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New govt. should review
Agnipath scheme: JD(U

Remove shortcomings of the scheme, says the party; LJP (Ram Vilas) chief Chirag Paswan says it
should be looked into at the ‘appropriate’ ime; NDA meeting today; Modi to take oath on June 9

Nistula Hebbar
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

mid meetings being
Ahe]d by the Nation-
al Democratic Al-

liance (NDA) partners o
form a government, two al-
lies of the BIP sald on
Thursday that the new go
vernment should review
the Agnipath scheme for
short-term recruitments o
the armed forces,

Janata Dal(U) leader K.C.
Tyagi told The Hindu that
“there is anger among cer-
tain sections on the Agni-
path scheme, Our party
wants those shortcomings
removed.” He said Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh had
not refused a review when
asked abour the scheme
during the polls. “The
scheme should be re-
viewed clause by clause,”
e said.

Q There is
anger among
certain sections
on the Agnipath
recruitment scheme.
it should be
reviewed clause
by clause

-

K.C. TYAGI
Janata Dal
iUmiteds leader

Mr. Tvagi also said that
on the issue of a caste cen-
sus already undertaken by
the Bihar government led
by the DU last wear,
“there is no party that can
now refuse to conduct a
caste survey. Bihar has
shown the path. Prime Mi-
nister [Narendra] Modi too
didn't oppose it when an
all-party  delegation met

QQ If they [parties]
believe that

a scheme has not
worked for the country,
they canalways discuss
it. Either vou convince
me, or [ will convince
vou, that is

how we will

o ahead

CHIRAG PASWAN

Latk Janshakti Party
(Ram ¥ilas) chiel

him. Caste-based census is
the call of the hour, We will
pursue ic."

‘No preconditions”
Mr. Tyagi said his party
had ne precenditions in
forming the govermment.
Another ally in the NDA,
Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) chicf Chirag Paswan,
also sald the Agnipath

scheme  should be re-
viewed at the appropriate
time. “It is too earlv to
comment on issues like
this. Every party has its
own agenda and concerns,
and they have equal right
o voice them. Ultimately
our goal is the same - o
make India a developed
nation. If they believe that
there is a scheme that has
nit necessarily worked for
the country, they can al
witys discuss it, Either vou
convince me, or | will con-
vince you, that is how we
will go ahead,” he said,
The NDas parliamen-
tary party meeting will be
held on Friday morning
and Chief Ministers of the
B[P-ruled States and all
MPs-elect will be present.
Mr. Modi will be taking
the cath of office on June 9,

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 13

-

NEXT
1 AS]

The Government had launched Agnipath scheme on June
15, 2022 to recruit both male and female aspirants into
‘below the officer’s rank’ cadre of the three services for a
period of four years as Agniveers.

* After this period, 25 percent of the recruits are
retained as full-time soldiers, while the rest are
released with a one-time financial package.

Candidates between the age group of 17.5 to 21 years
are eligible to apply for the scheme.
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The Hindu-Social Issues(GSI)Page 6 * The NHRC has expressed serious concern over the social
practice of Nata Pratha, where girls are sold by their
family members under the guise of marriage in parts of

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Gujarat

NHRC seeks report
on sale of girls’ as
pPart of Naitcr Pratha
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India-Norway cooperation
to witness manifold increase’

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Norwegian businesses are
showing a lot of interest in
India and a manifold in-
credase in cooperation bet-
ween the two countries is
expected in the next 10
vears, May-Elin  Stener,
Ambassador of Norway to
India, said on Thursday.

In an interaction with
journalists of The Hindu in
Chennai, while responding
to & question on the role of
Norway in the recently
signed trade pact between
India and the four-nation
European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTAY bloc, Ms.
Stener said, “MNorwegian
businesses are showing a
lot of interest here because
India is the fifth-largest and
fastest-growing  economy
in the world. The treaty
has immense importance
hecause the Western busi-
nesses also feel secure and
can now rely on this frame-

May-Elin Stener

work for them to operate
within,”

She said MNorway will
contribute a lot in terms of
promoting investments in
India. “EFTA's [pact with
India] is the first trade trea
tv with an investment
chapter. We have commit-
ted to promoting invest
ments in India in the com-
ing years. Altogether, we
|[EFTA countries] wanted
to create a million johs and
Norway will contribute a
considerable part of that.
We will also work on
strengthening  relations
between the sovernments,

including with the State go-
vernments in India, and
busingss-to-business  and
people-to-people.”

Further, the Ambassa-
dor said Norway is keen on
three sectors — renewable
energy, maritime and cir-
cular economy. A confe-
rence on maring environ-
ment and circular
economy in Chennai has
been scheduled on Friday,
which will focus on shores,
rivers and other ecosys-
tems and how to preserve
the environment, she said.
The conference will bring
together diverse stakehol
ders to take forward envi-
ronmental issues.

