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The Hindu-Defense(GSIII)-Page 1 • The Government had launched Agnipath scheme on June 
15, 2022 to recruit both male and female aspirants into 
‘below the officer’s rank’ cadre of the three services for a 
period of four years as Agniveers.
• After this period, 25 percent of the recruits are 

retained as full-time soldiers, while the rest are 
released with a one-time financial package.

• Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years 
are eligible to apply for the scheme.
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The Hindu-Social Issues(GSI)Page 6 • The NHRC has expressed serious concern over the social 
practice of Nata Pratha, where girls are sold by their 
family members under the guise of marriage in parts of 
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Gujarat
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The Hindu :_GS 2-IR-Page 13  Norwegian businesses are showing a lot of interest because 
India is the fifth-largest and fastest-growing economy in the 
world, and the recently signed trade pact between India and 
EFTA countries provides a framework for companies to 
operate
Norway will contribute a lot in terms of promoting 
investments in India. Norway is keen on three sectors -
renewable energy, maritime and circular economy
Do you know ?
India and Norway established bilateral relations in February 
1947. Both countries have been enjoying a cordial and 
friendly relationship since then. 
India signed an Agreement on Science and Technology with 
Norway in 2006 for promotion of cooperation in the field of 
S&T.
There has been growth in economic and commercial 
relations between India and Norway in recent years, 
especially in areas such as oil and gas, shipping and 
maritime industries, renewable energy, offshore projects 
and service sectors
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The Hindu- GS 2 –Health (Page 16)  The World Health Organization said on Wednesday a person 
in Mexico had died in the first confirmed human case 
globally of infection with the H5N2 variant of bird flu.
• Avian influenza or bird flu refers to the disease caused by 

infection with avian (bird) influenza (flu) Type A viruses. 
These viruses naturally spread among wild aquatic birds 
worldwide and can infect domestic poultry and other 
bird and animal species.

Mexico
It is located in the southern part of North America.
It borders the United States to the north, Guatemala and 
Belize to the southeast, the Pacific Ocean to the west, and 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea to the east.
Mexico shares its maritime borders with Cuba and 

Honduras.
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The Hindu  –Health (GSII)/S&T(GSIII)-Page 22 
Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is a term for two 

conditions (Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis) that are 
characterized by chronic inflammation of the 
gastrointestinal (GI) tract. Prolonged inflammation results in 
damage to the GI tract.
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Indian Express:GS 2-IR-Page 15 Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif is on a five-day 
visit to China, his country’s biggest and most important ally. 
The second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is expected to be formally announced during the 
visit.The first phase of CPEC focused on infrastructure, 
energy, and port development projects
CPEC — one of OBOR’s largest investments — was formally 
launched in 2015 during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s two-
day state visit to Pakistan.
The main project was establishing the corridor connecting 
Pakistan’s Gwadar port in Balochistan to China’s Kashgar in 
south-western Xinjiang region.
India’s opposition to CPEC
Since its inception, India has opposed CPEC as most of its 
projects run through areas in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir 
(PoK). Cutting through Gilgit-Baltistan, CPEC projects link 
Balochistan to China’s Xinjiang region. New Delhi has always 
maintained that PoK was an integral part of India and has 
been illegally occupied by Pakistan since 1947.
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PIB :GS 2-Governance • Chhattisgarh-based Coal India subsidiary South Eastern 
Coalfields Limited’s (SECL) NEET coaching assistance CSR 
program “SECL Ke Sushrut” has delivered exceptional 
results

• Launched in 2023, the "SECL ke Sushrut" initiative was 
designed to provide free residential medical coaching to 
Class 12 students from economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds, particularly in the coal belt areas of 
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Students were 
selected through a competitive exam based on the NEET 
pattern, and coaching was provided in partnership with a 
private coaching institute in Bilaspur.
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PIB :GS 2-IR • The IPEF Ministerial Statement of 14 November 2023 
declared substantial conclusion of negotiations for Clean 
Economy, Fair Economy, and the overarching Agreement 
on the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity. 
Pursuant to this, the IPEF partners completed legal 
review of the text for these agreements and domestic 
approval processes.

• IPEF was launched on 23 May 2022 at Tokyo, Japan, 
comprising of 14 countries – Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and 
USA. The IPEF seeks to strengthen economic engagement 
and cooperation among partner countries with the goal 
of advancing growth, economic stability and prosperity in 
the region.

• The framework is structured around four pillars relating 
to Trade (Pillar I); Supply Chain Resilience (Pillar II); Clean 
Economy (Pillar III); and Fair Economy (Pillar IV). India 
had joined Pillars II to IV of IPEF while it has maintained 
an observer status in Pillar-I.
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Air :GS 2-IR • The Toy Association of India (TAI) has brought a 
delegation to the UAE, consisting of members from 
across India, including manufacturers, importers, 
exporters, retailers, and toy testing lab designers. This 
diverse group of professionals aims to promote the 
Indian toy industry at both the manufacturing and export 
levels.

• The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
Agreement (CEPA) has significantly boosted the 
competitiveness of Indian toys by granting them zero-
duty access to the UAE market. Additionally, many Indian 
toy manufacturers comply with Gulf Standards 
Organization (GSO) requirements, ensuring their 
products meet stringent safety and quality standards. 
This compliance facilitates seamless export processes 
and enhances the appeal of Indian toys in the Gulf 
region.
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Air :GS 2-IR • India, South Korea, Japan, the US, and the European 
Union launched an alliance to put joint efforts to build a 
resilient supply chain in the biopharmaceutical sector.

• The announcement was made at the inaugural meeting 
of the Biopharmaceutical Alliance, held in San Diego, 
California, during the Bio International Convention 2024, 
the world’s largest biopharmaceutical exhibition.

• Government officials and representatives from bio and 
pharmaceutical companies from the participating 
countries attended the meeting.

• The participants emphasised the importance of a reliable 
and sustainable supply chain and agreed to coordinate 
the respective countries’ bio policies, regulations, and 
research and development support measures.

• They recognised the production of essential raw 
materials and ingredients is concentrated in a few 
countries and agreed to work together to build a detailed 
pharmaceutical supply chain map.

• The alliance was launched in response to the drug supply 
shortages experienced during the Covid-19 pandemic.
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