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Implementing regenerative agricultural practices that 
restore ecosystem health while improving agricultural 
productivity and soil health, and mitigating climate change 
by enhancing carbon storage in agricultural landscapes and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions is carbon farming.
• The practice is easy to adopt across various agro-climatic 

zones. It can also help ameliorate soil degradation, water 
scarcity, and challenges related to climate variability.

How can carbon farming help?
• A simple implementation of carbon farming is rotational 

grazing. Others include agroforestry, conservation 
agriculture, integrated nutrient management, agro-
ecology, livestock management, and land restoration.

• Regions with extensive agricultural land, such as the 
Indo-Gangetic plains and the Deccan Plateau, are well 
suited to adopt carbon farming whereas the 
mountainous terrain of the Himalayan region is less so. 
Coastal areas are prone to salinisation and have limited 
access to resources, thus limited the adoption of 
traditional farming practices.
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• Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) is used to obtain 

images of soft tissues within the body. Soft tissue is any 
tissue that hasn’t become harder through calcification. It 
is a non-invasive diagnostic procedure widely used to 
image the brain, the cardiovascular system, the spinal 
cord and joints, various muscles, the liver, arteries, etc.

• Its use is particularly important in the observation and 
treatment of certain cancers, including prostate and 
rectal cancer, and to track neurological conditions 
including Alzheimer’s, dementia, epilepsy, and stroke. 
Researchers have also used MRI scans of changes in 
blood flow to infer the way the activity of neurons is 
changing in the brain; in this form, the technique is 
called functional MRI.

• Because of the MRI technique’s use of strong magnetic 
fields, individuals with embedded metallic objects (like 
shrapnel) and metallic implants, including pacemakers, 
may not be able to undergo MRI scans. In fact, if they 
have a credit card in their pocket, the magnetic fields will 
wipe its magnetic strip!
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largest arboreal mammal, spending most of their time in 
trees. 

• Long, powerful arms and grasping hands and feet allow 
them to move through the branches. These great apes 
share 96.4% of our genes and are highly intelligent 
creatures.

• The name orangutan means "man of the forest" in the 
Malay language. In the lowland forests in which they 
reside, orangutans live solitary existences.

• found in rainforests on the Southeast Asian islands 
of Sumatra and Borneo.

• Critically Endangered
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astronauts, will be launched by an Atlas V rocket from 
the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, to 
the International Space Station 

• Starliner is a partially reusable crew capsule, officially 
known as CST-100 (crew space transportation). The 
capsule, which is 5 m tall and 4.6 m wide, consists of two 
modules. One is the crew module, which can 
accommodate seven astronauts — although, for trips to 
the ISS, it will be modified for four astronauts and cargo. 
The crew module can be reused up to 10 times, with a 
six-month turnaround.

• The other is the service module — the powerhouse of 
the spacecraft — which supplies electricity, propulsion, 
thermal control, air, and water in space. This module is 
expandable.

• The main objective of the mission is to see how Starliner
performs in space with a crew onboard.
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• Both sides identified several areas of focus for enhancing 

both bilateral trade as well as mutually beneficial 
investments. These include cooperation in 
pharmaceuticals, healthcare, information and 
communication technology, agriculture and food 
processing, renewable energy, power sector, digital 
economy and digital infrastructure, critical minerals, 
textiles and garments, etc.

• Ghana is an important trading partner of India in Africa 
region. Bilateral trade between India and Ghana stood at 
USD 2.87 billion in 2022-23. India stands as a leading 
investor in Ghana and emerged as the third-largest 
investor. These investments traverse diverse sectors, 
encompassing pharmaceuticals, construction, 
manufacturing, trade services, agriculture, tourism, and 
more.
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• The GSTAT is the Appellate Authority established under 

the Central Goods and Services Tax Act, 2017, to hear 
various appeals under the said Act and the respective 
State/Union Territories GST Acts against the orders of the 
first appellate authority. 

• It consists of a Principal Bench and various State 
Benches. 

• As per the approval of the GST Council, the Government 
has notified the Principal Bench, to be located at New 
Delhi, and 31 State Benches at various locations across 
the country. 

• Process for appointment of Judicial Members and 
Technical Members is already in progress.

The Tribunal will ensure swift, fair, judicious and effective 
resolution to GST disputes, besides significantly reducing 
the burden on higher courts. The establishment of the 
GSTAT would further enhance the effectiveness of the GST 
system in India and foster a more transparent and efficient 
tax environment in the country.
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