Ms. Stener added Nor
way is set to host the third
India-Nordic Summit by
the end of this year in its
capital Oslo. “... The Third
Summit was scheduled ac
cordingly by taking into
consideration the elections
in India and we are looking
forward to it.”

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

Norwegian businesses are showing a lot of interest because
India is the fifth-largest and fastest-growing economy in the
world, and the recently signed trade pact between India and
EFTA countries provides a framework for companies to
operate

Norway will contribute a lot in terms of promoting
investments in India. Norway is keen on three sectors -
renewable energy, maritime and circular economy

Do you know ?

India and Norway established bilateral relations in February
1947. Both countries have been enjoying a cordial and
friendly relationship since then.

India signed an Agreement on Science and Technology with
Norway in 2006 for promotion of cooperation in the field of
S&T.

There has been growth in economic and commercial
relations between India and Norway in recent years,
especially in areas such as oil and gas, shipping and
maritime industries, renewable energy, offshore projects
and service sectors
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‘First fatal
human case
of H5NN2 bird
flu identified’

Agence France-Presse
GEMENW A

The World Health Organri-
zation said on Wednesdaw
a person in Mexico had
died in the first confirmed
human case globally of in-
fection with the HSN2 var-
iant of bhird flu.

The patient, who died
on April 24 afrer develop-
ing fever, shortness of
breath, diarrhoea, and
nausea, had “no history of
exposure to poultry or oth-
er animals™, and “multple
underlyving medical condi-

-

NEXT
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The World Health Organization said on Wednesday a person

in Mexico had died in the first confirmed human case

globally of infection with the H5N2 variant of bird flu.

* Avian influenza or bird flu refers to the disease caused by
infection with avian (bird) influenza (flu) Type A viruses.
These viruses naturally spread among wild aquatic birds
worldwide and can infect domestic poultry and other
bird and animal species.

Mexico

It is located in the southern part of North America.

It borders the United States to the north, Guatemala and

Belize to the southeast, the Pacific Ocean to the west, and

the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea to the east.

Mexico shares its maritime borders with Cuba and

Honduras.
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Major cause of
inflammatory
bowel disease
discovered

Fesearchers have idenrified a new
biochemical pathway that is a major cause
of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) and
related disorders thar can be addressed
with existing medicarions.

An autoimmune disease, such as IBD,
which encompasses Crohn's disease and
ulcerative colitis, presently affects
approximately 5% of the world's
population and one in every 10 people in
the United Kingdom. These diseases are
also becoming increasingly widespread,

Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is a term for two
conditions (Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis) that are
characterized by chronic inflammation of the
gastrointestinal (Gl) tract. Prolonged inflammation results in
damage to the Gl tract.
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As ShenbazvisitsChing, the hope and unfufilled promise of CPEC

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEWDELH| JUNES

PAKISTAN'S PRIME MINISTER Shehbaz
Sharif onave-dayvizittoChing The sec-
ond phaseafthe Ching- Paistan Ecanomic
Comidor (CPEC s expectedto be formally
annpunced during the visit

The $62-bllion CPEC, which wes launch
2015, s partofPresicent i rping's Bt
and o itacve (BRI amed atexpanding
China'sgecpoliicanfuence troughblloes
of dollarsof imestments in infastructure
projects inaround 100 counires

CPEC s supposed i faclitate construc-
i o power plants, road and ral networks,
andthe deep-seaportofwaddarin Pabitan.
To Chin, it i supposed o provide directac-
cess e ncian Ocean throusgh highways
inPaestan-Ocrupied Kashimir ancdown the
lengthofPiitan

CPEC story sofar

The st phaseaf CPEC focsed ominfra-
structure, energy, and part development
praject. Cata from the CPEC weie show
thatofthe 21 roposed power roject, 14
have been completed, two are under con-
strucion, and five e e tostart Ofthe 24

pooposed mansport-felted projects il and
o) ik havebeen complated, utiowerk
hasstarted on 13 Onfyfourof the ning pro-
pased Special Foonomic Zones SE75) have
st any progress, and o SEZ s complete
Nat much is happening in Gwadar.
ncrew Small 2 leading experton Chinese
foreign policy,had told The Indian Express
In 2022 thatmcetafthe projects around the
partwere*farfiom completon”. Accorting
tothe offical Chineseniws agency Xinhu,
(PEC had brought direct investment ol
§25.4billion o Pakisan until 2022

Behind stalled progress

CPEChasbeen hobbled by Chinese con-
cerns abiout corruption and red tape in
Pakistan,the poliical sl in the couniry,
andthe poar sty siuation in Baochistan
provinie where Covadar s bocated

The projaict hasriggered violenceinthe
testiveprovince,anc s ofChinesenation-
alshave been aledinferrristatacks since
2018 Aeleast e Chinese warking an var-
ious CPEC projects have been killed in -
tacks by Baloch militants this year sn .

