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• Data from the 2014-2015 ACCESS survey, conducted by 

the Council on Energy, Environment and Water, found 
LPG’s cost to be the foremost barrier to its adoption and 
continued use in rural poor households. 

Has the govt. pushed LPG use?
• The Indian government has often placed a premium on 

the cooking fuels in rural households transitioning to 
LPG. 

• The Rajiv Gandhi Gramin LPG Vitrak scheme was 
launched in 2009 to increase LPG distribution in remote 
areas

• Direct benefit transfers for LPG under the ‘PAHAL’ 
scheme were initiated in 2015. In 2016, direct home-refill 
deliveries were implemented and the ‘Give it Up’ 
program enrolled around 10 million LPG consumers to 
voluntarily discontinue subsidies and transfer their 
accounts to below-poverty-line households. The Pradhan 
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) followed, to install LPG 
connections in 80 million below-poverty-line households 
by 2020. 
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• In 2023, India overtook Japan to become the world’s 

third-highest producer of solar power, said a report by 
international energy analytics agency Ember . 

• Data from government think-tank, NITI Ayog suggest that 
as of May 2024, solar power while making up 18% of 
India’s total installed electricity of 442 GW, made up only 
6.66% of the power actually produced – reflecting the 
gap between potential and actuals.

• Globally renewable sources of energy made up 30% of 
global electricity produced. Renewables have expanded 
from 19% of global electricity in 2000, driven by an 
increase in solar and wind power, to 30% in 2023. China 
was the main contributor in 2023, accounting for 51% of 
the additional global solar generation and 60% of new 
global wind generation. Combined with nuclear, the 
world generated almost 40% of its electricity from low-
carbon sources in 2023.
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• Typhoid spreads through contaminated food and water 

and is caused by Salmonella typhi and other related 
bacteria. Also known as enteric fever, it presents with a 
high fever, stomach pain, weakness, and other symptoms 
like nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea or constipation, and a 
rash. Some people, called carriers, may remain symptom-
free and shed the bacteria in their stool for several 
months to years.

• If left untreated, typhoid can be life-threatening. Per the 
World Health Organisation, 90 lakh people are diagnosed 
worldwide with typhoid every year and 1.1 lakh die of it.

in India, clinicians use the Widal test extensively to 
diagnose typhoid in both public and private sectors.
. It’s a point-of-care test and doesn’t need special skills or 
infrastructure. Developed in the late 1800s by a French 
physician
, it is no longer used in many countries because of its flaws
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)
The U.S. and Australia have contended India gave sugarcane 
subsidy beyond the limits set in the WTO’s Agreement on 
Agriculture (AoA), which may have distorted global trade.
• Each sugar season…India sets the Fair and Remunerative 

Price (FRP) for sugarcane. The FRP is an administered 
price that effectively acts as a floor price for sugar mills 
to pay farmers for sugarcane. In addition, farmers are 
paid premiums for increased production efficiency, and 
farmers in some States are eligible for additional 
payments by sugar mills under specific State-level 
support, known as State-Advised Prices (SAPs).
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• Malaysia intends to gift orangutans to palm oil-

purchasing countries as part of an initiative similar to 
China’s panda diplomacy, the commodities minister said 
on Wednesday.

• the “orangutan diplomacy” strategy would gift the 
endangered great apes to palm oil trading nations, 
especially major importing territories like the EU and 
India.
Orangutans are critically endangered,

• The name orangutan means “man of the forest” in 
the Malay language.

• They have a characteristic ape-like shape, shaggy reddish 
fur and grasping hands and feet.

• They are the largest arboreal mammal, spending most of 
their time in trees.
• These great apes are only found in the wild on the 

islands of Borneo and Sumatra.
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Indian Express: Governance (GSII)-Page 14 The Supreme Court last week ruled that despite an official 
marriage certificate, a Hindu couple before the Court had 
“never acquired the status of husband and wife.”
The apex court’s observations in the ruling bring to focus 
various issues on registration and solemnization of a 
marriage, and its necessity.
Solemnizing a marriage simply refers to the performance of 
an official marriage ceremony, with appropriate rituals.
Marriage in India is largely governed through a gamut of 
personal laws, and the Special Marriage Act, 1954 (SMA). 
Though codified through statute, these personal laws are 
essentially practices ordained by religion, with each religion 
having its own set of ‘requirements’ for a marriage — a 
marriage is ‘valid’ when these requirements are met.
For instance, for Hindus (and Christians), marriage is a 
sacrament, i.e. it is a religious bond. Rituals such 
as kanyadaan, panigrahana and saptapadi, or other local 
customs solemnize a Hindu marriage. Section 7 of the HMA 
codifies these requirements, and names saptapadi as an 
essential ritual.
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Vietnam has been pushing the President Joe Biden 
administration to quickly change its “non-market economy” 
classification to “market economy”, in a bid to avoid high 
taxes imposed by the US on the goods imported from the 
Southeastern country.
The US designates a country as a non-market economy 
based on several factors. These are: if the country’s 
currency is convertible; if wage rates are determined by free 
bargaining between labour and management; if joint 
ventures or other foreign investment are allowed; whether 
the means of production are owned by the state; and if the 
state controls the allocation of resources and price and 
output decisions. Other factors like human rights are also 
considered.
The non-market economy label allows the US to impose 
“anti-dumping” duties on goods imported from designated 
countries. In international trade, dumping is when a 
country’s export prices are considered to be intentionally 
set below domestic prices, thereby inflicting harm to 
industries in the importing country. Anti-dumping duties 
essentially compensate for the difference between the 
imported good’s export price and their normal value.
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PIB-Health(GSII)/S&T(GSIII) • Thalassemia is an inherited blood disorder that causes a 
body to have less hemoglobin than normal. 

• Celebrated every year, International Thalassemia Day 
serves as a crucial platform to emphasize the importance 
of disease prevention, raise awareness, sensitize 
stakeholders, promote early detection, and ensure 
quality care for those affected by thalassemia. 

• This year's theme, "Empowering Lives, Embracing 
Progress: Equitable and Accessible Thalassemia 
Treatment for All," encapsulates the collective mission 
toward universal access to comprehensive Thalassemia 
care.
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