in a previous judgment upholding the 
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, which allowed 
property possession before trial in exceptional cases, 
stating it could lead to arbitrary application. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express –GS 2(Governance)-Page 12 • The Supreme Court has unveiled a new statue of “Lady 
Justice”, reimagining the image — typically a blindfolded 
woman holding a set of scales in one hand and a sword 
in the other — that is synonymous with legal practice 
around the world.

• The new, six-foot-tall statue in the judges’ library is of a 
saree-clad woman with no blindfold, holding scales and, 
instead of the sword, a copy of the Constitution of India.

• The blindfold in the classic rendition has been popularly 
understood to represent the impartiality of justice, 
whereas the new statue with unimpeded vision is meant 
to signify that “Law is not blind; it sees everyone 
equally,”

• Along with the common law legal system that continues 
to serve as the basis for how India’s judiciary functions, 
the British Raj also introduced the iconography of Lady 
Justice. This image still survives in courthouses around 
the country.
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PIB –Governance(GSII) •

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch the 
‘Karmayogi Saptah’ - National Learning Week on 19th 
October at around 10:30 AM at Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre, New Delhi.

• Mission Karmayogi was launched in September 2020 and 
it has made substantial progress since then. It envisions a 
future-ready civil service rooted in Indian ethos, with a 
global perspective.

• The National Learning Week (NLW) will be the largest 
event of its kind providing fresh impetus towards 
individual and organisational capacity development for 
Civil Servants. This initiative will stimulate a renewed 
commitment to learning and development. NLW aims to 
create a “One Government” message, align everyone 
with national goals and promote lifelong learning.

.
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PIB –Environment(GSIII) • The Union Government has approved three pilot projects 
to utilize hydrogen in steel production.
Objective of the Scheme:
Identify advanced technologies for green hydrogen in 
steelmaking.

• Demonstrate safe operations of hydrogen-based steel 
processes.

• Validate technical feasibility and economic viability for 
low-carbon iron and steel production.

• The National Green Hydrogen Mission was launched on 
January 4, 2023, with an outlay of Rs. 19,744 crores until 
FY 2029-30.
Goals of the Mission:
Promote self-reliance through clean energy.

• Inspire global clean energy transitions.
• Achieve significant decarbonization of the economy.
• Reduce dependence on fossil fuel imports.
• Establish India as a leader in green hydrogen technology 

and markets.
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Air –Governance(GSII) • The Supreme Court today held that the Prohibition of 
Child Marriage Act cannot be stunted by personal laws 
and marriages involving children violate the free will to 
have a life partner of choice.

• A Bench comprising Chief Justice, D.Y. Chandrachud and 
Justices J.B. Pardiwala and Manoj Misra also issued 
guidelines for effective implementation of the law on 
prevention of child marriages in the country.

• During the pronouncement of the judgment, Chief 
Justice Chandrachud emphasized that personal laws 
must not hinder the enforcement of the national statute 
aimed at preventing child marriages. The authorities 
must focus on child marriage prevention and protection 
of minors while penalising offenders as a last resort.

• The bench also noted that the law on Prohibition of Child 
Marriage has certain gaps. The Prohibition of Child 
Marriage Act, 2006 was enacted to prevent child 
marriages and ensure their eradication from society. The 
Act replaced the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929.
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