To the istorcally marginalised Baloch,
Cwadar appears s  symbol of ontined
exonomicimjusice CPEC-telsedinfrastc-
Hure s ot generated g jobs for local

peaple,anc has el o bring anyeconomic - *Sperenoefort o protecttheves o Chinese
dividends o the impaverished population. — workers”, Dewnrepored o Thursday
“The developers from Punjaband Sinch, .

whohad made  fortune from traing and HOPESJndQUESHOHS

in Balochistan, did not build schoolsand ~ Bringing big-tcket infraimvestment tn
other socialinfrastructures a5 they had - CPEC iz a priority for Shanifand the aricis-
agreed Ruoshuiiapaf LanehouUniversity it Pabistani conomy. But CPEC's limited
wirnte ina 2023 paper { Implications of - track record does nat inspire confidence.
Pakistani Dynastic Politics for the *CPEC has certainlyimproved sectorssuch
Construction of China-Pabdstan Economic a5 transportation or energy..but onehas

Corrdor',“The govemment

tntranslate these benefisinio

(oo} id notfulflcsromize | 3A/ {1 0] - economic productiity and

10 promate...economic and

socil development...and the GLOBAL

rural areas of Balochistan
wiere gettng even podrer” he wiate.
Stella Hong, a Ching Public Policy
Postdoctaral Fellow at Harvard, tald Al
Joceen tha Folistan'ssecurty siation ‘-
mais the mostimmediate concem” for
(China and may impact future Chinese in-
vestmentsiinthecountry, ‘Companias need
1o b abe i un viabke businesses i they
were t relocata to Pabistani SEZs o even
in Pakistan i general. But many seem to
have been frustrated by the difficultes of
geting things done in Pakistan, " she sa,
Sharifhas assired the Chinese thathis
avemmEnthesstaredonstructuralchanges
towieed out carruption, and that he will

cconomic grawth, which has
nat happened,” economist
Ammar Malik of the US-
based research ab Addata,tokd AL jooeern.

CPEC was estimated to genierate mome
than 2 milion employment oportunities
for Pkistanis, govemment data say less
than 250 0010 jobs have beencreated sofar.

“The Chinese approach of nat parinesing
with ol companies s not ging o belpcre-
ate new job opportunities for millions of
Pakistaniyouth. ince Chinese companes are
tax-gxempt, they bring everything from
(Chin,incuing labou,and hence theywil
have norefiance o Paistani businesses o
flltheircemands” peonomst AbdulK el
wirote for the intemational advocacy The
Commitee for Aboliionofllegitimate Debt.

Acoonding o the ntemational Monitary
Fund, China holds roughly §30 billion of
Pakistan's $126 hillion external deb, up
fromjust 4 illionin 2013, prir o the an-
nourcementofthe CPEC An P report o
found that between July 2021 and March
0122, more than B0f¢of Pakistan's bilateral
debtservice wient i Bejing.

Many n Pakisan fear thatthis debibur-
dem is unwiable, and effectively makes
Paistana Chinese clentsate. From the star,
many in Pakistan worriad that CPEC was 2
neg-colonial projectthat woukd e China
control over Paldstan, ke the Briish Exst
InciaCompary throughwhich the Briteh -
onized the Indian Subcontinent” Osama
Ahmad, an lamabad-bised researcher a
theSimeon Centerwrotein 2 Ton'ears
of CPEC: ADecadeof isappointments .

The ‘mirage’ of CPEC

Aheadof Shanfsvit, thePabistani gw-
emment has been talking up the antici-
pated rvival of CPEC. China, however, has
issued onlya vague stalement.

"Under the guidance ofthe leaders of
thetwo countries, China and Pakistan e
in recent years had lose high-level ex-
changes steacilyadvanced practical coop-
eration...on the CPEC, and maintained

sound communication and coordinationin
intenationl andregional ffis, Cinwnre-
ported Chinese foreign ministry spales-
woman Man Ning s saying
The ‘noise around arevialaftheCPECis
eitherwishl thinking at best oraway b
camoulagewhatrealy s goingon”, Khurram
Hissin, aeacing ' skistani commentator oo
businessand egonomy, ke nan aticet-
el The great (PEC mirase'n Dmwr.
InMasch the IMFagreed toreleasea$i1
billiontranche afifs§3 illon balout pack-
agetnPakistan The povemment s currently
megutiating or afresh packase of $6-4 bi-
lion, butsicking point has heem Paostan's
sanding debtobligatiors especiallytn Chine.
“The IMFdos not wank i resoures be-
ingused iosevice Chinese debechifgaions,
ani has ol the powvermment that an gpee-
menk willanly bz possible if there isno pas-
itive net outlow from Pakistan to China
during the programme period. Thismeans
reschipduling some of the maturities inthe
slew of Chinese debt nstruments matur-
ingin the et three years, Husainwrote.
Thisi what ies at the heart of Sharis
visit o Ching, ot CPEC, commentators in-
cluding Husainbelieve.
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress, com/ axplained

