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• West Nile Virus (WNV) can cause neurological disease 

and death in people. 
• WNV is commonly found in Africa, Europe, the Middle 

East, North America and West Asia. WNV is maintained 
in nature in a cycle involving transmission between birds 
and mosquitoes. Humans, horses and other mammals 
can be infected.

• West Nile Virus (WNV) is a member of 
the flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese 
encephalitis antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae.

• West Nile Virus (WNV) was first isolated in a woman in 
the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937. It was identified 
in birds (crows and columbiformes) in Nile delta region in 
1953.
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• Russia’s payment woes with India may finally be coming 

to an end
• Russian entities now have a bouquet of investment 

options — not just government securities and bonds but 
equity and loans — to channelise their accumulating 
rupee balance.

• India and Russia put in place a rupee payment system to 
circumvent the West’s banking and economic sanctions 
post its attack on Ukraine in February 2022.

• Under the mechanism, a number of Russian banks, 
including Gazprom and Rosbank, opened rupee vostro
accounts with authorised dealer banks in India such as 
UCO, HDFC and ICICI for enabling rupee trade between 
the two countries.
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• The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW) said that information it had received 
until now on alleged chemical weapons use in Ukraine 
was “insufficiently substantiated.”

• The OPCW also said it had not yet received an official 
request to investigate any claims after the United States 
accused Russia last week of using the toxic agent 
chloropicrin against Ukrainian troops.

Do you know ?
The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) is the implementing body for the Chemical 
Weapons Convention, which entered into force on 
29 April 1997. The OPCW, with its 193 Member States, 
oversees the global endeavour to permanently and 
verifiably eliminate chemical weapons.
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• The MEDITECH STACKATHON is a groundbreaking 

initiative designed to catalyze transformative change 
within India's burgeoning MedTech sector by 
undertaking a comprehensive value chain analysis of 
select medical devices. Through close consultation with 
industry leaders, policymakers, and experts, the 
STACKATHON aims to address critical challenges, foster 
domestic manufacturing, and reduce import 
dependence, thereby positioning India as a global leader 
in medical technology.

• India's MedTech industry holds immense potential, with 
projections estimating a growth rate of 28% annually, 
reaching a size of USD 50 billion by 2030. 

• currently, India is the 4th largest market for medical 
devices in Asia and among the top 20 globally. 

• Net imports for 2022-23 stands at USD 4101 Million with 
import coverage ratio of 0.45.
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PIB-IR(GSII) • The 5th JGC meeting discussed a host of bilateral issues 
such as opening of new Land Customs Stations and 
notifying new trade routes, development of 
infrastructure, automation and digitisation of transit 
processes, prevention of smuggling, coordinated cross-
border management, pre-arrival exchange of Customs 
data, bilateral agreement on Customs cooperation 
and movement of transit cargo under electronic cargo 
system among others.

• India is Bhutan’s top trade partner both as an import 
source and as an export destination. Since 2014, India’s 
trade with Bhutan has more than tripled from $484 
million in 2014-15 to $1,615 million in 2022-23, 
accounting for about 80% of Bhutan’s overall trade. 
Trade with Bhutan through the land Customs Stations is 
significant as Bhutan is a land-locked country. Enhancing 
connectivity with Bhutan is pivotal to India’s 
‘Neighbourhood First’ and the ‘Act East’ Policy.
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