-
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Pakistan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif is on a five-day
visit to China, his country’s biggest and most important ally.
The second phase of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is expected to be formally announced during the
visit.The first phase of CPEC focused on infrastructure,
energy, and port development projects

CPEC — one of OBOR’s largest investments — was formally
launched in 2015 during Chinese President Xi Jinping’s two-
day state visit to Pakistan.

The main project was establishing the corridor connecting
Pakistan’s Gwadar port in Balochistan to China’s Kashgar in
south-western Xinjiang region.

India’s opposition to CPEC

Since its inception, India has opposed CPEC as most of its
projects run through areas in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir
(PoK). Cutting through Gilgit-Baltistan, CPEC projects link
Balochistan to China’s Xinjiang region. New Delhi has always
maintained that PoK was an integral part of India and has
been illegally occupied by Pakistan since 1947.
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PIB :GS 2-Governance * Chhattisgarh-based Coal India subsidiary South Eastern

Coalfields Limited’s (SECL) NEET coaching assistance CSR
program “SECL Ke Sushrut” has delivered exceptional
results

* Launched in 2023, the "SECL ke Sushrut" initiative was
designed to provide free residential medical coaching to
Class 12 students from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds, particularly in the coal belt areas of
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Students were
selected through a competitive exam based on the NEET
pattern, and coaching was provided in partnership with a
private coaching institute in Bilaspur.
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PIB :GS 2-IR * The IPEF Ministerial Statement of 14 November 2023
declared substantial conclusion of negotiations for Clean
Economy, Fair Economy, and the overarching Agreement
on the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity.
Pursuant to this, the IPEF partners completed legal
review of the text for these agreements and domestic
approval processes.

* |PEF was launched on 23 May 2022 at Tokyo, Japan,
comprising of 14 countries — Australia, Brunei, Fiji, India,
Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and
USA. The IPEF seeks to strengthen economic engagement
and cooperation among partner countries with the goal
of advancing growth, economic stability and prosperity in
the region.

* The framework is structured around four pillars relating
to Trade (Pillar I); Supply Chain Resilience (Pillar I1); Clean
Economy (Pillar 1ll); and Fair Economy (Pillar V). India
had joined Pillars Il to IV of IPEF while it has maintained
an observer status in Pillar-I.

Winistry of Commercs & Industry

India attends Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) Ministerial
meeting in Singapore

Pasted On: 06 JUN 2024 4 55PN by PIB Dehi
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Indian Toy Industry Makes Strong Push Into UAE Market

e G

Marhaba UAE !

3
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laytime goes Global with Toys from Indi

The UAE-India ToyConnect

An initiative supported by

The Embassy of India, Abu Dhabj

-

&

The Toy Association of India (TAIl) has brought a
delegation to the UAE, consisting of members from
across India, including manufacturers, importers,
exporters, retailers, and toy testing lab designers. This
diverse group of professionals aims to promote the
Indian toy industry at both the manufacturing and export
levels.

The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) has significantly boosted the
competitiveness of Indian toys by granting them zero-
duty access to the UAE market. Additionally, many Indian
toy manufacturers comply with Gulf Standards
Organization (GSO) requirements, ensuring their
products meet stringent safety and quality standards.
This compliance facilitates seamless export processes
and enhances the appeal of Indian toys in the Gulf
region.
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Air :GS 2-IR * India, South Korea, Japan, the US, and the European
Union launched an alliance to put joint efforts to build a
resilient supply chain in the biopharmaceutical sector.

e The announcement was made at the inaugural meeting
of the Biopharmaceutical Alliance, held in San Diego,
California, during the Bio International Convention 2024,
the world’s largest biopharmaceutical exhibition.

* Government officials and representatives from bio and
pharmaceutical companies from the participating
countries attended the meeting.

* The participants emphasised the importance of a reliable
and sustainable supply chain and agreed to coordinate
the respective countries’ bio policies, regulations, and
research and development support measures.

* They recognised the production of essential raw
materials and ingredients is concentrated in a few
countries and agreed to work together to build a detailed
pharmaceutical supply chain map.

* The alliance was launched in response to the drug supply
shortages experienced during the Covid-19 pandemic.

India, US, Japan, South Korea & EU Launch
Biopharmaceutical Alliance
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